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By Borjana Alia
Capital News Service
Energy bills rose in

households across the
United States after the
COVID-19 pandemic, ac-
cording to a new study.

That, in turn, created en-
ergy insecurity in many
households, which led to
looking for techniques for
coping with finances and
behavior, the researchers
said.

Financial and behavioral
coping techniques include
cutting other expenses such
as food or medical care, tak-
ing out loans and, even re-
ducing temperatures in the
home to an unsafe level,
according to researchers at
Indiana State University
and Cleveland State Uni-
versity. It appeared in the
journal of Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sci-
ences.

Utilities and government
agencies are cooperating in
Michigan, Ohio, Indiana
and other Great Lakes
states to ease the burden
and risks of energy uncer-
tainty for low-income house-
holds.

In Michigan,  DTE En-
ergy, the state Department
of Health and Human Ser-
vices and the Public Service
Commission have designed
a process to provide energy
efficiency education and as-
sistance to those struggling
to keep up with utility bills.

Tamara Johnson, the di-
rector of energy assistance
at DTE Energy, stressed the
importance of the coopera-
tion.

Study details impact of
pandemic on energy bills

Due to the fact that the
balance owed is so high,
some aren’t eligible for as-
sistance, but “we’ve gotten
to a place where we don’t
see those high balances,”
Johnson said.

The study by Indiana Uni-
versity professor Sanya
Carley and her team cen-
ters around the increase in
energy costs, especially for
families. It found that one-
third of American homes
are consistently unable to
pay their energy bills. “When
they struggle to pay their
bills, it can affect their men-
tal and physical health,”
Carley said.

When households can’t
afford utility payments, it
hurts their ability to power
appliances and other elec-
tronic devices and forces
them to make tough deci-
sions, according to Carley,
an energy justice expert.

For some, that means de-
ciding to unplug their re-
frigerator or not charging
vital medical devices.

Carley said there are gov-
ernment programs designed
to help those struggling to
keep up with energy bills.
The low-income home en-
ergy assistance program
called the Weatherization
Assistance Program is one
of them. It aims to reduce
energy costs for households
by making energy use in
homes more efficient.

Low-income households
that benefit from this pro-
gram on average save $327
every year, according to the
U.S. Department of Energy.

By Janelle James
Capital News Service
Few Michigan schools fol-

low a balanced – or year-round
– calendar, even though stu-
dents, teachers and families
say they benefit from it.

According to the Washing-
ton Post, only four percent of
students nationwide go to
schools where they have a
shorter six- to eight-week
summer break and more fre-
quent, longer breaks through-
out the school year. Students

Nontraditional school calendar not popular in Michigan
following a balanced calen-
dar start school in mid-Au-
gust and end in mid-June.

Few Michigan schools have
adopted the balanced calen-
dar because of the commu-
nity pushback. One of the
main issues associated with
having a balanced calendar
is the messaging.

The term year-round edu-
cation is falling out of favor
because students don’t at-
tend school all year, said
David Hornak, the executive

director of the National Asso-
ciation for Year-Round Edu-
cation. “The term is no longer
being used as much, in favor
of a balanced calendar,” said
Hornak, who is also the su-
perintendent of Holt Schools.

Some parents argue
against it because it may con-
flict with planned summer
vacations. They believe kids
deserve the same summer
vacations that they had as
children, Hornak said.  Other
parents, especially those with
high school students, oppose
the balanced calendar be-
cause their child may not be
able to work as long in the
summer to save for that car
they always wanted or even
college.

“I understand the economic
reality of students working,
but I think their No. 1 priority
is school,” said Paula Herbart,
the president of the Michigan
Education Association., the
state’s largest union of teach-
ers and other school person-
nel.

Districts with a traditional
calendar start after Labor
Day, end in June around
Memorial Day and have a 12-
week summer break. They
have shorter breaks through-
out the school year.

Advocates for the balanced
calendar say that students
who have shorter summer
breaks don’t spend as much
time reviewing material from
the previous year. That can

help students who struggle,
Herbart said. Students re-
member more information
upon returning to school from
a three-week break than from
a nine- or 10-week break.

“For those students who
are slower learners or slower
processors, year-round
school is really beneficial be-
cause there isn’t the opportu-
nity to have as much learning
loss,” she said.

State law requires schools
to have 180 instruction days.
Balanced schools also adhere
to this requirement. They
submit a waiver to start school
before Labor Day, since most
schools typically start later.
Balanced schools must also
administer state-required
assessment tests on the same
days as other schools.

There are only a few known
schools in Michigan that fol-
low a balanced calendar,
Hornak said.

It’s difficult to track bal-
anced schools in Michigan
because some schools apply
for their waiver to start before
Labor Day, simply to end the
school year earlier in June,
not because they follow a bal-
anced calendar.

Advocates for the balanced
calendar say that a balanced
calendar allows students and
educators to have a more set
schedule. “Our educators
need more balance in their
lives, and I think that year-
round school could provide
that, but again the start and
end date is always a bargain,”
Herbart said.

Hornak agreed. “Families
will say that the balanced
calendar is more aligned with
current lifestyle,” he said. “I
don’t know another career
that allows for 12 or 13 weeks
off consecutively. Mom and
dad can’t take the summer
off, so parents generally like
the balanced calendar be-
cause they can better  budget
for a week or two off for child
care rather than taking vaca-
tion for the entire summer.”

Horizon Elementary School
in Holt transitioned to a bal-
anced calendar in 1994. Sy-
camore Elementary School,
also in Holt, implemented a
balanced calendar nearly a
decade ago.

Students do better because
they don’t lose as much infor-
mation, Hornak explained,
and student behavior im-
proves. “The students appre-

Winter is a good time to prune shrubs and trees. A
diagram and instructions explaining the “three-cut
method” of pruning to prevent damage.  See page 6 for
the story. Courtesy graphic. Continued on page 9
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Mary E. “Maudie” Rifenbark
Mary Esther “Maudie”

Rifenbark, 100, of Pincon-
ning, Mich., formerly of Bar-
ton City, died on Wednes-
day, Dec. 28, 2022, at As-
cension Long-term Care
Facility in Standish, Mich.

She was born in Pincon-
ning, Mich. on December
11, 1922, to William and
Beatrice (Grantham)
Hawkins.

She married Howard
Rifenbark on November 1,
1941. He preceded her in
death on September 8, 1988.

She married Wallace
Rifenbark on December 11,
1990. He preceded her in
death on August 7, 2014.

Mrs. Rifenark was a re-
tired bus driver from the
Pinconning Area School Dis-
trict.

She enjoyed hunting,
fishing, morel picking in the
spring, camping, building
stone bird houses and figu-
rines.

Her greatest joy and plea-
sure were being with her
family sharing time with
them.

Mrs. Rifenbark is sur-
vived by her children, Janice
Pierson, Dan and Karen
Rifenbark, Nancy (Keith
Mallory) Pickvet, and Rick
and Sandy Rifenbark; eight
grandchildren, Connie,
Chris, Jodi, Brent, Bryan,
Scott, Rodney and Lynn; 16
great grandchildren; and

three great-great grandchil-
dren.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in
death by one grandson,
Marty; two sons-in-law,
Lenny Pickvet and Robert
“Bob” Pierson; and her sib-
lings, Margaret Flynn, Ed-
ward Hawkins and LaVern
Hawkins.

The funeral was held Fri-
day, Dec.30, 2022, at the
Lee-Ramsay Funeral Home,
Pinconning Chapel. Pastor
Charles Campbell presided.
Burial was in Woodmere
Cemetery, Standish, Mich.

The family would like to
extend a heart felt
"Thankyou" to the Ascen-
sion Long-term Care Facil-
ity staff for the wonderful
and loving care given to their
mom during her stay with
them.

Paid Obituary

To the Editor,
Pertaining to last week’s

headlines of the Review con-
cerning the proposed com-
munity hub, 10 villas and 16
townhouses, being planned
by the Alcona Commission
on Aging (ACCOA).

I did some basic Internet
research. Typing in “what
jeopardizes an entity’s 501 (c)
3 status?” Answer: “Earning
too much income from unre-
lated activities (such as this
newly conceived addendum)
and income coming from a
regularly carried on trade or
business that is not substan-
tially related to the organiza-
tions’ (ACCOA) exempt pur-
poses.”

Read “The Top Ten Legal
Risks Facing Nonprofit
Boards,” by Melanie
Lockwood Herman, executive
director of the Nonprofit Risk

Obituary
Correspondence

Management Center.” An-
swer: “Loss of tax-exempt sta-
tus which is extremely valu-
able.” It relieves the organi-
zation of most federal and
state income taxes, liabilities
and the ability to receive tax
deductible charitable contri-
butions (thus threatening
ACCOA’s entire food bank
program and the Pop-Up Pan-
try program.)

Lobbying and political ac-
tivity complains – the IRS re-
stricts the ability of tax-ex-
empt nonprofits to engage in
governmental activities. The
$12.5 million grant was pro-
cured from the State of Michi-
gan General Omnibus Bud-
get after lobbying for said
amount. Organizations that
receive more than $175,000
in federal funding or federal
funding passed through the
state are required to have an

audit. When was the ACCOA’s
books last audited?

Typing in “management
oversight” you will find: The
board is responsible for en-
suring that the nonprofit is
being run well. The board
selects the executive director
and decides his/her role. The
executive director answers to
the board of directors, not the
other way around.

Type in “can a board fire an
executive director?” Answer:
A nonprofit’s board has the
authority under state law to
fire an executive director at
will unless a specific contract
states otherwise.

Lenny Avery was hired to
build one senior citizen’s cen-
ter building using millage
funding. Nothing more.

Kathleen Gonyea
Lincoln

Calendar of Events
THURSDAY, JANUARY 5
The Community Walking

Club for Everyone will meet
in the parking lot of the Har-
risville branch of the Alcona
County Library at 9 a.m. Call
(989) 724-6796 for more in-
formation.

TOPS 1502 Mikado will
meet at St. Raphael Catholic
Church, 2531 E. F-30, Mi-
kado at 9:15 a.m. Weigh-in is
at 9 a.m. Everyone is wel-
come. For mor information,
call (989) 736-8022 or (989)
739-8600.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6
There will be story time

and a craft activity for chil-
dren at 10:30 a.m. at the
Harrisville branch of the Al-
cona County Library. Call
(989) 724-6796 for details.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10
Euchre is played from

12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the
Senior Center, lower level, 207
Church Street, Lincoln. All
seniors are welcome.

A youth activity for high
school students will be held
at the Alcona High School

cafeteria from 3 to 5 p.m. A
variety of card games and
board games will be played.
Call (989) 724-6796 for more
information. Sponsored by
the Alcona County Library.

WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 11

Children of all ages are
invited to “Homeschoolers at
the Library” for a fun and
educational activity at the
Harrisville branch of the Al-
cona County Library. Call
(989) 724-6796 for more in-
formation.

THURSDAY,
JANUARY 12

The Community Walking
Club for Everyone will meet
in the parking lot of the Har-
risville branch of the Alcona
County Library at 9 a.m. Call
(989) 724-6796 for more in-
formation.

TOPS 1502 Mikado will
meet at St. Raphael Catholic
Church, 2531 E. F-30, Mi-
kado at 9:15 a.m. Weigh-in is
at 9 a.m. Everyone is wel-
come. For mor information,
call (989) 736-8022 or (989)
739-8600.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13
There will be story time

and a craft activity for chil-
dren at 10:30 a.m. at the
Harrisville branch of the Al-
cona County Library. Call
(989) 724-6796 for details.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17
Euchre is played from

12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the
Senior Center, lower level, 207
Church Street, Lincoln. All
seniors are welcome.

Knitting Klub & Crochet
meet at the Harrisville branch
of the Alcona County Library
from 1:15 to 3:15 p.m. All
ages and levels welcome. Call
(989) 724-6796 for more in-
formation.

The Alcona Book Club will
meet at the Harrisville branch
of the Alcona County Library
from noon to 1 p.m. The se-
lection for January is “The
King of Confidence,” by Miles
Harvey. Call (989) 7246796
for more information.

THURSDAY,
JANUARY 19

The Community Walking
Club for Everyone will meet
in the parking lot of the Har-
risville branch of the Alcona
County Library at 9 a.m. Call
(989) 724-6796 for more in-
formation.

TOPS 1502 Mikado will
meet at St. Raphael Catholic
Church, 2531 E. F-30, Mi-
kado at 9:15 a.m. Weigh-in is
at 9 a.m. Everyone is wel-
come. For mor information,
call (989) 736-8022 or (989)
739-8600.

Author and shipwreck
hunter, Ross Richardson, will
present “Michigan Mysteries”
at 6 p.m. at the Harrisville
branch of the Alcona County
Library. Attendees will learn
about aircraft missing in
Michigan – including one from
northeast Michigan. For more
information, call (989) 724-
6796.



(989) 736-8355
Beer ~ Wine ~ Liquor ~ Lotto

Expanded Liquor Selection
Fick & Sons Marathon is your place for the coldest beer

and friendliest service in town!
Wildlife Feed: Carrots • Corn • Beets
Pizza • Snacks • Hot & Cold Drinks

Open 7 Days a week
Mon. thru Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.  • Sun. 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
921 N. Barlow Rd., Lincoln

Propane Exchange and Fill Cylinders
DNR Licensing Travis

Bags

OfOfOfOfOffering Monuments, Memorials,fering Monuments, Memorials,fering Monuments, Memorials,fering Monuments, Memorials,fering Monuments, Memorials,
 Additional Date Carving, Business Additional Date Carving, Business Additional Date Carving, Business Additional Date Carving, Business Additional Date Carving, Business
Signs,  Pet Markers, Benches and MorSigns,  Pet Markers, Benches and MorSigns,  Pet Markers, Benches and MorSigns,  Pet Markers, Benches and MorSigns,  Pet Markers, Benches and More.e.e.e.e.

989-354-8535

Open M-F and by appointment
1451 W. Washington Ave,

Alpena
Next to Evergreen Cemetery
www.crowmemorials.com

THE SUNRISE SIDE MEMORIAL EXPERTS
Northeastern Michigan's Only Memorial Showroom

CROW MEMORIALS
EMPLOYEE OWNED

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9:30 - 5:30
Open Weekends by Appointment
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Senior Menu
The following meals will be

served at 4 p.m. Monday
through Thursday at the Lin-
coln Senior Center, 207
Church Street, Lincoln.

• Monday, Jan. 9: Tuna
noodle casserole, Brussel
sprouts, pears.

• Tuesday, Jan. 10: Sweet
n sour chicken, rice broccoli,
pineapple, A & B Cake and ice
cream.

• Wednesday, Jan. 11:
Baked spaghetti, peas and
carrots, mandarin oranges.

• Thursday, Jan. 12: Beef

tips, egg noodles, mixed veg-
etables, strawberries.

All meals include milk,
bread and butter. Menu is
subject to change due to food
availability.

Reservations are required
by 11 a.m. each day by call-
ing (989) 334-3470. Takeout
meals can be reserved at the
same number by calling no
later than 10 a.m. No mem-
bership is required.

A donation of $6 for folks
under 60 and $3 for those
over 60 is welcome. For home
delivered meals, call by 8 a.m.
Monday through Thursday.

Cardboard Box Sled Race
Alcona County 4-H is spon-

soring a cardboard box sled
race for Michigan 4-H youth
on Saturday, Jan. 14 start-
ing at noon. Participants will
create their sleds with card-
board to participate in the
event. The race will be held at
the Caledonia Sledding Hills
(1768 E. Spruce Road,
Spruce).

Participants need to regis-
ter their sleds at: https://
v2.4honline.com. New mem-
bers need to enroll in 4-H,
then register under events.
For questions or concerns,
contact Michelle at eaglingm-
@msu.edu or Les Thomas at
thoma322@msu.edu.

By Dan O’Connor
Superintendent
Like schools across the

country, Alcona Community
Schools has a significant chal-
lenge in finding talented edu-
cators for our students now
and moving forward.

The timing couldn’t be more
ideal as the district is seven
months into revising its stra-
tegic plan, after feedback from
the community, parents, stu-
dents, and staff. The feed-
back drove the creation the
focus area recruit, train and
retain and prioritize two dozen
action steps to help guide the
district’s plans over the next
three years.

Through this process and
from collaboration with a
state-wide group of organiza-
tions, it’s clear finding tal-
ented people to teach in class-
rooms will take multiple ap-
proaches, but most impor-
tantly start here in Alcona
County.

The district has been ag-
gressively working to hire al-
ready certified teachers while
supporting those with expe-
rience in education (parapro-
fessionals, private school
teachers, social workers, cus-
todians, grant-funded inter-
ventionists, and preschool
associate teachers) toward
earning their certification.
Many of the staff hired with
experience in education are a
local talent that the district is
committed to supporting.

Universities are also expe-
riencing a 30 percent decrease
in students in teacher prepa-
ration programs from five
years ago, according to a May
article from Chalkbeat De-
troit.

ACS has also been fever-
ishly working with the AMA
ESD and other local districts
to join other talent consor-
tiums working to gain access
to state funding to initiate
programs geared toward cre-
ative ways to aid local teacher
preparation pipelines. Talent
Together is one of the new
programs angling for funding
that the district has joined.

This group is a statewide
group of schools aimed at col-
laborating with universities
around the state that sup-
ports staff working in educa-
tion to earn a living while
working in schools while also
completing coursework and
experiences in the classroom

Creating local talent
pipeline vital for district

Alcona
Community

Schools

By DanBy DanBy DanBy DanBy Dan
O'ConnorO'ConnorO'ConnorO'ConnorO'Connor
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to earn a teaching certifica-
tion.

Regional schools are also
working with Northern Michi-
gan University on a dynamic
plan to offer coursework to
add certifications along with
initial certification utilizing
(hopeful) funding from the
state to minimize costs for
adults looking at new careers
or those still starting their
initial education journey.

Recruiting educators from
out of the area has been a
substantial challenge. Many
younger adults are looking
for fitness centers, commu-
nity networking opportuni-
ties and want high-speed In-
ternet near local resources
(restaurants, shops, etc.).

Affordable housing has cost
ACS at least a dozen teaching
candidates committed to join-
ing the Tiger family only to
realize they couldn’t find
housing for themselves or
their family.

We often refer to the phrase
that it takes a village to raise
a child. Alcona Community
School is looking to our local
village for adults to help raise
our future generations. If you
are interested in discussing
any of our programs or brain-
storming with our strategic
planning group, don’t hesi-
tate to reach out.

We need our village to
thrive.

(Daniel O’Connor has
worked for Alcona Schools
since 2006 in many capaci-
ties. He has been superinten-
dent for seven years. Dan can
be reached at oconnord@-
alconaschools.net or (989)
736-6212.)



New Life Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Sunday Worship & Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

SOLID ROCK CHURCH OF GOD
160 N. Barlow Road., Harrisville • (989) 736-6350

Pastor Wayne Ramey • Full Gospel
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Monday Ladies Bible Study 1 p.m. • Wednesday In Word 7 p.m.

Spruce Presbyterian Church

First Baptist Church of Lincoln
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. - Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study/Prayer, Wed. 7 p.m.

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church

6230 Gillard Road (P.O. Box 37) Spruce, MI 48762 • 471-5464
Worship  9 a.m.

Pastor Dr. Arie VanBrenk • 202 Main Street • 736-8796

Corner of US-23 & Medor Rd.
Harrisville • 724-5160
Reopening June 4, 2023

HAVE A BESSED WINTER!

Family Heritage Baptist Church
4260 M-72 Harrisville (2.5 miles west of the light)

Pastor Ernest Ruemenapp 989-335-8282  •  www.church72.org.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
3639 South M-65, Glennie, Michigan

Hubbard Lake Rd.,
¾ mile south of White Pine National Golf Course
Pastor Christina Bright             Office 736-7816

Westminster Presbyterian Church U.S.A.

GREENBUSH COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

COMMUNITY OF CHRIST
Church School 10 a.m.  ~ Worship 11 a.m.

3155 E. F-30, Mikado MI • Church 736-8727
Pastor Char McGuire • 736-3486

2430 S. State, Greenbush • 724-5264 • Pastor A. C. Caincross
 • Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
 • Sunday Morning Service 11 a.m.
 • Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.

Catholic Parishes of the Resurrection

Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 6 p.m.

Sunday school 10 a.m.
Sunday worship 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Coffee 10 a.m.
Patch the Pirate children’s ministry on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

Sunday Morning 9 a.m. Worship Service
Everyone Welcome

Haynes Community Church
4505 Shaw Road, Harrisville, Michigan 48740

Sunday Morning Service 11 a.m. • 989-724-6665
Pastor Claire Duncan • haynescommunitychurch.org

AreA ChurCh DireCtory

Induction Loop equipped for tele-coil hearing aids

Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church (WELS)

Church Street at Traverse Bay Road
Lincoln, Mich. 48742 ~ 736-1227

Pastor David Putz~ Service, Sunday 9 a.m.

HARRISVILLE UNITED METHODIST
217 N. State St.

Worship at 10 a.m.
Rev. Reeve Segrest - Pastor  - 989-724-5450

LINCOLN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
101 E. Main St., Lincoln

Sunday Worship at 8:30 a.m.
Rev. Reeve Segrest - Pastor ~ 989-335-4282

St. Raphael, Mikado Saturday 4:30 p.m.
St. Anne, Harrisville Sunday 11 a.m.

St.Gabriel, Black River, Saturday 6:30 p.m.
St. Catherine, Ossineke Sunday 9 a.m.

Pastor John William • (989)471-5121 • (989) 724-6713

Hope LHope LHope LHope LHope Lutheran Church NALCutheran Church NALCutheran Church NALCutheran Church NALCutheran Church NALC
5462 Nickelson Hill Road, Hubbard Lake

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Bryan SalminenRev. Dr. Bryan SalminenRev. Dr. Bryan SalminenRev. Dr. Bryan SalminenRev. Dr. Bryan Salminen

989-727-3206989-727-3206989-727-3206989-727-3206989-727-3206

201 N. Second at Jefferson, Harrisville
Induction Loop equipped for tele-coil hearing aids

 Worship ~ 11 a.m. Handicap Accessible
724-6734
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By Eric Paul Roorda
Author & Artist
Fieldstone construction

sets apart the architecture of
northern Michigan. Grand
examples of fieldstone art-
istry dot the region, like the
Midland County Courthouse
and certain mansions along
the waterfront in Alpena.

But fieldstone construction
is primarily “vernacular”—
common people built all kinds
of things, from root cellars to
church steeples, using the
nuisance rocks they plowed
up from their fields, and dug
out of the foundations of their
houses.

Alcona County has its fair
share of admirable fieldstone
structures.  Most of them are
farmhouses.  A couple of them
are adorable little chapels:
the Old Stone Church at the
intersection of Poor Farm and
Shaw roads, and Spruce Pres-
byterian, which is a smaller
version of a grand fieldstone
church that went up in flames
in 1935, (Alcona is such a
flammable place).

And one is the store now
known as the Lincoln Out-

By Eric PBy Eric PBy Eric PBy Eric PBy Eric P. Roorda. Roorda. Roorda. Roorda. Roorda

C. T. Mills choice groceries: A fine
example of  fieldstone construction

doors Center, on Main Street.
That stately example of field-
stone construction tells the
success story of the Mills, an
immigrant couple from Can-
ada.

The U.S. Census shows
that the Mills were among
many Canadian newcomers
to Alcona County during its
formative years.  Thirza was
born in 1837 in Ontario, the
home province of most Cana-
dian-Alconiacs.  George, two
years older, was a “Bluenose”
from Nova Scotia.  In Canada,
Bluenoses have a certain
reputation; Nova Scotia is like
the U.P., and Bluenoses are
like Yoopers.

Their livelihood came from
timber. They established a
lumber camp on the West
Branch River, where their
strapping son, Charles T.
Mills, grew up wielding an
axe and whipsaw. Everyone
called him Charlie.

The Mills bought a piece of
land where Ritchie Road
meets Hubbard Lake Road.
Charlie married Elsa
Peterson, and the couple
bought the property across
the road from his parents,
where they raised three chil-
dren: Stuart, Ralph and Ruth.
The crossroads became
known as “Mills Corners.”

Charlie Mills had an entre-
preneurial inclination, mak-
ing a career move from the
forest and farm field to down-
town Lincoln. That’s where
he built a fieldstone store in
1928 — two stories tall with
large display windows on both
sides of the entrance — and
hung out a large sign that
read “C. T. Mills Choice Meats
Fruits Groceries.”

Charlie Mills’ wife, Elsa,
and son, Stuart, joined him
in operating the store.
Stuart’s wife, Helene Enger,
added a twist to the grocery
business in the 1940s by add-
ing a beauty salon.  Later, the
Mills’ other son, Ralph, ran
Mills Groceries with his
spouse, Marion, who was born
a Kahn. When the Mills’
daughter Ruth married, she
became a Kahn.  The affinity
between the two families
made sense; the Kahns were
grocers, too!

Now, the rumor is that one
of those miniature Meijer’s
stores is coming to Lincoln.  If
that is true, it would be grim
news for local retailers like
Kris Mart, Lincoln Hardware,
and Lincoln Sports Center.  I
hope that doesn’t happen, and
that the C. T. Mills Choice
Grocery building, which is
such a fine example of field-
stone construction, never
stands vacant.

(Eric lives in Springport,
where his parents put down
roots 50 years ago.  He was a
college history professor for
three decades. His books in-
clude, “The Ocean Read-
er” (Duke, 2020), “Twain At
Sea” (Chicago, 2018), and
“The White Tail Family: A Col-
oring Book” (R/DC Press,
2021), which is available for
$10 at eproorda@gmail.com.”)

Alcona Review
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www.alconareview.com
For events, local info
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Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you recommend any

good online hearing tests? My
husband has hearing loss,
but I can’t get him to go in
and get his hearing checked,
so I thought a simple online
test could help him recognize
he has a problem. What can
you tell me?

Loud Talking Linda

Dear Loud,
There’s actually a growing

number of very good online
and app-based hearing tests
available that will let your
husband check his hearing
on his own. These tests are a
quick and convenient option
for the millions of Americans
that have mild to moderate
hearing loss but often ignore
it, or don’t want to go through
the hassle or expense of visit-
ing an audiologist for a hear-
ing exam.

Who Should Test?
Hearing loss for most

people develops gradually
over many years of wear and
tear, which is the reason
many people don’t realize they
actually have a hearing prob-
lem.

Anyone who has difficulty
hearing or understanding
what people say, especially in
noisier environments or over
the phone. Or, if you need a
higher volume of music or TV
than other people, should take
a few minutes to test their
hearing.

Self-Hearing Tests
Online and app-based

hearing tests can serve as a
great screening tool. They are
not meant to be a diagnosis,
but rather to give you an idea
of how bad your hearing loss
is and what can be done about
it.

For most do-it-yourself
hearing tests, you’ll be ad-
vised to wear ear headphones
or earbuds and sit in a quiet
spot.

You also need to know that
there are two different type of
tests available. One type is
known as pure-tone testing,
where tones are played in

Free hearing tests can be taken at home

take less than five minutes to
complete.

What to do with Results
If the tests indicate your

husband has hearing loss,
it’s best to think of that as a
starting point. He should take
results to his doctor or an
audiologist for further evalu-
ation.

Many insurance providers
and Medicare Advantage
plans cover routine hearing
exams, however original
Medicare does not.

If his hearing loss is mild to
moderate, he should look into
the new over the counter
(OTC) hearing aids, which are
available this fall online and
at retailers like Best Buy,
Walgreens and CVS.

OTC hearing aids don’t re-
quire a prescription or medi-
cal examination for purchase
and they’re much more af-
fordable than traditional
hearing aids you buy through
an audiologist or a licensed
hearing instrument special-
ist.

(Send your senior questions
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box
5443, Norman, Okla. 73070,
or visit SavvySenior.org.)

Savvy
Senior

Alcona County Review
"Serving Alcona County Since 1877"

The Area's Only Locally Owned and Operated Newspaper

WE ALSO DO COMMERCIAL PRINTING
Envelopes • Flyers • Stationery  • 2, 3 & 4 Part Forms • Newsletters

Business Cards • Rubber Stamps • Raffle Tickets

Come See Us, We Give Free Estimates!

The Alcona County Review
111 Lake Street, Harrisville • 724-6384

decreasing volumes to deter-
mine your specific level of
hearing loss. And the other
type is known as speech-in-
noise or digits-in-noise (DIN)
where you’ll be asked to iden-
tify words, numbers, or
phrases amid background
noise.

Where to Test
If your husband uses a

smartphone or tablet, two of
my favorite app-based hear-
ing tests are the hearWHO
app created by the World
Health Organization, and the
Mimi Hearing Test app. Both
apps are free to use and are
available through the App
Store and Google Play.

HearWHO allows users to
check their hearing status
and monitor it over time us-
ing a DIN test, while Mimi
uses pure-tone and masked
threshold tests to give a de-
tailed picture of your hearing
abilities.

There are also a wide vari-
ety of online hearing tests
your husband can take on a
computer.

Some top online tests – all
offered by hearing aid manu-
facturers – for speech-in-
noise or DIN tests can be
accessed at ReSound
(resound.com/en-us/online-
hearing-test) and Mircle Ear
(miracle-ear.com/online-
hearing-test).

And some good online hear-
ing tests for pure-tone test-
ing are available by Signia
(signia.net/en/service/hear-
ing-test); Ergo (eargo.com/
hearing-health/hearing-
check); and MD Hearing Aid
(mdhearingaid.com/hearing-
test).

All of these hearing tests
are completely free to use and

The Alcona County Review continues to maintain the
policy of not charging for obituaries as long as the obitu-
ary includes the vital information of the decedent and
follows the established format. (Vital information is on
the death certificate, which becomes public information
once it is filed.) A good quality photograph can also be
included at no charge. An obituary that the family wants
published exactly as submitted, or includes memorial
type sentiment, can be published as a paid obituary.
Please include within the obituary the deceased’s connec-
tion to the area.

The Review tries to publish as much information about
the person’s life as possible – marriage, career, military
service, interests, survivors (first and last names), etc. – to
share what their life entailed. An obituary reflects the
person’s life – as presented in a newspaper. The Review
makes this effort because, while the death of the person is
considered news at the time of their passing, a full obitu-
ary with vital information also serves as a connection to
the future as many people use obituaries to research
family history – which is a very popular pursuit these
days.

Obituaries must be submitted directly by a close family
member or a funeral home. We do not republish obituar-
ies from other newspapers or electronic formats. The
editor reserves the right to edit for length, clarity and
style. Obituaries may be submitted by email to:
editor@alconareview.com.

Publishing Obituaries

People get their cats in
many ways: shelters,
rescues, breeders,
gifts and over 52 per-
cent say one of
their current
cats was a
stray.
freekibble.com

Writing Letters to the Editor
The Alcona County Review welcomes Letters to the
Editor so readers can express their opinion or draw
attention to local, regional or state issues. However,
letters on national topics will not be accepted.
• Letters to the editor must be signed with a first and last
name and include an address and phone number where
the author can be reached for confirmation or questions
during regular business hours. Unsigned letters will not
be published.
• Letters must address the editor -- not government, the
community, organizations or the authors of previously
published letters.
• Letters should be no longer than 300 words. Inappropri-
ate content will be deleted and letters will run on a space
available basis.
• This forum is not intended as a thank you section for
groups and organizations. Thank yous are considered
personal messages and therefore advertising.
Drop off letters to the Alcona County Review office at 111
Lake Street, Harrisville; mail to P.O. Box 548, Harrisville,
Mich. 48740; or e-mail using plain text format to
editor@alconareview.com.
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“Where You’re Treated Like Family”
Downtown Lincoln

Open: Mon. – Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sat. until 2 p.m.
 (989) 736-8191 • Toll Free (800) 736-9911

ALCONA MOTORS
$21,995

'13 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMTED SPORT 4X4
With sunroof, running boards, trailer pkg.,
2 year warranty on new transmission

$17,995'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT FWD
With heated seats, trailer pkg., remote start, &
back up camera

$18,995'18 CHEVY TRAX LT AWD
With remote start, back up camera & low miles

$19,995'19 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED AWD
With back up camera & great miles

$24,995'20 CHEVY EQUINOX LT AWD
With heated seats, remote start,
back up camera & low miles

'21 DODGE BIG HORN EXT. CAB 4X4
With rear power slide window, trailer pkg.,
box liner, running boards, remote start,
back up camera, excellent condition

$36,479

Lincoln Services -
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Lincoln, MI 48742
Phone: (989) 736-8157 

Medicaid and most other 
insurances are accepted.
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sliding fee offered. 
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By Rachel Coale
Forest Resources Division
Michigan DNR
With frost curling sparkles

across the windows and fuzzy
socks adorning your feet, gar-
dening season is a warm,
summer memory put to bed
under a blanket of snow.

Or is it?
It’s easy to think that yard-

work is over during snow sea-
son, but there’s a perfect win-
ter task waiting for anyone
itching to get outdoors – prun-
ing.

Pruning is more than just
giving your trees and shrubs
a trim. Sure, whacking
branch ends off will make a
tree neater, but a bit of tech-
nique will help ensure its
health and vitality. Pruning
removes damaged or sick
parts of trees and can stimu-
late new growth and fruit pro-
duction.

“The best time to prune
most trees is in late winter to
early spring before growth
starts,” said Kevin Sayers,
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources Urban and
Community Forestry pro-
gram leader. “That’s Janu-
ary to March in Michigan.”

During this time, trees are
dormant, and sap is not flow-
ing, which minimizes the im-
pact of cuts from pruning.
The shape of broadleaf, or
deciduous trees can be seen
best when branches are not
obscured by leaves.

The potential for transfer
of diseases by insects is also
at its lowest in winter since
it’s too cold for beetles and
flies to move about. This is
important for oak trees that
can be infected fatally with
oak wilt disease in warmer
months when beetles move
from tree to tree.

Most trees and shrubs
should be pruned in winter,
except spring-flowering
plants like hydrangeas and
dogwoods. Prune them after
they flower.

How to Prune
Specific pruning tech-

niques can vary by plant spe-
cies, blooming time and
whether the tree produces
fruit, but the basics remain
the same.

To prune a tree, look at its
overall branch structure and
shape.

First, remove diseased,
dead or broken branches.
Then cut any branches that
cross and rub together, as
well as any that make the
tree grow lopsided. Work

Winter pruning tips – snip or saw
your way to healthier trees

This graphic shows the difference between a good
pruning cut, outside the tree’s natural branch collar,
and a bad one, a flush cut that removes the branch
collar. Image courtesy of University of Minnesota.

around the tree, not just from
one side, so the shape is even.
Prune away suckers sprout-
ing from the base of single-
stem trees and trim off low-
hanging branches.

When pruning away twigs
and branches, find the sweet
spot: don’t leave long stubs
that can be slow healing, but
don’t make flush cuts that
remove the branch collar, the
slight swelling where the
branch meets the stem.

Wounds created by cuts
too close to the trunk can
injure the tree. Always make
pruning cuts on the outside
of the natural branch collar.

Pruning should improve air
flow in a tree or shrub by
opening up the crown but
avoid removing more than 25
percent of the tree in any
single year so it can recover
more easily.

The “less is more” rule ap-
plies to pruning. Good prun-
ing is not measured by the
quantity of material removed,
but rather by the quality.

Remove heavy or long
limbs using the “three-cut
method” to prevent damage
to your tree. First, cut the
end third of the branch off.
Then remove the middle third,
and finally, cut the remain-
ing third above the branch
collar. This prevents a heavy
branch from tearing off a strip
of bark as it falls.

To finish, is a pruning
spray needed? Tree care pro-
fessionals say no.  “Trees are

able to naturally repair and
seal themselves after prun-
ing, so treatment is not nec-
essary,” said Lawrence
Sobson, DNR urban forester
and partnership coordinator.

Equipment
Having the right tool for

the job will make pruning
quicker and easier. Depend-
ing on the size and type of
plant, here are a few options
to consider investing in:

• Hand-held pruning
shears – use for small trees
and shrubs, roses and detail
work.

• Long-handled loppers –
best for shrubs, hedges and
larger fruit trees.

• Pruning saw or long-
handled pole saw – used to
remove low-hanging over-
head limbs, large branches
or brush.

Maintain these tools by
keeping a sharp edge, which
will help neatly cut twigs in-
stead of crushing them with
dull blades. Keep them clean
by wiping them with alcohol
or a cleaning wipe after use
to prevent the transfer of dis-
eases between plants. A bit of
oil before storing tools can
help keep blades and moving
parts from rusting.

When to Call
a Professional

Some pruning tasks are
manageable at home, while
others are best left to ex-
perts.

When dealing with large,
heavy branches or tall trees,
especially those located near
a building or electrical wires,
don’t take risks. Tree care
can be dangerous, so have
tough jobs handled by a pro-
fessional tree service com-
pany.

Find a landscaping com-
pany accredited with the Tree
Care Industry Association or
a certified arborist with the
Michigan chapter of the In-
ternational Society of
Arborculture.

If a pruning project is do-
it-yourself sized, gather gear

Continued on page 7
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Thoughts
to Ponder

Will you turn around?
By Paul White
Columnist
There’s a movie that came

out in November of 2009
called “The Blind Side” and
it’s a true story of a wealthy
white couple, with a son and
daughter, who adopt an 18-
year-old homeless African
American. That African
American went on to be
drafted in the NFL by the
Baltimore Ravens and played
eight years in the NFL.

Twenty minutes into the
movie the husband is driving
their vehicle, his wife is in the
front passenger seat, and his
son in the back seat. They
come to a stop sign, look left
and see “Big Mike” about to
cross in front of their car. It’s
raining and it’s cold and Big
Mike doesn’t have a jacket
on.

Dad rolls down the window
and asks him where he’s go-
ing. Big Mike says, “the gym.”
He walks in front of their car,
they turn going the other way,
and without uttering a word
the mom begins to process
the scenario, realizes what
Big Mike said can’t be true,
and finally says to her hus-
band, “turn around.”

So, they turn around, pull
up next to Big Mike, she gets
out of the vehicle and asks
him to tell her the truth. He
relents and admits he has no
place to stay that night. She
takes immediate action with-
out considering any conse-
quences; she does what she
believes is the right thing at
that particular moment.

She makes him get in their
vehicle and, instantly, their
lives changed forever.

“Turn around” -- those
words were to become very
important to me. The man
who was the actual Father
from “The Blind Side” story
came and spoke at the Mid-
land Center for the Arts. After
his speech, the Father took
questions from the audience.
He was asked what he had
learned from the whole expe-
rience.

He shared that the most
important lesson was that we

all need to “turn around.”
That one comment his wife
made changed his life, and
his family’s life, forever. As
I’ve thought deeply about this
phrase “turn around,” I real-
ized that every day all of us
are exposed to opportunities
that we have developed near-
perfect responses for -- re-
sponses that allow us to con-
tinue with our day without
interruption -- without turn-
ing around because that
would cause us an inconve-
nience, or an interruption of
our plan, or a possible com-
mitment of some sort.

Personally, many of the
moments that define the very
best moments and memories
of my life began with me turn-
ing around. For me, turning
around is always defined by
helping others. It may be in
small ways such as not walk-
ing by something that has
fallen off a hanger, or shelf, in
a store and taking the time to
put it back on the hanger or
shelf rather than thinking
“Hey, I didn’t cause it to fall so
why should I be the one who
picks it up?”

It may be helping the indi-
vidual whose vehicle is on the
shoulder of the highway with
a flat tire, or a friend-in-need
that you take a meal to. It
may be paying for the order of
the vehicle behind us in the
drive-thru. It may be a major
life decision like choosing to
adopt a child or teenager like
the couple did that inspired
the book and movie “The Blind
Side.” They all count as op-
portunities where we could
choose to turn around. This
may sound strange but “turn-
ing around” became a suc-
cessful parenting strategy for

me. Many of the times I turned
around I had our sons with
me and, like it or not, our kids
observe and process every
single thing we do and say.
Turning around helped my
wife and I show them the
value of helping others for no
other reason than it being
“the right thing to do.”

Will you choose to turn
around every day? Will you
practice turning around un-
til it becomes second nature
for you? Will you allow it to
shape your character into the
person you were meant to be?

I’ll attempt to inspire you
with one final thought. While
I’m one of the most imperfect
people you could ever know,
each day I try to turn around
every time an opportunity
presents itself. From the
smallest to the biggest, I have
proof that each and every time
I turn around, I experience
long-lasting joy and happi-
ness. That alone is a worth-
while incentive.

Just think if we could con-
vince everyone in our com-
munity to turn around and
help others each day.

Maybe we could get this
“turning around” thing to go
viral.

(Paul White is an entrepre-
neur, business owner, and a
guest columnist from Midland,
Mich. He can be reached at
coach@theanswerdiscovery.com.)

Do You
Have News
We can Use?

Call the Alcona Review
at  724-6384 or e-mail to:

editor@alconareview.com
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JOHN or STEVE PLOWMAN

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Get ready for winter
See us for Snow Tires

AUSABLE COLLISION & GLASS

And all vehicle Accessories
AuSableCollisionandglass@gmail.com

5660 F-41, Oscoda MI 48750 • 989-569-6600

Joe Gonzales
Licensed Builder
(989) 464-2337

P.O. Box 552
Harrisville, MI 48740

Licensed & Insured

Backwoods Home Maintenance
by Joe

SNOW PLOWING
Painting - Snow Plowing - Siding - Power Washing

Repairs of Any Type • 30 years experience

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING
COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION

Licensed - Insured - Certified
3021 S. State, Glennie, Michigan 48737

HEATING & COOLING

989-735-4255
Serving Northeast Michigan!

DAVID SWEET

Established 1969

ABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISION
Environmentally Friendly Green Collision Shop.

Dave Abend, Owner,
Phone: 989-471-2811
Fax: 989-471-2291

10130 US-23
Ossineke, MI 49766

e-mail: abc@abendbrothers.com

NORTHEAST MICHIGAN’S BOAT SOURCE
Mercury Outboards • MerCruiser

J.C. Pontoons • ShoreMaster Hoists • Lund
MirroCraft Aluminum Boats & Docks

FRED SIEBERT
Parts & Service

VIKING MARINE, INC.

JOHN M. UNKOVICH
Sales & Service

4968 N. HUBBARD LAKE ROAD, SPRUCE, MICHIGAN 48762
(989) 727-2797

vikingmarine-hubbardlake.com
Certified Mercury & MerCruiser Parts & Service
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Adam Ritchie
Master ASE-Cert. (989) 724-3250

Heavy Truck &
Auto Repair

366 S. US-23,
 Harrisville

Mark A. Shultz, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
297 S. State St.
Oscoda, MI 48750
Office: (989) 739-5469
Fax: (866) 462-1226
Toll Free: (866) 739-5469

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Area Businesses At  Your Service

Oscoda Area Chiropractic Center
Dr. Terry D. Trombley

Now participating with most Obamacare
insurance policies including Medicaid, Medicare,

Blue Cross, Commercials
FALL HOURS: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Closed Tuesday and Thursday
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(989) 739-0077
5671 N. Skeel Ave. Located in the Base Hospital, Oscoda

FOCUS ON YOUR HEALTH
Lose Weight Keep in Shape!

It’s Affordable and Fun
Just $2 per visit

Friendly staff will assist you. Walk-ins welcome.

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 6 a.m. until as needed
Lincoln (989) 736-1146 or stop by 923 Barlow Road, Lincoln, MI

VRC Rehabilitation and
 Physical Therapy

We provide in-home
 physical therapy

We accept most insurances

HARRISCONSTRUCTION

Mechanical Contractor
State Licensed and Insured
harrisjeff1965@yahoo.com

Building Plumbing & Heating
(989) 737-1870 • (989) 724-5244

One Contractor-Start to Finish
Licensed Builder • Remodeling Specialist • Master Plumber
Jeffrey Harris

4963 Campbell St.
Greenbush, MI 48738

Dirty Deeds

Septic Services

Give Your
Septic a
Break,

Call Jake!
Servicing Alcona and Surrounding Counties

989-735-5555
www.jakesexcavatinginc.com

CLEARVIEW CAR WASH
US 23 North, East Tawas & Oscoda

STATE STREET AUTO WASH
105 Mason St., Alpena (989) 356-1923

Car Washes for
a Month

starting at $20
with the

Everwash App.

Jasso Tree
& Landscape Management

Michael J. Jasso III
3rd Generation Arborist

(248) 521-9185
mjjassotree@yahoo.com

• Tree & Shrub Trimming

   and Removals

• Tree Planting

• Property Management

• Tree & Shrub Fertilization

• Brick Paving & Step Specialists

• Boulder Walls

• Retaining Walls

• Total Landscapes

EDouble E Design

Ed Eddinger
989-736-6104

Double E DesignE
Cabinet Maker

3109 E. Trask Lake Rd.
Lincoln, Mich. 48742

Refresh Dated Kitchen Cabinetry
Resurfaced Tabletops • Repair Damaged Furniture

Kirt Robinson
HOME IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
Repair the inside and outside of your home.

Specializing in Decks
With 45 years of experience.

989-335-3235
for a Free same day Quote.
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201 Main St., Harrisville, MI 48740
(989) 724-6552
Toll Free (888) 724-6552
Fax (989) 724-5223 Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Roger L. Lemons, Agent

Home • Auto • Life Insurance
Here To Help Life Go Right

Lyle Somers meets death in tragic accident
Popular Lad Fatally Wounded While Hunting

January 4, 1923 ~ The
community was shocked Sat-
urday when word went out
that Lyle Somers had been
fatally wounded by his brother
Howard while the two boys
were hunting rabbits in
Hartigan’s woods a mile from
town.

The two brothers, Lyle 14,
and Howard, 15 years of age,
were great pals and on Satur-
day afternoon set out with
their shot guns to spend a few
hours in the woods. They left
the road at the Con. Hartigan
farm and had proceeded but
a short distance in the brush
when they saw a rabbit and
Lyle shot at it.

The boys were close to-
gether and in some manner
Howard’s gun was discharged
accidentally. The full charge
of fine shot entered Lyle’s body
near the base of the spine
and tore a great hole through
to the front of the abdomen,
where it lodged just under
the skin, only a few of the
shot coming through. Howard
was at his brother’s side al-
most before he fell to the
ground and helped him to a
place out near the road when
the stricken lad collapsed and
was lowered to the ground.
Mrs. Thos. Evans, who wit-

nessed the tragedy from her
home near by, ran to the scene
with towels and blankets
while Howard ran to L.H.
Dunn’s house a quarter mile
away to telephone for help.

Dr. A. R. Miller hastened to
the scene but a glance con-
vinced him the boy was be-
yond help. He hastened back
to town and sent Claud Yockey
with his auto after Lyle while
he prepared the hospital to
receive the wounded boy. Lyle
lived only a short time after
being placed in the hospital,
and had passed away in less
than an hour from the time
he was wounded.

That he lived as long as he
did was considered a miracle.
He was conscious during the
greater part of the time and
realized that he could not live.
He was brave to the end and
only said he wished they had
not gone hunting.

Funeral services were held
Tuesday afternoon from the
home of the grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Miller, and
the Presbyterian church, with
Rev. C. M. Boyce in charge.
The gathering of the people at
the church was very large
many not being able to get
into the building. Interment
was made in the west cem-

etery. Lyle Somers was born
in Harrisville June 26, 1908,
and was the son of Mrs. L. R.
Ross. The two boys, Howard,
who is only 15 months older,
and Lyle, lived in Harrisville
practically all their lives; they
were inseparable companions
and great favorites in the
community and in the school.
Howard is inconsolable in his
grief over the loss of his chum
and brother and the tragic
manner of his untimely death.

The deepest sympathy is
felt for him. Lyle was a stu-
dent in the Harrisville schools,
being an officer in the Junior
High. He was popular among
his companions, who at-
tended the funeral and in
other ways expressed their
sympathy for the living and
their grief and love for their
departed companion.

Besides the mother and
brother, there are large num-
ber of other relatives surviv-
ing. Among those who mourn
deeply are the grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Miller, with
whom the two boys lived for
many years.

Bowling alley &
dairy bar under

construction
January 1, 1948 ~ A much

needed recreational center for
Alcona County is now under
construction in Harrisville at
the south city limits on US-
23.

The new eight-lane bowl-
ing alley and dairy bar will be
of the latest modern equip-
ment. The building, con-
structed of cinder blocks, will
be 52x147 feet and has an
offset set aside for a dance
hall for the teenagers.

The new business is being
started by Mr. and Mrs. Lewis
Kerbyson of Greenbush, for-
merly of Detroit. The new
equipment has already ar-
rived and is now in storage
awaiting the completion of
the building. Mr. Kerbyson
states that if weather per-
mits, the dairy bar and alleys
will be open to the public in
early May.

New Alcona County judge of  probate
January 4, 1973 ~ Gov.

William G. Milliken Friday
announced the appointment
of Paul T. Dwyer Jr., 3313
South U.S.-23, Greenbush,
as Judge of Probate for Al-
cona County for a term expir-
ing January 1, 1975.

Dwyer, an attorney, suc-
ceeds the Honorable J.
Russell Hughes, Sr., who re-
tired at noon Friday.

Dwyer attended the Uni-
versity of Detroit and received
his LLB from the Detroit Col-
lege of Law in 1960.

He is a member of the State
and American Bar Associa-
tions the American Judica-
ture Society and the 23rd.
Judicial Circuit Bar Associa-
tion.

Dwyer was an attorney for
Metropolitan Airport in 1961-

63 and in 1963 until 1965
was in private practice in Ply-
mouth.

He later was associated
with Chrysler Corporation
and Chrysler Realty Corpo-
ration until entering private
practice in 1971 as partner in
the law firm of Dwyer and
Naegele in Oscoda.

Senate confirmation of the
appointment is not required.

Fire destroys
Lyle Selman barn

January 4, 1973 ~  Fire
completely destroyed the large
barn, milk house, milking
parlor and a loafing shed on
the farm owned by Mr. and
Mrs. Lyle Selman of South
Coville, Road. Mikado. It was
discovered at1:00 a. m. Sat-
urday, December 30.

Among the losses in the
blaze were 50 head of calves,
yearlings and two year old
heifers; 150 tons of hay and a
loaded hay wagon. Cause of
the fire is believed to have
been faulty electric wiring.

The Mikado, Greenbush
and Harrisville Fire Depart-
ments were called.
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ciate the opportunity to take
a breath every six weeks or
so, and that’s more humane,”
Hornak said

“The kids really appreciate
that,” he said. “They work
really, really hard, they go
home and rest up. When the
teacher is rested and well
planned, they can come back
and engage the kids at a
deeper level.”

Holt students typically
have a break every six weeks:
in October, November, Feb-
ruary, March and a two-week
break in December for Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day.

“When school districts shut
down for 12 or 13 weeks in
the summer, it is often diffi-
cult to meet the needs of our
students,” Hornak said.

“A balanced calendar af-
fords us an opportunity to
access our kids to provide
them many of the things they
deeply desire — for instance,
access to instruction and
materials, food, in some cases
clothing and before and after
school care,” he said.

Kellie Flaminio has two
children, one in fifth grade
and the other is in ninth
grade. Both attended Hori-
zon Elementary but now they
attend schools with a tradi-
tional calendar.

Her oldest child is a special
education student, she said.
“Not having the 12-week
(break) helped him to con-
tinue to grow academically.
He does miss the shorter sum-
mers because it’s time away
from friends and it’s time
away from structure, and he
does like routine.”

Akron-Fairgrove School in
Tuscola County and Beecher
Community School District
just north of Flint also follow
a balanced calendar. Akron-
Fairgrove Schools follow a
slightly different calendar: It
has a week-long break every
six weeks but in June stu-
dents attend Monday-
Wednesday, a half-day on
Thursdays and have Fridays
off.

“There are so many posi-
tive things about the balanced
calendar,” said Diane Foster,
the superintendent for Ak-
ron-Fairgrove Schools.  “Our
families love it, our students
love it.”

Calendar
Continued from page 1

and size up the scene before
starting.

Work gloves are a must for
pruning, especially if dealing
with a thorny plant. When
working on a particularly
overgrown or dense tree, also
consider putting on a pair of
safety glasses or goggles be-
fore diving in to avoid getting
poked in the eye.

When trimming low-hang-
ing branches, a long-handled
pole saw is very helpful as it
allows the pruner to work
from the ground. Be aware
that branches can swing and
strike if only partially cut
through, so make decisive
cuts, work in small sections
at a time and be aware of
surroundings.

When dealing with any-
thing taller than an individual
can reach with a pole saw, be
sure to evaluate abilities and

Pruning Continued from page 6

safety. “Ladders are useful
for changing light bulbs and
cleaning gutters, but are not
usually appropriate for prun-
ing tree limbs,” said Sayers.

Ladders are unstable and
usually aren’t large enough
to reach desired branches for
pruning mature trees, which
can be anywhere from 20 to
100 feet tall. In most cases, if
the situation needs a ladder
to accomplish the work, it
probably should be done by a
professional instead.

From homes for birds to
tasty fruit to cooling shade in
the summertime, trees and
shrubs provide an array of
natural benefits. With the
right knowledge, tools and
care, trees and shrubs will be
happier, healthier and thriv-
ing. Heavy or long limbs should be removed using the

“three-cut method” to prevent the branch from tearing
off a strip of bark as it falls, as shown in this photo.
Photo by Joseph O’Brien, USDA Forest Service.



Strange But True
By Lucie Winborne

Moments In Time
By The History ChannelTrivia Test

By Fifi Rodriguez • On Jan. 16, 1547, Ivan IV Vasilyevich (aka "Ivan the
Terrible") crowned himself the first czar of Moscow. But was
that nickname really deserved? Yes and no: "Terrible" more
accurately meant "strong," "menacing" and "impressive" in
his day, but there's no denying the ruler had a pretty fierce,
and on occasion murderous, temper as well.

• On Jan. 22, 1930, excavation began for the Empire State
Building. Completed just a little more than a year after
construction started, at 102 stories it held the record for
world's tallest building until 1972, when it was succeeded by
the city's World Trade Center.

• On Jan. 17, 1949, the first Volkswagen Type 1, or Beetle,
in the U.S. arrived from Germany. It was designed by
Ferdinand Porsche at the request of Adolf Hitler and sold well
because it was not just well built, but reasonably priced, soon
becoming "America's budget car."

• On Jan. 19, 1977, citizens of Miami received a jaw-
droppingly unexpected gift from the sky -- a dusting of snow
for the first time in the city's history. To date, it was also the
last occurrence. Well, maybe next year ...

• On Jan. 18, 1996, Lisa Marie Presley filed for divorce from
Michael Jackson. Speculation as to the cause of the split ran
as rampant as the questioning of the rather bizarre coupling
in the first place, but Presley herself laid the blame simply on
"irreconcilable differences."

• On Jan. 20, 2010, the Chinese government banned the
movie "Avatar," claiming its plot mirrored the nation's forced
land evictions. Officials feared the fictional indigenous Na'vi
race's revolt could prompt a similar uprising among real-life
citizens.

• On Jan. 21, 2014, activist Kanstantsin Zhukouski
nominated his pet parrot in a local council election in
Belarus. Unfortunately, he never found out whether the
parrot could have actually won, as he soon withdrew its
candidacy, probably to avoid a penalty after proving his
aimed-for point on the uselessness of his country's politics.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

• A Cornish milkman named Steve Leech was making his
rounds when he saw a shop on fire. Using 320 pints of milk,
he not only extinguished the flames, but saved seven other
stores in the process, earning a "Hero Milkman of the
Millennium" award from the National Dairymen's Associa-
tion.

• An albatross typically spends the first six years of its life
flying over the ocean without ever setting foot on the ground.

• In the 1990s, a mysterious soda vending machine
dispensing rare and discontinued drinks appeared in Seattle.
No one knew who filled it, but sadly, in 2018, it vanished as
suddenly as it came, with an explanatory note saying it "went
for a walk."

• The first women's boots were designed for and worn by
Queen Victoria.

• "Ergophobia" is the fear of work or the workplace.
Psychologists attribute the condition to a combination of
concerns about failing at tasks, public speaking and social
anxiety.

• A 59-year-old man with no previous criminal record held
up a bank for the measly sum of just $1. So what was he
actually after? A prison sentence, so he could get free health
care.

• Red is the first color a baby sees.
• If diamonds really are a gal's best friend, she might like

to pay a visit to the planet known as 55 Cancri e, which is
believed to be principally covered in graphite and diamond. Of
course, she would also need to bring enough rocks back home
to cover the cost of the $12 million spaceship she'd need to get
there.

• There are more historic artifacts under the sea than in all
of the world's museums.

***
Thought for the Day: "I have learned over the years that

when one's mind is made up, this diminishes fear." -- Rosa
Parks

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. HISTORY: What is the name of the ancient trade route that connected the East and West?
2. LITERATURE: What was playwright Anton Chekhov's other profession?
3. TELEVISION: Who are the next-door neighbors in TV's sitcom "Laverne & Shirley"?
4. GEOGRAPHY: Which continent has the most countries?
5. MUSIC: What does the shortened term K-pop stand for?
6. FOOD & DRINK: What is another name for a kiwi?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: From which Roman god did the month of January get its
name?
8. MEDICAL TERMS: If you suffer from medial tibial stress syndrome, what is the condition
commonly called?
9. PSYCHOLOGY: What irrational fear is represented in the condition called ablutophobia?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a baby turkey called?Answers: 1. The Silk Road.; 2. Physician.; 3. Lenny and Squiggy.; 4. Africa.; 5. Korean popular music.; 6. Chinese gooseberry.; 7. Janus,
the god of beginnings and endings.; 8. Shin splints.; 9. Fear of bathing.; 10. A poult. (c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

BUYING
TIMBER

Buying standing timber, mini-
mum five acres. Cole Forest
Products (989) 736-8928.

BINGO
Mikado Goodfellows Bingo ev-
ery Monday 6:30 p.m. at Mikado
Civic Center.  Winner-takes-all
game and hot balQl. All proceeds
to charity.

FOR  SALE

Jamieson
Nursing Home

Now Hiring
R.N, LP.N., CNA

and a cook.
Call 989-724-6889

LEGAL NOTICE

Alcona County Review
Classifieds

Ads may be brought in to our office at 111 Lake St., Harrisville
Cost per ad is $5 for the first 10 words and 20¢ for each word

thereafter. Boxed ads are $5 per column inch.
Ads and payment must be received by 4 p.m. Monday.

Call 989-724-6384

All Classified Ads MUST be Paid in Advance

Notice of Mortgage
Foreclosure Sale

This firm is a debt collector attempt-
ing to collect a debt. Any informa-
tion we obtain will be used for that
purpose.
Attention homeowner: If you are a
military service member on active
duty, if your period of active duty
has concluded less than 90 days ago,
or if you have been ordered to active
duty, please contact the attorney for
the party foreclosing the  mortgage
at the telephone numbers stated in
this notice.
Attention purchasers: This sale may
be rescinded by the foreclosing mort-
gagee.  In the event, your damages,
if any, shall be limited solely to the
return of the bid amount tendered at
sale, plus interest.
Default having been made in the
terms and conditions of a Mortgage
made by Michael C. Simon as mort-
gagor, to Northland Area Federal
Credit Union as mortgagee, which
mortgage is dated October 29, 2012,
and recorded in the office of the
register of deeds for Alcona County,
Michigan, on November 5, 2012, in
Liber 492 at pages 1,334-1,348, and
upon which mortgage is claimed to

be due on the date of this notice the
sum of $55,386.26, and no suit or
proceedings at law or equity having
been instituted to recover the debt
secured by said mortgage, or any
part thereof;
Now, Therefore, by virtue of a power
of foreclosure sale by advertisement
contained in said Mortgage, notice
is hereby given under section 3212
of the revised judicature act of 1961,
1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212, that
the following mortgage will be fore-
closed by sale of the mortgage pre-
mises, or some part of them, at a
public auction sale to the highest
bidder for cash or cashier’s check at
the place of holding the circuit court
in Alcona County starting promptly
at 10 a.m., on February 8, 2023.
The amount due on the mortgage
may be greater on the day of the sale.
Placing the highest bid at the sale
does not automatically entitle the
purchaser to free and clear owner-
ship of the property. A potential pur-
chaser is encouraged to contact the
county register of deeds office or a
title insurance company, either of
which may charge a fee for this in-
formation.
The land and premises in said mort-

gage, being situated in the Town-
ship of Greenbush, County of
Alcona, State of Michigan, and de-
scribed as follows:
Lot 340 Huron-Cedar Lakes Subdi-
vision No. 2, as per plat thereof
recorded in Liber 1 of Plats, pages
91 of Alcona County records. Com-
monly known as: 3178 South US-
23, Greenbush, Michigan 48738
Please be advised that the borrower
will be held responsible to the per-
son who buys the property at the
mortgage foreclosure sale, or to the
mortgage holder, for damaging the
property during the redemption pe-
riod.
The redemption period shall be six
months from the date of such sale,
unless the premises are determined
abandoned in accordance with
MCLA 600.3241(a), in which case
the redemption period shall be 30
days from the date of such sale.
Dated: December 12, 2022
Paul E. Wenzloff (P27662)
Attorney for Mortgagee
903 N. Jackson Street
Bay City, Mich. 48708
(989) 893-9511
12-21, 12-28, 1-4, 1-11

Central Boiler Certified Classic
Edge outdoor furnaces. Excep-
tional performance and value.
Call today! Gauthier Heating &
Cooling (989) 471-2478.

Notice of Foreclosure
By Advertisement

Notice is given under section 3212
of the revised judicature act of 1961,
1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212, that
the following mortgage will be fore-
closed by a sale of the mortgaged
premises, or some part of them, at a
public auction sale to the highest
bidder for cash or cashier’s check at
the place of holding the circuit court
in Alcona County, starting promptly
at 10 a.m., on February 1, 2023.
The amount due on the mortgage
may be greater on the day of the sale.
Placing the highest bid at the sale
does not automatically entitle the
purchaser to free and clear owner-
ship of the property. A potential
purchaser is encouraged to contact
the county register of deeds office or
a title insurance company, either of
which may charge a fee for this
information.
Mortgage information: Default has
been made in the conditions of a
certain mortgage made by James F.
Larson and Christine Larson, hus-
band and wife, whose address is
5510 N. Barlow Road, Spruce, Mich.
48762, as original mortgagors, to
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., being a mortgage
dated April 24, 2004, and recorded
on May 5, 2004 in Liber 400, page
413, Alcona County records, State
of Michigan and then assigned to
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mort-
gage Servicing, as assignee as docu-
mented by an assignment dated Oc-
tober 6, 2021 and recorded on Octo-
ber 6, 2021 in document number
202100003978, Alcona County
records, Michigan. On which mort-
gage there is claimed to be due at the
date hereof the sum of twenty-nine
thousand eight hundred fourty-three

and 69/100 ($29,843.69).
Said premises are situated in the
Township of Alcona, County of
Alcona, State of Michigan, and are
described as: Commencing at the
SW corner of Section 18, T28N,
R9E, Alcona Township, Alcona
County, Michigan; thence N
00°25’34" E along the west line of
said section and the centerline of F-
41 Highway, 209.00 feet to the point
of beginning; thence continuing N
00°25’34" E along said west line and
said centerline, 96.99 ft; thence N
89°54’40" E 100.00 ft; thence S
46°16’40" E 37.22 ft; thence S
89°18’31" E 183.60 ft; thence S
04°51’36" E 278.67 ft; thence S
89°54’40" W along the south line of
said section and the centerline of
Black River Road, 128.07 ft.; thence
N 00°25’34" E 209.00 ft.; thence S
89°54’40,” W 209.00 ft. to the point
of beginning. Said parcel being a
part of the SW 1/4 of the SW 1/4 of
said Section 18 and containing 1.14
acres of land, more or less. Being
subject to the rights of the public
over the westerly 100 feet and the
southerly 33 feet thereof. Also being
subject to easements, restrictions and
zoning of record, if any. Legal from
deed book   371 page 634: All the
following described premises situ-
ated in the Township of Alcona,
County of Alcona, State of Michi-
gan, to-wit: The north half (N-1/2) of
the following described premises:
Commencing at the highway corner
post, being a part of the southwest
quarter (SW 1/4) of the southwest
quarter (SW-1/4) of Section 18,
T28N, R9E, thence north 209 feet
along highway 171, thence east 209
feet, thence south 209 feet, thence
west 209 feet to the point of begin-
ning; Subject to any part thereof

used for roadway purpose or clear
vision purpose as given in release of
highway right of way recorded in
Liber 55 of deeds, page 270, Alcona
County Records. Street Address:
5510 N. Barlow Road, Spruce, MI
48762.
The redemption period shall be 12
months from the date of such sale,
unless the property is determined
abandoned in accordance with
MCLA § 600.3241a in which case
the redemption period shall be 30
days from the date of the sale. If the
property is sold at a foreclosure sale
under Chapter 32 of the Revised
Judicature Act of 1961, pursuant to
MCLA § 600.3278, the borrower
will be held responsible to the per-
son who buys the property at the
mortgage foreclosure sale or to the
mortgage holder for damaging the
property during the redemption pe-
riod.
This firm is a debt collector at-
tempting to collect a debt, and any
information we obtain will be used
for that purpose. Attention home-
owner: If you are a military service
member on active duty, if your pe-
riod of active duty has concluded
less than 90 days ago, or if you have
been ordered to active duty, please
contact the attorney for the party
foreclosing the mortgage at the tele-
phone number stated in this notice.
Dated: January 4, 2023
For more information, please con-
tact the attorney for the party fore-
closing:
Kenneth J. Johnson, Johnson,
Blumberg, & Associates, LLC,
5955 West Main Street, Suite 18,
Kalamazoo, Mich. 49009
Telephone: (312) 541-9710.
File No.: MI 22 4727
1-4, 1-11, 1-18,1-25

Kovels: Antiques & Collecting
By Terry and Kim Kovel

No one is sure who
made the first hooked
rugs, but most histori-
ans think it was the Vi-
kings. We do know that
in the early 19th cen-
tury, floormats were
made in the United
States from 9-inch-long
pieces of yarn leftover
from machines that
made rugs.

The first rugs to in-
terest U.S. collectors
were made at Grenfell
Mission, a philanthropic
organization founded in
1892 to help residents
of Labrador and New-
foundland, Canada. In
the 1920s and '30s, they
developed a cottage in-
dustry to make and sell
handicrafts. Items in-
cluded knitted goods
and hooked rugs from
donated dyed silk stock-
ings, and later flannel-
ette, wool and burlap.
The rugs had artists'
scenes of Labrador and
were sold in retail shops
in the U.S. and England.
Grenfell rugs are now
prized by collectors.

By 1940, rug making
had become an art form,
not just a job for the
poor. Artists and ama-
teurs made hooked rugs
to use or sell. This
hooked rug pictures a
map of the United
States. On the back it
reads, "For Peter Stone
on his 5th birthday Nov.
10, 1940, with Carlo's
love." Perfect prov-
enance. It sold at a
Cowan's auction for
$469.

* * *
Q: I found an old serv-

ing tray in a resale shop
that caught my eye. It is
handpainted with flow-
ers and leaves. There is
a lot of gold detail. It
looks old. The sales-

This hooked rug with a picture of the conti-
nental United States has the name of the
recipient and the date on the back. It brought
$469 at Cowan's Auctions. Photo courtesy of
Kovels.com

Hooked rugs

Veteran's Post
By Freddy Graves

woman said it was
toleware. What is that?

A: Toleware is painted
tinware, usually with a
black varnished back-
ground and designs
painted on by hand or
stenciled. It is correct to
call any painted tin-
plated sheet metal
"painted tin." Tin was
painted to protect it from
rust as well as to make
it attractive. Toleware
made before the 19th
century was often called
japanned ware. The de-
signs were sometimes
inspired by Japanese
lacquer ware. Toleware
prices depend on the
design and whether
there is rust or paint
loss. It is very popular
today and a tray can
sell for $200 or more.
There is also toleware
with a red background.

* * *
TIP: Don't shake dirt

out of a small rug. The
whipping action will
break small fibers and
loosen the knots. You
can put it face down on
clean snow. It will re-
move dust and dirt.

* * *
CURRENT PRICES
Glass decanter, Kluck

Kluck, blue, shaped
sides, short cylindrical
neck, flattened rim,
clear and blue stopper,
Holmegaard, 1960s, 10
1/4 x 3 3/8 inches, $85.

Doll, Mary Hoyer,
Amish girl, hard plastic,
sleep eyes, brunette
hair, blue dress, white
apron, pleated bonnet,
original box with inserts,
1950s, 14 inches, $240.

Jewelry, pin and ear-
rings, trembler, layered
brass flowers, domed
moonstone cabochon
centers, dangling filigree
brass beads with moon-
stone ends, Joseff of
Hollywood, pin 6 x 3
inches, earrings 2 1/2
inches, $935.

Toy, seesaw with
rocking clowns, painted
cast iron, two clowns
with hinged arms and
hips, rocking action
makes marble roll from
one clown to the other,
Muller & Kadeder, Ger-
many, 8 1/2 inches,
$1,110.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

If you've ever had any-
thing stolen out of your
mailbox, or if a check
has just failed to show
up, you know the angst,
trouble and problems
that follow because of
that missing money.

The Department of
Veterans Affairs has a
way to safeguard the
benefit money that
comes to you. The Vet-
erans Benefits Banking
Program, for veterans
and beneficiaries, will do
a direct deposit into your
account.

According to the VA,
if receiving a paper
check, you're 16 times
more likely to have it
lost or stolen. You're 22
times more likely to have
it go missing altogether
and need to file a claim
for it, which of course
takes time. They say that

Get your money faster with direct deposit
since many veterans are
using direct deposit,
fraud has gone down by
93%.

And with direct de-
posit, you'll get your
money faster. It sud-
denly just appears in
your account, on time,
every time, not making
its way through the
postal system.

Through the banking
program, there are 43
banking institutions
that have signed up to
provide low or no-cost
checking and savings
accounts. You can find
those banks here:
veteransbenefitsbanking.org/
financial-institutions.
(Don't miss the FAQ. A
lot of questions are an-
swered.) Scroll down to
the list of banks. (I'm a
fan of USAA.) If you al-
ready have a bank ac-

count (or credit union)
and you like them, you
can set up a direct de-
posit right into your ac-
count. Call the VA at
800-827-1000 and find
more information at
www.va.gov/change-di-
rect-deposit.

It can take a little
while to think about this
kind of change if you've
never had direct deposit.
But it can be rather dis-
concerting to have a
neighbor from a block
away show up at your
door with a check that
was mistakenly deliv-
ered to them.

You can eliminate a
big source of worry and
potential problems if you
consider signing up for
direct deposit for your
benefit payment.

(c) 2023 King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.
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