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God Bless America

The 26th annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) will
take place February 17-20. Residents of Iosco and Alcona
counties will have an opportunity to submit valuable data to
researchers about the various bird species and their num-
bers located in this region prior to the massive global spring
migrations.

 Sponsored by Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Audubon, Birds
Canada, and Wild Birds Unlimited, the event is open to
anyone. Observers may count for all four days for at least 15
minutes each day.  Participants may tally birds visiting their
feeders, in their neighborhoods, wooded areas, or along river
corridors.

New totals are requested for each day. Results are then
submitted online to www.bird count.org. Easy to follow
instructions guide the observer through the submission
process.

Peggy Ridgway, local ambassador for the event, encour-
ages bird lovers to participate. “With the aid of modern
technology and an increasing number of professional and
amateur observers reporting online, scientists are now able
to get a quick snapshot of where the various species are
located, plus population status of each, prior to the massive
movements to spring and summer breeding grounds,” said
Ridgway.

Many birds travel thousands of miles to reach breeding
grounds and that may take two to three months for some.  It’s
not uncommon for many to begin the journey toward the end
of February, so that’s why the timing of the GBBC is crucial.

Ridgway will hold an additional public information session
on February 8 at 10 a.m. at the Robert J. Parks Library (Skeel
Avenue, Oscoda) for those interested in learning more about
participating in this world-wide event.  Since seating space is
limited, Ridgway suggested calling the library for a reserva-
tion at (989) 739-9581.

A scarlet tanager perches on a pine branch. While this
warm-weather bird isn't in the area this time of year,
many feathered friends pass through or stay, and the
annual bird count records their numbers. Photo taken
by Michigan state parks photo ambassador Sheen
Watkins at Tawas Point State Park.

Annual winter bird count
needs local participants

By Mary Weber
Staff Writer
Tempers flared during a

six-hour meeting last week
resulting in the suspension
of the Alcona County Com-
mission on Aging (ACCOA)

ACCOA director suspended as board members resign
executive director and the
resignation of four board
members.

Without an evaluation of
his performance or a plan in
place, executive director
Lenny Avery was suspended

without pay by five members,
of what was just minutes be-
fore the suspension, a nine-
member board.

Avery, who has been work-
ing as the executive director
since January 2020, was in-
strumental in bringing a
$12.5 million state grant to
Alcona County to build a new
senior center/community
hub/housing and amenities
project. He also initiated many
other senior services such as
transportation, a food bank,
and adult day care program.

The regularly scheduled
meeting took place on Tues-
day, Jan. 24 in front of about
70 concerned citizens. It be-
gan at 10 a.m. with vice presi-
dent Will St. John; secretary
Pamela Ashford; treasurer
Rolland Lynch; and directors,
Delores Schlicker, Stan
Wojnar, Jacqueline Schwanz,
and newest members as of
October 2022, Robert Turek
and Leroy Perrin.

A special meeting was held by the ACCOA board after four members of the board,
including the president and vice president, resigned just prior to the suspension of
executive director Lenny Avery. (From left) Carolyn Brummund, Alcona County
Commissioner liaison to the ACCOA; Robert Turek, secretary; Delores Schlicker,
vice president; Rolland Lynch, treasurer; Leroy Perrin, president;  and Stan Wojnar,
director. Photo by Mary Weber.

Also seated at the table
was Alcona County commis-
sioner Carolyn Brummund,
who is the commissioner liai-
son to ACCOA, and executive
director Avery.

By the end of the meeting
around 4 p.m., only Schlicker,
Turek, Perrin, Lynch and
Wojnar remained on the
board. Maturen, St. John,
Ashford and Schwanz re-
signed.

President Mike Maturen
was not at the meeting due to
being in the hospital with
serious health concerns.

Fueling the flames of dis-
cord between board members

and Avery were many issues
including grievance letters
from the staff of ACCOA
against Turek and Schlicker
and the ongoing issue of
spending $12.5 million dol-
lars according to the grant
requirements.

There were several special
meetings held over the course
of  two weeks that played into
the drama that unfolded on
January 24.

January 19
Special Meeting
Grievance Issue

A special meeting regard-
ing grievance letters from the
ACCOA staff against board
members Schlicker and Turek
was held on Thursday, Jan.
19.

During the special meet-
ing, the board recused Matu-
ren from comment and du-
ties after it was disclosed
Maturen formed the grievance
committee, which as presi-

dent was in his right to do.
Grievance committee mem-
bers included Maturen,
Schwanz, and Dan O’Connor,
superintendent of Alcona
Schools, who was also a
former ACCOA board mem-
ber.

Schwanz explained that in
December 2022, she heard
about the staff having issues
and wanted to make sure their
voices were heard. She asked
Avery to inform them that if
they had a grievance to put it
in writing. Schwanz said she
received many letters.

The committee deemed the
grievance matter out of their

depth because their emotions
could not be pushed aside to
make a decision and called
the special meeting to ask the
board to hire a third party,
ReCon, to handle the situa-
tion -- examine the letters,
talk to staff and make a deci-
sion on how to move forward.

ReCon was not hired dur-
ing the special meeting and
the matter was tabled to dis-
cuss it with the board's attor-
ney.

When Maturen left the
meeting after being recused,
Avery requested the matter
to be discussed in a closed
session to protect his staff’s
confidentiality. Schlicker and
Turek refused and wanted an
open meeting.

The grievance letters were
not read aloud and were not
given to Schlicker or Turek
due to their confidential na-
ture. Schwanz explained that
she understood only the AC-
COA president was allowed

to hand the letters over to
Schlicker and Turek.

January 24
Board Meeting

Schwanz apologized on
behalf of the grievance com-
mittee saying they may have
handled the issue incorrectly,
but because they were in such
uncharted territory and in
the history of ACCOA no griev-
ances had ever been given
against board members, they
felt they were doing the right
thing.

On January 24, after the
resignation of Maturen,
Ashford and St. John, Sch-

Continued on page 4
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Al was born in Harris-
ville, Mich. on April 17,
1958, to Stanley and
Beatrice Wojnar.

At the young age of 64 he
went to be with his dad and
other relatives and friends
who had passed before him
on January 19, 2023.

He leaves behind his wife
and soulmate, Cheri; be-
loved mother, Beatrice; two
daughters, Melani (Todd)
and Vickie; two sons, John
(Lisa) and Richie; one sis-
ter, Maria; one brother,
Stan; three granddaugh-
ters, Alizabeth, Summer
and Jocelyn; three grand-
sons, Jeremy, Eli and JR;
special cousin, Joyce; and
nephew, Richard; his
mother and father-in-law,
Ruth and Al; two sisters-in-
law, Cindy (Michael) and
Cristie (Ed); and two broth-
ers-in-law, David (Sandy)
and Dale; plus many more
cousins, nieces, nephews,
aunts and uncles.

Allen Leo Wojnar

Al loved hunting, fish-
ing, going to garage sales
and casinos. His livelihood
and hobby were working
outdoors. His many friends
and customers knew they
could depend on him any
day or night if needed. We’ll
miss you, Alley Cat!

A memorial is planned
for late May. There will be
an announcement in the
Review as to the details
when the time gets closer.

Paid Obituary

THURSDAY,
 FEBRUARY 2

The Community Walking
Club for Everyone will meet
in the parking lot of the Har-
risville branch of the Alcona
County Library at 9 a.m. Call
(989) 724-6796 for more in-
formation.

Veterans are invited to join
follow comrades for coffee and
fellowship between 9 a.m. and
11 a.m. at Westminster Pres-
byterian Church in Harris-
ville. For more info., call (989)
724-9581.

TOPS 1502 Mikado will
meet at St. Raphael Catholic
Church, 2531 E. F-30, Mi-
kado at 9:15 a.m. Weigh-in is
at 9 a.m. Everyone is wel-
come. For mor information,
call (989) 736-8022 or (989)
739-8600.

Free accessible yoga
classes provide gentle move-
ment for joint freeing, muscle
strengthening and stress re-
duction. Classes are at 9:30
a.m. at the Senior Center in
Lincoln. For more informa-
tion, call Liz at (989) 335-
1777 or the Senior Center at
(989) 736-8879.

Obituary
Calendar of Events

To the Editor,
I am writing you regarding

the community and senior
center development being
proposed by the Alcona
County Commission on Ag-
ing (ACCOA). At its two spe-
cial meetings over the last
couple weeks, the board has
committed to develop a work-
able plan within the $12.5
million grant budget for a new
senior center and some se-
nior housing. They promised
to present this plan at the
next meeting in February.

I implore the planning com-
mittee to hold a series of work-

Correspondence

(Editor’s Note: Entries for
Calendar are always wel-
come. The deadline is Friday
at noon. They will be pub-
lished in chronological order
as space allows. Entries
should be turned in at least
two weeks prior to the date of
the event. Events sponsored
by businesses or individuals
to make a profit or govern-
mental units for meeting noti-
fication are not eligible for this
free public service. Sorry,
bingo, garage sales, raffle
ticket sales, or political cam-
paigning information is not eli-
gible.)

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3
There is story-time and a

craft activity for children at
the Harrisville branch of the
Alcona County Library at
10:30 a.m. Call (989) 724-
6796 for details.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
All veterans and spouses

are welcome to attend a cof-
fee get-together at Alcona
High School auditorium lobby
from 2 to 4 p.m. The Alcona
National Honor Society will
provide coffee, tea, sweets and
games.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
An Alzheimer’s caregiver

support group will meet at 2
p.m. at the Oscoda Grace
Presbyterian Church on Skeel
Avenue, Oscoda (on the
former Wurtsmith Air Force
Base), next to the Robert J.
Parks Library. Anyone caring
for a family member or friend
with Alzheimer’s, whether at
home or in a facility is wel-
come. A local attorney will
answer questions for partici-
pants who have legal docu-
ments or situations that need
addressing. For more infor-
mation, contact the church
at (989) 739-3424 or (989)
739-5674.

Euchre is played from
12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the
Senior Center, lower level, 207
Church Street, Lincoln. All
seniors are welcome.

WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 8

Children of all ages are in-
vited to “Homeschoolers at
the Library” for an educa-
tional activity at the Alcona
County Library in Harrisville
at 1 p.m. Call (989) 724-6796
for info.

The Sunrise Community
Food Pantry is open from 1 to
3 p.m. at Hubbard Lake Bible
Church. Clients are asked to
cone only one time per month
and must be present to re-
ceive food. Recipients must
remain in their vehicle for
curbside pickup and follow
volunteer traffic control. The
pantry accepts clients regard-
less of county residence. Iden-
tification is required. Bring a
box or bag.  The church is
located at 13508 Hubbard
Lake Road, Hubbard Lake.
Call (989) 727-3443 for more
information.

THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 9

The Community Walking
Club for Everyone will meet
in the parking lot of the Har-
risville branch of the Alcona
County Library at 9 a.m. Call
(989) 724-6796 for more in-
formation.

TOPS 1502 Mikado will
meet at St. Raphael Catholic
Church, 2531 E. F-30, Mi-
kado at 9:15 a.m. Weigh-in is
at 9 a.m. Everyone welcome.
For more info., call (989) 736-
8022 or (989) 739-8600.

Free accessible yoga
classes provide gentle move-
ment for joint freeing, muscle
strengthening and stress re-
duction. Classes are at 9:30
a.m. at the Senior Center in
Lincoln. For more informa-
tion, call Liz at (989) 335-
1777 or the Senior Center at
(989) 736-8879.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10
There is story-time and a

craft activity for children at
the Harrisville branch of the
Alcona County Library at
10:30 a.m. Call (989) 724-
6796 for details.

SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 11

Recycle Alcona County will
hold drop off day from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the ARA site
on Barlow Road in Lincoln.
Enter and exit through the
north gate. For more infor-
mation, call (989) 724-5077.

shops over the next two weeks
so that they can get input and
ideas from the public — as
the committee makes hard
choices as to what will be
doable with the money that
has been granted (and what
is required by the terms of the
grant itself.)

This process would be a
positive way for our commu-
nity to come together, have
respectful dialogue and share
ideas to bring a wonderful
asset to our seniors and our
county.

Ty Damon
Harrisville

Let us know what is happening
Story ideas can be  mailed to: P.O. Box 548,
Harrisville, Mich. 48740; dropped at the Review
office ~ 111 N. Lake Street, Harrisville;
or e-mailed to: editor@alconareview.com.

Please, include a contact name & telephone
number in case there are follow up questions.



(989) 736-8355
Beer ~ Wine ~ Liquor ~ Lotto

Expanded Liquor Selection
Fick & Sons Marathon is your place for the coldest beer

and friendliest service in town!
Wildlife Feed: Carrots • Corn • Beets
Pizza • Snacks • Hot & Cold Drinks

Open 7 Days a week
Mon. thru Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.  • Sun. 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
921 N. Barlow Rd., Lincoln

Propane Exchange and Fill Cylinders
DNR Licensing Travis

Bags

OfOfOfOfOffering Monuments, Memorials,fering Monuments, Memorials,fering Monuments, Memorials,fering Monuments, Memorials,fering Monuments, Memorials,
 Additional Date Carving, Business Additional Date Carving, Business Additional Date Carving, Business Additional Date Carving, Business Additional Date Carving, Business
Signs,  Pet Markers, Benches and MorSigns,  Pet Markers, Benches and MorSigns,  Pet Markers, Benches and MorSigns,  Pet Markers, Benches and MorSigns,  Pet Markers, Benches and More.e.e.e.e.

989-354-8535

Open M-F and by appointment
1451 W. Washington Ave,

Alpena
Next to Evergreen Cemetery
www.crowmemorials.com

THE SUNRISE SIDE MEMORIAL EXPERTS
Northeastern Michigan's Only Memorial Showroom

CROW MEMORIALS
EMPLOYEE OWNED

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9:30 - 5:30
Open Weekends by Appointment
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District Court
The following individuals were sentenced in 81st District

Courtin December 2022.
• Nicholas Al Damore, 25, of Greenbush was sentenced to

one day in jail and fines and costs of $1,480 for operating
while visibly impaired.

• Jonathan Louiskelly Kimball, 29, of Oscoda was sen-
tenced to 10 days in jail and fines and costs of $1,480 for
operating while intoxicated.

• Charles Dean Wilson Jr., 58, of Greenbush was sen-
tenced to one day in jail and fines and costs of $590 for
operator’s license suspended, revoked, denied.

Local NotesLocal
Notes

Local
Notes

Alzheimer’s Support
The Alzheimer’s caregiver

support group will meet Tues-
day, Feb. 7 at 2 p.m. at the
Oscoda Grace Presbyterian
Church on Skeel Avenue in
Oscoda (next to the Robert J.
Parks Library on the former
Wurtsmith Air Force base).
Anyone caring for a family
member or friend with
Alzheimer’s, whether at home
or in a facility, is welcome to
attend. At this month’s meet-
ing, a local attorney will be
available to answer any ques-
tions participants may have
concerning legal documents,
or situations that may need
addressing when caring for
these individuals. For more
information, contact the
church at (989) 739-3424 or
(989)739-5674.

Employment Workshops
Michigan Works! Northeast

Consortium is planning to
hold a series of free work-
shops over the next few
months to help those who are
looking for a new job. Whether
someone has been out of the
workforce, or switching ca-
reers, or looking for a part
time job, the sessions could
help brush up on job hunting
skills. Workshop topics in-
clude resume writing, cover
letters, and references; acing
the interview; what employ-
ers expect from employees;
online job search with Pure
Michigan Talent Connect,
Indeed, LinkedIn and more;
and computer basics 101.
Workshops are held at differ-
ent times and days. Walk-ins
are welcome or call ahead
and reserve your spot. The
full schedule of workshops is
posted at www.miworks-
ne.org/workshops.

4-H Composition Contest

In support of Financial Lit-
eracy Month in April, Michi-
gan State University Exten-
sion and Michigan 4-H are
sponsoring the Cash Compo-
sition Contest. Youth com-
pose an essay of 300 words or
less based on the topic listed
below. The top five scoring
essays will each win a $100
gift card.

Essay Question: “What is
the difference between a need
and a want? Discuss how you
determine if something is a
need or a want. How can you
make sure that you have
enough money to meet your
needs and still enjoy some of
your wants? Share how needs
and wants might change
throughout one’s life.”

Essay submission due on-
line by April 30, 2023, at 11:59
p.m. Contact Laurie Rivetto
at rivettoL@msu.edu and/or
Kathy Jamieson at jamies13-
@msu.edu. For more infor-
mation, go to https://
www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-
money-smarts/index.

Starting a Food Truck
This free course was de-

signed for entrepreneurs con-
sidering starting a food truck
or mobile food business in
Michigan. Each module walks
through the process of devel-
oping a business plan based
on SCORE’s business plan
template, developing a menu,
selecting a food truck, trailer,
or cart, writing a marketing
plan and identifying target
customers and competitors
as well as Michigan Mobile
Unit and Special Transitory
Food Unit (STFU) licensing
processes.

This is a free, self-paced
course developed by Michi-
gan State University Exten-
sion and the MSU Product
Center. To earn a certificate
of completion, participants
must earn a 100 percent score
on all nine quizzes (each quiz

can be taken up to three
times).

This course will take ap-
proximately four to 10 hours
to complete. The result will
be a completed business plan
and the knowledge to initiate
the licensing process for a
mobile food business in Michi-
gan. More information can be
found in the course materi-
als. For more information,
contact Kendra Wills at
willsk@msu.edu.

The Alcona varsity bowling
teams played a double header
in Bay City, Mich. recently.
The first game the boys played
was with Houghton Lake.
High scores (average) were
Logan Bates, 151 (142); Sam
Prince, 146 (152); Daniel
June, 135 (127);  Vincent
Nardi, 131 (112); Robert
Napier, 129 (82); Jacob June,
122 (129).  

The boys second game was
against Ogemaw Heights. 
High scores (average) were
Logan Bates, 170 (145); Sam
Prince, 151 (152); Daniel
June, 133 (127);  Jacob June,

Tiger Bowling Scores
116 (127);  Vincent Nardi, 116
(113); Robert Napier 82 (80).

The first game the girls
played was with Ogemaw
Heights. High scores (aver-
age) were Morgan Munsey,
130 (121); Makayla Prince,
117 (104); Rylee Manning,
108 (128); Danica Manning,
95 (119); Nyhia Jackson, 70
(81).

The second game was
against Whittemore Prescott. 
High scores were Rylee Man-
ning, 150 (130); Danica Man-
ning, 135 (119); Morgan
Munsey, 113 (120); Makayla
Prince, 101 (100); Nyhia Jack-
son, 80 (80).



New Life Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Sunday Worship & Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

SOLID ROCK CHURCH OF GOD
160 N. Barlow Road., Harrisville • (989) 736-6350

Pastor Wayne Ramey • Full Gospel
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Monday Ladies Bible Study 1 p.m. • Wednesday In Word 7 p.m.

First Baptist Church of Lincoln
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. - Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study/Prayer, Wed. 7 p.m.

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church

Pastor Dr. Arie VanBrenk • 202 Main Street • 736-8796

Corner of US-23 & Medor Rd.
Harrisville • 724-5160
Reopening June 4, 2023

HAVE A BESSED WINTER!

Family Heritage Baptist Church
4260 M-72 Harrisville (2.5 miles west of the light)

Pastor Ernest Ruemenapp 989-335-8282  •  www.church72.org.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
3639 South M-65, Glennie, Michigan

Hubbard Lake Rd.,
¾ mile south of White Pine National Golf Course
Pastor Christina Bright             Office 736-7816

Westminster Presbyterian Church U.S.A.

GREENBUSH COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

COMMUNITY OF CHRIST
Church School 10 a.m.  ~ Worship 11 a.m.

3155 E. F-30, Mikado MI • Church 736-8727
Pastor Char McGuire • 736-3486

2430 S. State, Greenbush • 724-5264 • Pastor A. C. Caincross
 • Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
 • Sunday Morning Service 11 a.m.
 • Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.

Catholic Parishes of the Resurrection

Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 6 p.m.

Sunday school 10 a.m.
Sunday worship 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Coffee 10 a.m.
Patch the Pirate children’s ministry on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

Sunday Morning 9 a.m. Worship Service
Everyone Welcome

Haynes Community Church
4505 Shaw Road, Harrisville, Michigan 48740

Sunday Morning Service 11 a.m. • 989-724-6665
Pastor Claire Duncan • haynescommunitychurch.org

AreA ChurCh DireCtory

Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church (WELS)

Church Street at Traverse Bay Road
Lincoln, Mich. 48742 ~ 736-1227

Pastor David Putz~ Service, Sunday 9 a.m.

HARRISVILLE UNITED METHODIST
217 N. State St.

Worship at 10 a.m.
Rev. Reeve Segrest - Pastor  - 989-724-5450

LINCOLN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
101 E. Main St., Lincoln

Sunday Worship at 8:30 a.m.
Rev. Reeve Segrest - Pastor ~ 989-335-4282

St. Raphael, Mikado Saturday 4:30 p.m.
St. Anne, Harrisville Sunday 11 a.m.

St.Gabriel, Black River, Saturday 6:30 p.m.
St. Catherine, Ossineke Sunday 9 a.m.

Pastor John William • (989)471-5121 • (989) 724-6713

Hope LHope LHope LHope LHope Lutheran Church NALCutheran Church NALCutheran Church NALCutheran Church NALCutheran Church NALC
5462 Nickelson Hill Road, Hubbard Lake

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Bryan SalminenRev. Dr. Bryan SalminenRev. Dr. Bryan SalminenRev. Dr. Bryan SalminenRev. Dr. Bryan Salminen

989-727-3206989-727-3206989-727-3206989-727-3206989-727-3206

201 N. Second at Jefferson, Harrisville
Induction Loop equipped for tele-coil hearing aids

 Worship ~ 11 a.m. Handicap Accessible
724-6734
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ACCOA Continued from page 1

wanz again asked to look into
having the matter handled by
a third “no skin in the game”
party.

The board decided to table
the decision because of the
cost of hiring a third party.
Schlicker and Turek were
given copies of the grievances
and time to discuss the mat-
ter with their own attorneys
and allow more time for the
board to discuss the matter
with its attorney. Lynch, who
was chairing the meeting,
seemed to think the matter
could be handled internally
by the board.

The meeting began tenu-
ously when Perrin introduced
a second agenda stating he
and Turek had been restricted
by president Maturen from
putting items on the agenda
in the past. The new 20-plus
item agenda was voted in by
five yes votes. St. John,
Ashford and Schwanz voted
no.

An auditor report of the
financial status of ACCOA was
given by Cindy Scott of Step-
henson and Company in
which she mentioned the dif-
ference between the 2021-
year gain of income to AC-

COA was brought by the many
grants Avery brought in dur-
ing the pandemic. Loss of in-
come concerning her in the
2022 audit was that food
prices have gone up substan-
tially, as well as the cost of
fuel, which ACCOA could do
little about, but suggested
they keep an eye on ways to
reduce that cost.

She mentioned a few inter-
nal deficiencies that Avery
could work on with his staff,
such as making sure to get
signatures when making
home visits. She also com-
mended the ACCOA for hear-
ing concerns about inventory
control and other internal
deficiency issues she targeted
the year before which she
could see were being worked
on in 2022.

Turek asked about the
words “internal deficiency”
which he said Scott brought
up several times and asked if
Stephenson and Company
performed internal deficiency
audits. Scott answered yes,
for a fee they could go into
greater depth investigating
certain deficiencies.

Perrin, who is on the new
building committee, pre-

sented a plan closely mirror-
ing Crawford County, which
is building a senior center for
a much lower expense.
Schwanz and Avery ques-
tioned why he was present-
ing it because they already
had a plan in place that mir-
rored Crawford County and
noted that Crawford County
was renovating an already
existing building, while the
ACCOA was building new.

Avery, Schwanz and St.
John said several times that
the building committee was
only focusing on building the
senior center with some se-
nior villas for housing and
had instructed the architects
to keep it under the $12.5
million budget.

Perrin said he was am-
bushed at the building com-
mittee meeting when he
walked in and saw not just
the building committee, but
Doug Cheek from the Alcona
County Economic Develop-
ment Committee and two ar-
chitects on Zoom.

Later in the meeting, Sch-
wanz pointed out that Turek
had asked at a previous meet-
ing, when the board voted to
not sign a contract with

Sidock Group architects, that
the building committee sit
down with some experts to
bring a contract to the table
they would sign, so that is
why she invited Cheek and
the architects to the building
committee table.

Public comment was heard
with the citizens seemingly
divided in half; those wanting
a community hub and fam-
ily/senior housing, which
would include residents of all
ages saying they enjoyed be-
ing around younger people,
and those wanting only a
strictly senior center cater-
ing to only seniors with only
senior housing.

From there the new meet-
ing agenda began to system-
atically strip away Avery’s
work responsibilities with
votes in opposition coming
mostly from Schwanz, St.
John and Ashford.

Perrin was named the liai-
son, along with the building
committee, to talk with ar-
chitects. Avery had performed
that function since writing
for the grant three years ago.

The board voted to have all
audio and video equipment
from the inside of the build-

ing removed as they felt it
was invasive to staff. The
equipment will remain out-
side and at door entrances.
Schwanz asked if the indoor
surveillance lowered their in-
surance rates and Avery said
it did.

They reduced Avery’s
$10,000 without board ap-
proval spending limit to $200,
saying anything over $200,
would have to be approved by
the board.

Credit cards given to staff
to make purchases of food
and gas to perform their du-
ties were asked to be col-
lected, but was tabled after
Lynch said he needed the card
to buy pizza for the volun-
teers who were coming to
hand out food at the pop-up
pantry.

Schlicker noted that on a
day when ACCOA was closed
due to inclement weather,
staff purchased donuts with
an ACCOA credit card and
were sitting around drinking
coffee and gabbing. She felt it
was a misuse of funds.

Avery later defended his
staff saying the staff, caring
for the seniors, wanted to
work to make sure the  se-
niors got food and opted to
work despite the weather
“They put themselves in jeop-
ardy for the good of the se-
niors, and for that, they got
donuts, they didn’t just sit
around. I reject that and I
reject the pettiness of this
meeting, much of which could
have been handled by com-
mittees,” Avery said.

Avery not only defended
his staff but defended over
$100,000 that was spent by
ACCOA, which included pur-
chasing property for the food
bank and the senior center,
over the last three years.
Money, he pointed out would
be paid by the grant.

He explained the hard work
put in over the last three
years, first by going to the
state and having them even
recognize Alcona County and
the potential it had if the
grant was awarded and then
the vast amount of non-com-
pensated work by the archi-
tects, the Sidock Group,
Ethos Construction, and
O’Brian and the process of
continually going to the ar-
chitect to tweak bubble draw-
ings for the board. “We earned
this grant through hard
work,” Avery said.

He said the board was in-
vited to meetings with the
architects every step of the
way, but chose not to attend
and, whenever a question
came up, it always came to
the board. Avery asked if the
board had even read the con-
tract that was ready to be
signed with only a few saying
they did. “You have a fidu-
ciary responsibility to read
that,” Avery said. Schlicker
said she read it but didn’t
understand it.

Schlicker complained the
print on the drawing was too
tiny and didn’t stipulate what
room was what. St. John ex-
plained the plans given to the
board were only conceptual
bubbles of what could be
planned, not the actual blue-
prints of what would be built
and that those would come

Continued on page 12
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By Mary Weber
Staff Writer
A special meeting was held

Thursday, Jan. 26 by the Al-
cona County Commission on
Aging (ACCOA) two days after
the suspension of its execu-
tive director and resignation
of four board members, in-
cluding the president and vice
president.

A considerable number of
citizens attended the special
meeting, including sus-
pended executive director
Lenny Avery.

The meeting had just been
posted on the door the day
before and no mention of it
was made on the ACCOA Fa-
cebook page.

With very little discussion
and no opposition, a board of
officers was motioned in with
Leroy Perrin as president,
Delores Schlicker as vice
president and Robert Turek
as secretary. Rolland Lynch
stayed on as the treasurer
and Stan Wojnar remained
as a director.

No consideration was given
that Pamela Ashford was still
the ACCOA secretary until
her official resignation date
of February 10.

Turek motioned to have
President Perrin hire an at-
torney for ACCOA. Motion
passed.

Joshua Geiersbach, Alcona
County Sheriff Deputy, ar-
rived and made a very public
position to stand near Avery.

Perrin then addressed the
public and said the board
was reorganizing. “We are
moving on. The building
project is going ahead full
steam and the staff is doing a
great job and haven’t missed
a beat,” Perrin said. He ex-
plained they were there to
help and wanted to hear from
the community. He opened
the meeting up to public com-
ment.

After one person asked
questions about what the
building project was, Perrin
told him they would not be
accepting questions during
the public comment section.
Perrin then stated that Mr.
Avery was not supposed to be
in the building and asked the
deputy to remove him.

People in attendance ir-
rupted saying it was a public

Suspended executive director
asked to leave public meeting

ACCOA executive director
Lenny Avery, who was sus-
pended from his duty last
week, read a statement to
the new board rejecting
his suspension. Photo by
Mary Weber.

meeting and Avery had the
right to be there. The deputy
stated he was told that Avery
was suspended and was not
supposed to be in the build-
ing. Avery turned around and
put his hands behind him.
Deputy Geiersbach said he
was not going to arrest him
and was not going to play
that game.

“It is an open meeting open
to the public and I have the
right to speak or comment.
So if you are going to take me,
you must take me in hand-
cuffs, Avery said. The deputy
said to Avery, “They don’t want
you here,” and asked him
again to leave. More public
shouted they wanted Avery
to remain at the meeting.

Again, Avery said calmly to
the deputy that he would com-
ply but he would comply in
handcuffs to be arrested for
trespassing.

Perrin called for a recess,
Schlicker seconded. Motion
carried with opposition called
from the public.

Geiersbach left the build-
ing. Avery read a statement
he handed to the board ear-
lier stating, “I Lenny Avery,
former executive director of
the Alcona County Commis-
sion on Aging, hereby reject
the board of directors deci-
sion to suspend my employ-
ment and my position as ex-
ecutive director.

“Per the policies of ACCOA,
I have not been given formal
notice of my suspension. An
employee can only be sus-
pended for up to a day to
three weeks and not an inde-
terminate amount of time.

“Furthermore, it has been
established that the board of
directors has displayed a bias
toward me as executive direc-
tor.

“Therefore, I formally re-
quest an independent review
of my job performance, my
body of work composition,
grievances, and board accu-
sations. This review should
have all evidence presented,
not hearsay, produced for for-
mal review.”

Avery then requested the
independent review team be
the Alcona County Board of
Commissioners which has
knowledge of ACCOA and a
fiduciary understanding of Continued on page 9

the commission on aging.
He said if it is found that

the ACCOA board of directors
did not have cause to termi-
nate, suspend, or violate its
employee agreement with
himself then it was hereby
requested the ACCOA board
be dissolved and a new board
of directors formed with the
help and support of the Al-
cona County Board of Com-
missioners.

Applause was heard by
public. A few minutes later
Deputy Lenny Franklin ar-
rived and told Avery he could
stay at the meeting. He ad-
dressed the board and said
as a member of the commu-
nity and resident of Alcona
County, Avery had the right
to attend the meeting.

The meeting was called
back to order and public com-
ment continued. Wilfred We-
ber asked that Avery be al-
lowed to read his statement
again as he wanted it on the
meeting minutes and cam-
eras. Avery was permitted to
read the statement again in
full.

Avery also added that the
breach of HIPPA (Health In-
surance Portability and Ac-
countability Act of 1996) vio-
lations that came from the
ACCOA board the day before
by allowing community mem-
bers to access client files, data
and records was criminal and
they could be punished up to
$50,000 per breach. “We have

Request for Bids
Building Repair in Lincoln, MI

Alcona County Library is requesting sealed bids for the repair
of damage done to the  Lincoln Branch (330 Traverse Bay Rd;
Lincoln, MI 48742).

The scope of the work includes brick, window and wall repair
to the east side of the building, along with prep work and clean up.

The work needs to be completed before April 15, 2023.  Please
include in the bid how the number of days needed to complete this
job and the amount of time the library will need to be closed.

Successful bidders will be required to provide proof of $1
million dollars of liability insurance.

Sealed bids must be received by Friday February 10, 2023 at
5:00 pm; either by Mail or email.  Bids must clearly be marked
“2023 Lincoln Repair Bid” (on the front of the envelope or in the
subject line). And addressed to

Denise Bearre, Library Director
312 W Main St

Harrisville, MI 48740
director@alcona.lib.mi.us

Alcona County Library Board reserves the right to reject any
and all bids and to waive irregularities in bids to accept any bids
which, in the opinion of the Board, may be the most advantageous
to the Board.

ALCONA COUNTY
NOTICE OF CLOSEOUT PUBLIC HEARING

FOR MICHIGAN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) FUNDING FOR

MSC-2014-0755-HOA

Alcona County Board of Commissioners will conduct a
closeout public hearing on Wednesday, February 15,
2023, at 1:35 p.m. It will be held at the Alcona County
Courthouse Building, 106 5th Street, Harrisville, MI 48740,
in the Commissioners room, located in the lower level, for
the purpose of affording citizens an opportunity to submit
comments and receive a final report on the completion of
the MSC-2014-0755-HOA CDBG grant.

The CDBG grant provided funding to assist in five resi-
dential dwelling households in Alcona County, with emer-
gency, and rehab and administration totaling $60,480.00
The CDBG project benefitted at least 51% low to moder-
ate income persons; No One was displaced as a result of
the project.

Interested parties are invited to comment on the project
in person, at the public hearing, or in writing through
February 13, 2023 and addressed to Alcona County
Housing, P.O. Box 272, Harrisville, MI 48740.

Citizen views and comments on the CDBG project are
welcome.

Alcona County
Diane Rasch, Director
989-724-9515
drasch@alcona-county.net



AHC Pharmacy in Lincoln -

177 N. Barlow Road
Harrisville, MI 48740
Phone: (989) 736-9888

NEW AHC PHARMACY

DRIVE-THRU IS OPEN!

alconaheal thcenter s .org   a lconaheal thcenter s .org 

Our new convenient Pharmacy Drive-Thru is open 
Monday - Friday, 8 am to 6 pm! 

You do not need to be a patient of Alcona Health 
Center to use our pharmacy. The public is welcome!

New and transfer        

prescriptions welcome!

Sewing & AlterationsSewing & AlterationsSewing & AlterationsSewing & AlterationsSewing & Alterations
Quilts and Handmade Items

For Sale
Call to make an appointment

(989)335-4673(989)335-4673(989)335-4673(989)335-4673(989)335-4673
Located in the

Chosen Ranch Community Center
483 E. Traverse Bay Road, Lincoln
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In County One Year $32
Snowbird One Year $36
Elsewhere One Year $39

AAAAAlcona CCCCCounty R R R R Review
Subscribe to Your Hometown Newspaper...

Name:_______________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________Amount enclosed____________

Page 6, Alcona County Review February 1, 2023

By Ben Murphy
Sports Writer
The Alcona girls varsity

basketball team is certainly
going to remember its home
game against Alpena on Mon-
day, Jan. 23 for a long time.
The Lady Tigers and Lady
Wildcats met in a wild back-
and-forth non-conference af-
fair, but Alcona survived long
enough to get the win, 49-48
in double overtime.

“This was one of the most
exciting, intense and fun
games I have been involved
with,” head coach Mark
Feldhiser said. “We have
ended up on the wrong end of
a couple of close ones this
season, so it was nice to close
this game out. I was very
proud of our girls’ effort in
this game.”

Alcona got off to a good
start, leading 12-4 after the
first quarter. That lead was
trimmed to just 23-22 at the
half. Alpena went ahead 32-
31 after three quarters, and
the game was deadlocked at
40-apiece after regulation.

“Alpena kept coming back,
tying the score right at the
end of regulation and again
at the end of the first over-
time, but we never gave up,”
Feldhiser said. “We kept our
composure and finally got the
job done in double OT.

“We were attacking the rim,
and rebounding very well,
which led to a bunch of free
throws, 15 of which we made.
Kelsey Hansen had a really
good night shooting the ball.
One of the key points in the
game was at the beginning of
the first overtime.  We had
given up a late basket after a
turnover against their press
right at the end of regulation.

“Our girls didn’t get down,
Emma Travis came out and
hit five quick points to get the
game back in our favor. Our
girls really dug deep and
played great defense in both
overtimes. Again, just very
proud of the effort put forth
by our girls,” he said.

Hansen finished with 23
points to lead the way for the
Lady Tigers. Travis scored 13.

Lady Tigers outlast Alpena in overtime thriller
Carmen Dellar put in five.
Jena Wambold and Kaylee
Wambold chipped in with four
points apiece.

On Thursday, Alcona de-
feated visiting Charlton
Heston Academy, 55-5, in a
North Star League Big Dip-
per contest.

“We were ahead 21-1 after
the first and just kind of
coasted from there,” Feldhiser
said. “It was a good game
where everyone got lots of
minutes, and we had good
balanced scoring.”

Travis led the way with 10

points. Hansen scored nine
points. J. Wambold put in
eight. K. Wambold, Sage
Gauthier and Liberty Kimball
had six points apiece. Sierra
West added four, while
Addison Beatty, Graycn Tracy
and Dellar added two points
apiece.

Alcona (8-5 overall, 2-2
NSL Big Dipper) played at
Whittemore-Prescott on
Tuesday, Jan. 31, hosts
Rogers City on Thursday, Feb.
2 and hosts Oscoda on Mon-
day, Feb. 6.

By Ben Murphy
Sports Writer
A day after a road loss to

Ogemaw Heights, the Alcona
boys varsity basketball team
bounced back with a con-
vincing road win at Fairview
on Tuesday, Jan. 24.

The Tigers took a big lead
in the first quarter, never
looking back on their way to
the 70-32 North Star League
crossover victory.

“It was a great team ef-
fort,” head coach Alex Cole
said. “DJ Howe was able to
get going early and they re-
ally didn’t have an answer for
him inside. It was nice that
all 14 guys played solid min-
utes and everyone had nice
contributions.”

Howe dominated the open-
ing quarter, hitting a three
and netting 13 points total in
the frame. The Tigers also
had a three-pointer by Garrett
Somers in the frame, as they
led 20-11 after one.

Howe and Hayden John-
ston scored four points apiece
in the second to help Alcona
extend its lead to 37-17 at
the half. Howe put in  eight
more points in the third quar-
ter, helping make it 51-26
entering the fourth.

Howe finished with 25
points. Cayden Hebert hit two
threes and scored all 10 of
his points in the fourth quar-
ter. Somers netted seven
points. Johnston made six
points, and with four apiece
was Sam Johnston, Nate
Nardi and Evan Borsvold.
William O’Neill and Ricky

Tigers bounce back with
lopsided win at Fairview

Schott had three points each
and Jacob Renchenski and
Owen Borsvold had two
points a piece.

On Monday, Jan. 30 Al-
cona dropped a non-league
game at Ogemaw Heights, 70-
59.

“Although it ended in a
loss, it was a much better
showing than the previous
match-up,” Cole said. “They
are very tough and disciplined
on the defensive end, so it
was nice to be able to get the
looks we wanted. I would have
liked to slow them down more
defensively, but it gives us
something to focus on over
the coming weeks.”

Alcona got off to a great
start with nine points in the
opening quarter by Howe and
a pair of threes by Somers,
and the Tigers led 24-11 after
one.

Things slowed down in the
second quarter. Ogemaw
pulled ahead 39-38 by the
half and also led 59-50 enter-
ing the fourth.

Howe finished with 18
points to lead the Tigers.
Somers hit three treys and
finished with 17 points. David
Sharboneau had eight points.
Renchenski put in six points.
H. Johnston and E. Borsvold
added four points apiece and
Schott netted two points.

Alcona (6-5 overall) played
at Whittemore-Prescott on
Tuesday, Jan. 31; heads to
Rogers City on Friday, Feb. 3
and plays in Oscoda on Tues-
day, Feb. 6.

BOARD VACANCY
Harrisville Harbor Commission is looking to fill one va-
cancy on the commission. Letters of interest must be
received by noon February. 13 2023. Letters may be
submitted to Harrisville Harbor Commission, P.O. Box
331, Harrisville, MI 48740 or Email: harbormaster-
@harrisvilleharbor.com. Please direct Questions to Steve
Alexander, Harbormaster: (989) 335-3436.



 (989)) 739-90899  1-877-GOYETTEE GoyetteService.comm 

Make sure your existing system is ready 
for the cold months with a Goyette    

system Clean and Check.  The Experts 
from Goyette will perform a 10 point 

inspection, checking all gas  levels and 
install a new filter.

Avoid power outage problems 
with a Stand By Generator 
installed by Goyette.  Stand By 
systems can power your entire 
home, even while your away.  

It can be the best insurance   
policy you ever own!

Licensed &
Insured

Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior

Painting
Deck Maintenance
Siding • Et cetera
Call Josh Whitten

(989) 335-1751
FREE Estimates
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See our sales staff: Dennis Kruttlin, Ted Kruttlin, Jon Kruttlin and Alex Mulholland
SALES  •  SERVICE  •  PARTS  •  BODY SHOP

WWW.ALCONAMOTORS.COM

“Where You’re Treated Like Family”
Downtown Lincoln

Open: Mon. – Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sat. until 2 p.m.
 (989) 736-8191 • Toll Free (800) 736-9911

ALCONA MOTORS

'21 DODGE RAM BIG HORN EXT. CAB 4X4
With running boards, remote start, box liner,
trailer pkg. rear power slide window & low miles

$23,995
'14 CHEVY SILVERADO LT Z71 EXT. CAB
With box liner, remote start, back up camera,
topper & trailer pkg.

$25,995
'16 CHEVY SILVERADO LTZ EXT. CAB 4X4
With topper, trailer mirrors, heated leather, rear power
slide window, running boards, trailer pkg.,
remote start & back up camera

$18,995'18 CHEVY TRAX LT AWD
With great miles, remote start & back up camera

$19,995'19 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED AWD
With low miles & back up camera

$35,245
'19 GMC ACADIA SLE2 AWD
With low miles, heated seats, remote start,
back up camera & excellent condition

$36,479

Each winter, Michiganders
get a chance to glimpse the
large, magnificent snowy owl
– and this species’ appear-
ance across the state attracts
a lot of attention. However,
it’s important to remember
that winter tends to be a
stressful time for birds like
the snowy owl.

Snowy owls spend most of
their year in the Arctic tun-
dra, far away from humans
and urban landscapes. When
they travel to populated ar-
eas in the winter, these new
places present unfamiliar
threats like curious humans,
rodent poison, and vehicle
and power line collisions.
Moreover, they often do not
display signs of fear toward
humans. This can sometimes
get them into harmful situa-
tions.

Keep the best interests of
these majestic creatures in
mind. Here are a few quick
tips for viewing snowy owls
to keep them stress-free and
safe:

Give snowy owls space. A
good rule of thumb is to view
wildlife from a distance, us-
ing binoculars or a scope,
rather than approaching. If

Best practices for ‘stress-free’ snowy owl viewing

Snowy owl in flight. Photo courtesy of Michigan DNR.

you “flush” an owl, or cause it
to move to a new area, you
are too close and need to
back away or leave. Even if
the bird doesn’t seem to dis-
play signs of fear, it can still
be scared and stressed by
your presence.

Don’t lure owls with audio
recordings. While it might be
tempting to use audio record-
ings to attract snowy owls
closer to you, hearing an-
other owl’s call — even a re-
corded one — can be stress-
ful for the bird. Snowy owls
are solitary and territorial,

and the call of another bird
can put them on high alert.

Leave “live baiting” to the
pros. Scientists and wildlife
rehabbers use live bait like
mice to entice owls for band-
ing, relocation and rehabili-
tation. However, this prac-
tice can be dangerous for owls
when it’s done by photogra-
phers, birders, or others.
Baited owls learn to associ-
ate people with food, and may
be drawn to dangerous places
– like roads or airports – to
find humans.

Wildlife biologists from the
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) re-
cently released the findings
of the latest Michigan gray
wolf survey.

The survey, conducted in
early 2022, shows the wolf
population in the Upper Pen-
insula remains stable, as it
has for more than a decade.

“These results show a con-
tinued trend of statistical sta-
bility, indicating that gray
wolves may have reached
their biological carrying ca-
pacity within the Upper Pen-
insula,” said Cody Norton, the
DNR’s wolf specialist. “Wolf
presence has only been con-
firmed twice genetically in the
Lower Peninsula in recent
times; in 2004 and 2014.

“The survey, which is con-
ducted every other winter,
covers the U.P., including
Drummond, Neebish and
Sugar islands, with Isle
Royale excluded. The wolves
on Isle Royale are managed
by the National Park Service,”
Norton said.

Completing analysis of the
field data collected during the
DNR’s 2022 wolf survey was
delayed during the past year
as wildlife biologists focused
on updating the state’s Wolf
Management Plan.

The plan was updated us-
ing all pertinent social and
biological scientific knowledge
on wolves to date.

The minimum wolf popu-
lation estimate from the 2022
survey is 631 wolves, plus or
minus 49 wolves. A total of
136 packs was estimated with
an average number of indi-
viduals per pack calculated
at 4.5.

“Our minimum wolf popu-
lation estimate is not statisti-
cally different from the last
estimate in 2020,” Norton
said. “All of the estimates
since 2011 have not differed
statistically.”

However, wolf density ap-
pears to have shifted over
time.

“The density of wolves may

The legal status of wolves
at both the federal and state
level has changed several
times, which impacts the abil-
ity of all agencies to manage
wolves. Regardless of changes
in legal status, wolves in
Michigan have surpassed fed-
eral and state population re-
covery goals for 22 years.

Gray wolves are currently
on the federal list of threat-
ened and endangered species.
Consequently, they cannot be
killed legally unless in de-
fense of human life.

Regardless of the federal
listing status, the Michigan
DNR will continue to have
management responsibility
for wolves in the state. It is
the regulatory authority over
lethal take of wolves that var-
ies with the changing status
of wolves.

Implementing some por-
tions of the Michigan Wolf
Management Plan are cur-
tailed given the federally en-
dangered legal status of
wolves.

Find out more about wolves
and the Michigan Wolf Man-
agement Plan at Michigan.-
gov/Wolves.

Wolf  survey results show population stable
have decreased in some ar-
eas of the west U.P. and in-
creased in some parts of the
east U.P.,” DNR wildlife biolo-
gist Brian Roell said.

This may be linked to sig-
nificant winter weather events
during 2013-2015, which
greatly reduced deer densi-
ties in mid- and high-snow-
fall zones of the region.

The wolf population in the
U.P. showed mostly steady
growth from 1989 to 2011.
From 1994 to 2007, the popu-
lation grew at an average an-
nual rate of 19 percent. From
2003 to 2007, the average
annual growth rate was 12
percent.

The growth rate was ex-
pected to decline as the popu-
lation moved toward the maxi-
mum level the U.P. can sus-
tain.

Since 2011, the minimum
estimate for the wolf popula-
tion has remained stable
ranging from 618 to 695. A
minimum of estimate of 695
wolves occurred in the U.P.
during the winter of 2020.

Lower Peninsula
In October 2004, a wolf

that had been captured and
radio-collared in the eastern
U.P. was captured and killed
by a coyote trapper in Pr-
esque Isle County of the
northern Lower Peninsula.
This event represented the
first verification of a wild wolf
in the LP. in at least 69 years.
However, winter track sur-
veys during 2005-2010 failed
to indicate the presence of
any wolves in the LP.

In 2014, biologists from the
Little Traverse Bay Bands of
Odawa Indians captured what
appeared to be a wolf on a
trail camera and collected a
scat sample. DNA analysis of
the scat confirmed that the
animal was a wolf. Although
it is possible that wolves oc-
cur in the LP, but as of Janu-
ary 2023, no wolves are
known to exist there.

Changing legal status
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Get ready for winter
See us for Snow Tires

AUSABLE COLLISION & GLASS

And all vehicle Accessories
AuSableCollisionandglass@gmail.com
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Licensed Builder
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Adam Ritchie
Master ASE-Cert. (989) 724-3250

Heavy Truck &
Auto Repair

366 S. US-23,
 Harrisville

Mark A. Shultz, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
297 S. State St.
Oscoda, MI 48750
Office: (989) 739-5469
Fax: (866) 462-1226
Toll Free: (866) 739-5469

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Area Businesses At  Your Service

Oscoda Area Chiropractic Center
Dr. Terry D. Trombley

Now participating with most Obamacare
insurance policies including Medicaid, Medicare,

Blue Cross, Commercials
FALL HOURS: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Closed Tuesday and Thursday
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(989) 739-0077
5671 N. Skeel Ave. Located in the Base Hospital, Oscoda

FOCUS ON YOUR HEALTH
Lose Weight Keep in Shape!

It’s Affordable and Fun
Just $2 per visit

Friendly staff will assist you. Walk-ins welcome.

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 6 a.m. until as needed
Lincoln (989) 736-1146 or stop by 923 Barlow Road, Lincoln, MI

VRC Rehabilitation and
 Physical Therapy

We provide in-home
 physical therapy

We accept most insurances

HARRISCONSTRUCTION

Mechanical Contractor
State Licensed and Insured
harrisjeff1965@yahoo.com

Building Plumbing & Heating
(989) 737-1870 • (989) 724-5244

One Contractor-Start to Finish
Licensed Builder • Remodeling Specialist • Master Plumber
Jeffrey Harris

4963 Campbell St.
Greenbush, MI 48738

Dirty Deeds

Septic Services

Give Your
Septic a
Break,

Call Jake!
Servicing Alcona and Surrounding Counties

989-735-5555
www.jakesexcavatinginc.com

CLEARVIEW CAR WASH
US 23 North, East Tawas & Oscoda
Two Locations in Alpena

(989) 356-4324

Car Washes for
a Month

starting at $20
with the

Everwash App.

Jasso Tree
& Landscape Management

Michael J. Jasso III
3rd Generation Arborist

(248) 521-9185
mjjassotree@yahoo.com

• Tree & Shrub Trimming

   and Removals

• Tree Planting

• Property Management

• Tree & Shrub Fertilization

• Brick Paving & Step Specialists

• Boulder Walls

• Retaining Walls

• Total Landscapes

Kirt Robinson
HOME IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
Repair the inside and outside of your home.

Specializing in Decks
With 45 years of experience.

989-335-3235
for a Free same day Quote.

Monday & Wednesday thru Saturday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Wednesday thru Friday 3 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m., Noon, 1 , 2 & 3 p.m.

Sweet Heating and Cooling
3021 State Road, Glennie, Michigan 48737
989-735-4255

Heating • Air Conditioning • Commercial Refrigeration
Licensed  and  Insured

David Sweet
sweetheating@gmail.com

Your Business Could
be listed HERE for
 just $12.50 a Week!

Call 724-6384
for Details
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Harrisville Lions award Gauthier Citizen of  the Year
February 4, 1998 ~ By

Cheryl Peterson
The Harrisville Lions Club

broke new ground Monday
evening when it presented
Doris Gauthier with a “Citi-
zen of the Year 1997” award.

This award was the first of
its kind for the club, and Har-
risville Lions Club President
Lloyd Bleau said this award
was a new form of recognition
for members of the commu-
nity.

“We are pleased to present
the first Citizen of the Year
award to Doris.”

George Byelich highlighted
many of the reasons why
Gauthier was chosen to be
the 1997 recipient. “Doris has
the distinction of having but
one name, but many differ-

Lyman H. Dunn was Civil War veteran
He Lived in Alcona County 52 of His 81 years

February 1, 1923 ~ With
the death of Lyman H. Dunn,
which occurred at his home
near Harrisville on Thursday,
January 25, Alcona County
loses one of the very few re-
maining veterans of the civil
war.

Mr. Dunn was 81 years, 2
months and 3 days old. He
was born Nov. 22, 1841, in
Raymond, Potter County, Pa.,
and was barely 20 years of
age when on June 1st, 1861,
he enlisted as a private in the
U. S. Service. He enlistment
period was for three months
and he was a member of Capt.
Berdwell’s Company A, 6th
Pa. B. E. F. Infantry Volun-
teers commanded by Col.

Whiting. This regiment was
assigned to Key’s division,
Army of the Potomac.

And he was honorably dis-
charged August 27. 1861. He
reenlisted and during his term
of service participated in the
following battles: Bull Run,
Ball’s Bluff, Hanover Court
House, Seven Days Retreat,
Second Bull Run, Harper’s
Ferry, Antietam,
Fredericksburg, Chan-
cellorsville, Beverly Ford,
Winchester (1863)
Gettysburg, Manassas Gap,
Rappahannoch Station, Wil-
derness, Winchester (1864)
and Fair Oaks.

At the battle of Gettysberg
he was wounded by a gun

shot in his right hip and was
in Condelson’s Camp hospi-
tal, West Va. He was cap-
tured by Confederates at
Poolsville, Va., Nov 1, 1862,
and confined in Libby Prison,
but was released March 1st,
1863. He was finally dis-
charged on Sept. 29, 1866.

A few years following his
release from the service, Mr.
Dunn came to Harrisville
where on June 8, 1871, he
was united in marriage with
Elizabeth Nestle, who with
one daughter, Mrs. Thos. T.
Allen of Alpena, survives.
There are also seven grand-
children and seven great-
grandchildren living.

In his early life here, Mr.

Spruce home destroyed  by fire
February 1, 1973 ~ The

home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Kolb Jr., near the village of
Spruce, burned to the ground
early Tuesday morning.

Mrs. Kolb was aroused to
get a drink of water for one of
her children, when she
smelled the smoke. Mr. and
Mrs. Kolb and their three
children, two boys, five and

Dunn followed the woods and
mill work, being several years
in charge of the lath mill at
the old Colwell saw mill.

He was an enthusiastic
Odd Fellow and when health
permitted was seldom absent
from the meetings of the local
lodge. He lived 47 years on
the farm where he died.

Funeral services were held
Monday afternoon from the
home, being in charge of Rev.
G. W. Hawley. The interment
took place in the family lot at
Springport where the burial
service was performed by the
Odd Fellows and a firing
squad from Armstrong Post
American Legion participated.

three years old, and a fifteen-
month-old daughter, escaped
without injury.

Both the Hubbard Lake and
Ossineke Fire departments
were summoned, but by the
time the firemen arrived the
fire was out of control. The
two-story house, including
furnishings, clothing, per-
sonal effects and $100 in

cash, were destroyed.
The Kolbs, who only re-

cently moved here from Bir-
mingham, purchased the
former Everett Alstrom farm
on Swede Road, and had just
moved their furniture into
their new home this week.

Cause of the fire was not
determined. The loss is par-
tially covered by insurance.

201 Main St., Harrisville, MI 48740
(989) 724-6552
Toll Free (888) 724-6552
Fax (989) 724-5223 Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Roger L. Lemons, Agent

Home • Auto • Life Insurance
Here To Help Life Go Right
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Director Continued from page 5

and I wouldn’t get hurt,” Avery
said.

The current board would
not comment on Avery’s sus-
pension but Perrin did give a
statement written by their
attorney. “Mr. Avery has not
been terminated. He has been
placed on administrative leave
pending an investigation.
There were several issues re-
garding the executive direc-
tor and this is an issue of
merit, not race. This is in no
way racially motivated,”
Perrin said.

over 300 active clients and
300 inactive clients and in
less than 24 hours you have
fined ACCOA more than $6
million,” Avery said.

Jacqueline Schwanz, who
sat on the board until last
Tuesday when she gave her
resignation, formally re-
quested an answer as to why
Pam Ashford was not sitting
at the table because accord-
ing to her letter of resigna-
tion, her last day would be
February 10. She wanted to
know if she was called to the
meeting and wanted to know
where her seat was. “Was she
included on roll call? If not,
was she excused from this
special meeting?” she asked.

Others commented as well,
some offered advice on how
they would like the board to
proceed in finding suitable
candidates for the board,
some were in favor of Avery’s
suspension criticizing the
board that resigned, others
were concerned by the con-
duct and lack of transpar-
ency of the board.

Ellen Fritz commented the
members who resigned last
Tuesday did so because they
knew of the coming attempt
to fire Avery and did not want
to be liable for breaking the
law. “They could not in good
conscience participate in that.
Pam Ashford is still a mem-
ber of the board until the date
in her letter and you have to
make a space for her,” Fritz
said.

Margy Kutzera addressed
the board, “I don’t know what
to say, this is such a disaster.
These are the papers I brought
to the board last Tuesday of
(signatures from) people who
support a $12.5 million build-
ing project for the county that
I handed to the board, it was
found after the meeting, lying
on the floor.

“I’m concerned. Is this what
you are about? Do you not
care about all the people in
this county or is it just those
people behind us today? I
hope that now you are here
you understand the role you
accepted to take. It’s about
confidentiality, it’s about eth-
ics, it’s about all the people in
this county. So once again, I
would like to resubmit this
(paper) and implore you to
stop this nonsense. Move for-
ward and do what is right and
appropriate by the law and by
the letter of your commit-
ment to Alcona County,”
Kutzera said.

Karen Sharboneau spoke
in favor of the new board and
its desire to build only a se-
nior center not a community
hub. “You know that what we
want in Alcona County is a
senior center. Not a commu-
nity (center). Not housing,
either re-do this place or give
us a new senior center,” she
said.

Patty Thomas repeated Will
St. John’s statement from a
meeting that took place on
December 6, 2022. “The grant
was given for the purpose of a
multi-generation opportunity
for the citizens of Alcona
County. You can want what-
ever you want but the money
is for a specific thing that the
grant was written for and
anything else is going to go
back to the state legislature,”
she said.

After the meeting, Avery
said that as a black man,
having a weaponized officer
approach him was the scari-
est moment of his life. Not
only was the sheriff’s depart-
ment called during the spe-
cial meeting to escort Avery
out, but three responded just
minutes after the meeting
when Avery went downstairs
to do an interview with WBKB.

“They notified me they were
called because a disgruntled
employee was going into of-
fices. I did not go into any

office, nor did I have keys to
go into any office. The re-
porter from WBKB was stand-
ing next to me the whole time,
still it was scary. They (police)
come in thinking tactics,
thinking that someone is
threatening, they come in
with scenarios in their brain
because that is what they are
trained to do.

“To have (the board/pub-
lic) sick (law officials) on me
and then (have public) pull
out their cameras looking to
see a confrontation is vile and

evil.
“As one of the few African

Americans in this commu-
nity, I don’t have a rainbow
and unicorn view of the po-
lice. I grew up in New Or-
leans, I have been a victim of
discrimination by police of-
ficers, so I was terrified. I
didn’t know that first deputy
(Geiersbach) and even right
now I’m fighting back tears
because it was the grace of
God that Lenny Franklin
came in and I knew him and
I knew he would protect me

ent faces to suit the numer-
ous jobs and kindnesses she
performs,” Byelich said Mon-
day.

To name a few:
• Register of Deeds - for

over 30 years (give or take)
and has a near photographic
memory in knowing what
person(s) belong to what prop-
erty.

• County historian - Hav-
ing written numerous books
on and about Alcona County,
she is quite possibly the most
knowledgeable resident on
family and landmark history.
She maintains a mountain-
ous array of historical docu-
ments and has written six
books - “Pioneer Harrisville,”
“Alcona History Bit By Bit,”
“Alcona, The Community Pio-
neers,” “Alcona, More Com-

munity Pioneers,” “Alcona,
The Lake Pioneers,” and “Al-
cona, The Women Pioneers.”

It is not usual for people
seeking family background or
information to seek out or be
referred to her for informa-
tion. It would be unusual for
Gauthier to say she couldn’t
help in some way.

• Guardian of family and
friend - Gauthier is a member
of one of the largest founding
families in Alcona County (she
has 108 cousins - not count-
ing marriage). On many days
after work, she helps elderly
relatives with their daily tasks
and has also adopted many
friends and does for them,
too. She does not expect any
compensation for her deeds
and enjoys spreading her
kindness and help.

• She is a member of the
VFW, Craftmakers’ Cabin and
many other local and state
organizations.

Doris was pleased to ac-
cept the award. “Casper
Bloomer was my first boss,”
Gauthier said. “He was a Lion,
too. He told me ‘service is the
rent you pay for occupying
space on earth.’”

The group plans to present
the award each year. Nomi-
nations are being taken for
1998.

Nominations can be sub-
mitted in writing to P.O. Box
265, Harrisville, Mich. 48740.
Each recipient will receive a
plaque, and their name will
be added to a plaque that will
hang in the Alcona County
Building.



Moments In Time
By The History ChannelTrivia Test

By Fifi Rodriguez

Strange But True
By Lucie Winborne

• On Feb. 19, 1473, Nicolaus Copernicus was born in
Poland to a prosperous merchant family. Originally designed
for a career in church law, he is considered the father of
modern astronomy and was the first European scientist to
propose that Earth and other planets revolve around the sun.

• On Feb. 16, 1894, gunslinger John Wesley Hardin was
pardoned after spending 15 years in a Texas prison for
murder. Reputed to have fatally shot one man merely for
snoring, Hardin likely killed more than 40 people, and while
he became an attorney after his release, the following year he
took a bullet in the back himself in a revenge shooting.

• On Feb. 18, 1937, severe dust storms hit five western
states, resulting in a dozen deaths within a few days. Citizens
were advised to plug their window sills and door jambs, and
hang wet sheets over their doors and windows. They could
taste dirt and dust in their food, and the clouds of it were so
thick that they blocked the sun.

• On Feb. 15, 1953, 17-year-old Tenley Albright, of Boston,
became the first American female to win the world figure
skating championship at an outdoor rink in Davos, Switzer-
land, with all seven judges giving her a first-place vote. Three
years later, at the Winter Olympics, she also became America's
first female skating gold medalist.

• On Feb. 14, 1962, Jacqueline Kennedy led a virtual tour
of the White House's state rooms, which she had recently
refurbished. Wearing a red wool dress and pearls, she
described the mansion's antiques, furnishings and historic
portraits to a wide TV audience at home, earning both critical
praise and an honorary Emmy.

• On Feb. 13, 1974, the Symbionese Liberation Army,
which had kidnapped 19-year-old heiress Patricia Hearst,
demanded a ransom in the form of $70 worth of food to be
given to every needy Californian -- an exchange that could
cost as much as $400 million.

• On Feb. 17, 2007, customs officers in Sydney, Australia,
freed Sylvester Stallone after holding him for several hours
and confiscating items from his staff members' suitcases.
Officials claimed X-rays revealed banned products but re-
fused to give any further details, and Stallone called the
incident "a misunderstanding." The actor was in Australia to
promote his Rocky Balboa character.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

• In the 1800s, popcorn was often eaten as a cereal with
milk and sugar.

• Players of the video game "Call of Duty" have spent more
hours thus engaged than the entire course of human exist-
ence.

• There are more than 400 Scottish words for snow.
• The longest surgical procedure in history, in which

doctors separated a pair of Nepalese conjoined twins who
were born with a shared brain cavity, took place in Singapore
in 2001 and lasted 103 hours.

• Cats born in May were once thought to be not just poor
rodent killers, but prone to bringing home snakes.

• Valentine's Day weddings are apparently 18-36% more
likely to end in divorce.

• A Harvard study found that a person's IQ can drop by as
much as 13 points when they are under financial stress, due
in part to the amount of brain power used to think about such
burdens that causes distraction.

• Alexander the Great loved his horse, Bucephalus, so
much that when it died in 326 B.C., he named the town of
Bucephala for it.

• "Guerrilla grafting" is the illegal process of turning city-
maintained sterile fruit trees into fruit producers by splicing
compatible branches onto the sterile trees with branches
from the fruiting trees.

***
Thought for the Day: "Life is a great big canvas, and you

should throw all the paint on it you can." -- Danny Kaye
(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. GEOGRAPHY: Where is Mount Fuji located?
2. MOVIES: What is the material used in Captain America's shield?
3. MUSIC: Who wrote the lyrics to the 1961 "West Side Story" movie?
4. SCIENCE: Which color has the longest wavelength?
5. HISTORY: When did the United States outlaw child labor?
6. TELEVISION: Who played the leading role in the legal series "Ally McBeal"?
7. AD SLOGANS: Which fast-food chain tells customers that "We have the meats"?
8. LITERATURE: What is the setting for the "Divergent" novel series?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which animal represents the 2023 Chinese zodiac
year?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of butterflies called?
Answers: 1. Japan.; 2. Vibranium.; 3. Stephen Sondheim.; 4. Red.; 5. 1938.; 6. Calista Flockhart.; 7. Arby's.; 8. Chicago.; 9. The rabbit.;
10. A kaleidoscope. (c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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LEGAL NOTICE

Alcona County Review Classifieds
Ads may be brought in to our office at 111 Lake St., Harrisville Cost per ad is $5 for the first 10 words and 20¢ for each word thereafter.

Boxed ads are $5 per column inch.  Ads and payment must be received by 4 p.m. Monday.

Call 989-724-6384

All Classified Ads MUST be Paid in Advance

Notice of Mortgage Foreclosure Sale
This firm is a debt collector attempt-
ing to collect a debt. Any informa-
tion we obtain will be used for that
purpose.
Attention homeowner: If you are a
military service member on active
duty; if your period of active duty
has concluded less than 90 days
ago; or if you have been ordered to
active duty, please contact the attor-
ney for the party foreclosing the
mortgage at the telephone number
stated in this notice.
Attention purchasers: This sale may
be rescinded by the foreclosing
mortgagee.  In the event, your dam-
ages, if any, shall be limited solely
to the return of the bid amount ten-
dered at sale, plus interest.
Default having been made in the
terms and conditions of a mortgage
made by 3F’S Entertainment, Inc.
and Frank O. Belloli and Judy Belloli
Revocable Living Trust as mortgag-
ors, to Northland Area Federal Credit
Union as mortgagee, which mort-
gage is dated September 10, 2008,
and recorded in the Office of the
Register of Deeds for Alcona
County, Michigan, on September
12, 2008, in Liber 455 at pages 782-
788, and upon which mortgage is
claimed to be due on the date of this
notice the sum of $62,982.24, and
no suit or proceedings at law or
equity having been instituted to re-
cover the debt secured by said Mort-
gage, or any part thereof.
Now, therefore, by virtue of a power
of foreclosure sale by advertisement
contained in said mortgage, notice
is hereby given under section 3212
of the revised judicature act of 1961,
1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212, that
the following mortgage will be fore-
closed by sale of the mortgage pre-
mises, or some part of them, at a

public auction sale to the highest
bidder for cash or cashier’s check at
the place of holding the circuit court
in Alcona County starting promptly
at 10 a.m., on March 1, 2023.
The amount due on the mortgage
may be greater on the day of the sale.
Placing the highest bid at the sale
does not automatically entitle the
purchaser to free and clear owner-
ship of the property. A potential
purchaser is encouraged to contact
the county register of deeds office or
a title insurance company, either of
which may charge a fee for this
information.
The land and premises in said mort-
gage, being situated in the City of
Harrisville, County of Alcona, State
of Michigan, and described as fol-
lows:
Parcel 1 – That part of the SW-1/4 of
the NW-1/4 of Section 13, T26N,
R9E described as: Commencing at
the west 1/4 of said Section 13,
thence S. 89°33’10"W, along the
east-west line of section 7.05 feet to
a point on the westerly right-of-way
line of Highway US-23, thence N.
26°49’10"E, along said right-of-way
323.26 feet, thence continuing N.
26°49’10"E 222.00 feet, thence N.
63°10’50"W 273.96 feet to a point
on the west line of said Section 13,
being the point of beginning, thence
S. 0°32’25"E 70.00 feet along said
west line, thence S. 63°10’50"W
150.00 feet, thence N. 0°32’25"W
70.00 feet, thence N. 63°10’50"W
150.00 feet to the point of begin-
ning.
Parcel 2 – That part of the SW-1/4
of the NW-1/4 of Section 13, T26N,
R9E described as follows: Com-
mencing at a point of the Section
line common to Sections 13 and 14,
33.00 feet northerly from the 1/4
section corner on said section line,

thence easterly along the north side
of a county road 10.00 feet, thence
northerly along the west right-of-
way line on Highway US-23, 511.25
feet to a point of beginning, thence
westerly to section line between Sec-
tions 13 and 14, thence N. 3°30’00"E
127.05 feet, thence easterly 334.61
feet to the west right-of-way line of
US-23, thence south 109.52 feet to
point of beginning.
Parcel 3 – That part of the SW-1/4 of
the NW-1/4 of Section 13, T26N,
R9E described as: Commencing at
the west 1/4 corner of said Section
13, thence S. 89°33’10"W along the
east-west 1/4 line of said section
7.05 feet to a point on the westerly
right-of-way line of Highway US-
23, thence N. 26°49’10"E along said
right-of-way 323.26 feet to the point
of beginning, thence continuing N.
26°49’10"E, 222.0 feet, thence N.
63°10’50"W 123.96 feet, thence S.
0°32’25"E 70.0 feet, thence N.
63°10’50"W 150.0 feet to a point on
the west line of said Section 13,
thence S. 0°32’25"E, along said west
line, 180.0 feet, thence S.
63°10’50"E, 159.07 feet to the point
of beginning.
Commonly known as: 226 South
Huron, Harrisville, Mich. 48740.
Please be advised that the borrower
will be held responsible to the per-
son who buys the property at the
mortgage foreclosure sale, or to the
mortgage holder, for damaging the
property during the redemption pe-
riod.
The redemption period shall be six
months from the date of such sale.
Dated: January 3, 2023
Paul E. Wenzloff (P27662),
Attorney for Mortgagee
903 N. Jackson Street,
Bay City, MI 48708
(989) 893-9511
1-11, 1-18, 1-25, 2-1

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

BUYING
TIMBER

Buying standing timber, mini-
mum five acres. Cole Forest
Products (989) 736-8928.

BINGO
Mikado Goodfellows Bingo ev-
ery Monday 6:30 p.m. at Mikado
Civic Center.  Winner-takes-all
game and hot balQl. All pro-
ceeds to charity.

FOR  SALE

Jamieson
Nursing Home

Now Hiring
R.N, LP.N., CNA

and a cook.
Call 989-724-6889

Central Boiler Certified Classic
Edge outdoor furnaces.
Exceptional performance and
value. Call today! Gauthier
Heating & Cooling (989) 471-
2478.

HELP WANTED

BIDS WANTED
Accepting bids for Mikado
Township Hall cleaning as
needed Please call (989) 736-
7721

State of Michigan
81st Judicial District

Judgment of Possession
After Land Contract Forfeiture

Case No. 22-450-SP-1
Honorable Christopher P. Martin
422 W. Lake Street
Tawas City, Mich. 48764
(989) 362-4441
Plaintiff
Bonnie E. Cheney
V
Defendant
Meagan Van Acker
Plaintiff attorney
Ann Victoria Hopcroft, P34150
Hopcroft Law PLC
P.O. Box 372
Oscoda, Mich. 48750
(989) 630-3792
Defendant attorney
Meagan Van Acker
2854 Poor Farm Road
Greenbush, Mich. 48738
(989) 335-0987
The court finds by default. The land
contact has been forfeited. The plain-
tiff has a right to possession. There
is now due the plaintiff: Amount
$5,459.65; other damages
$1,560.68; costs $252.58; total
$7,272.91. Payment of the purchase
price: Less than 50 percent of the
purchase price has been paid.
To the defendant, it is ordered:
A judgment of possession for breach
of a land contract is entered in this
case for the following described
property: 7337 F-41, Oscoda, Michi-
gan, 48750; Parcel No. 064-N50-
000-013-00.
An order of eviction may be issued
upon expiration of 90 days after the
entry of this judgment if the defen-
dant does not: pay total amount due
listed above. A money judgement
for damages under MCL 600.5739
is awarded in the amount of
$1,560.68.
You are advised that you may file a
motion for a new trial, a motion to
set aside a default judgement, or an
appeal and appeal bond within 10
days of judgement. Any motion or
appeal must comply with the court
rules and must be filed in court by
February 9, 2023. You may want
legal help. Bond amount of $10,000
(CPM).
Date: January 12, 2023
Judge Christopher P. Martin,
P58765
Payment in the full amount may be
made to the plaintiff or to the court
by certified check or money order.

TBTA is proud to be providing
public transportation options to

Alcona County for over 25 years

Reduced fare rates for seniors and disabled riders

For more information on how we can
assist with your transportation needs,

please call us Mon. - Fri.: 8 a.m. -
5 p.m. for scheduling and pricing.

1-800-354-2487

Alcona Community Schools is
seeking a full-time
paraprofessional and a separate
receptionist/paraprofessional for
two weeks.  Resumes can be
directed boyds@-
alconaschools.net.  

MSU Extension is seeking
candidates for a 4-H Program
Coordinator that will work from
the MSU Extension office
located in Alcona County. Please
visit http://careers.msu.edu/cw/
en-us/listing/ and search for
posting #843529 to learn how
you can become the next
Spartan Who Will! MSU is an
affirmative-action, equal-
opportunity employer.

ACCOA (Alcona County
Commission on Aging) Board of
Director openings. Please send
your resume and letter of intent
to oliverr@alconaseniors .org or
drop off to Robin at Lincoln
Senior Center 207 S. Church St.,
Lincoln, MI 48742

As of the first week of 2023, the Department of
Veterans Affairs had screened 1 million veterans
for exposure to toxins. As part of the PACT Act,
signed last summer, they pulled out all the stops to
get this done.

If you're one of the million who stepped up to get
your screening, well done. If you haven't, don't let
this opportunity pass by.

The PACT Act expands benefits for veterans who
were exposed to toxins from Agent Orange and
other chemicals, as well as from burn pits, Camp
Lejeune water, radiation and others. The damage
from those can take years to surface in your health.

You might have been turned down in the past if
you filed a claim, but the PACT Act opens a big new
door: You no longer have to prove that your illness
was caused by toxic chemicals. It will be assumed
that it was based on your service in that location.
The PACT Act adds to the list of presumed medical
conditions, called "presumptives."

If you've never received VA health care, you can

Veteran's Post
By Freddy Graves

Get your free PACT act screening
still qualify for this screening. Call them. They're
doing screenings at VA facilities across the coun-
try, and it takes about 10 minutes. It's better to get
going with the VA now rather than wait until down
the road when a health issue might crop up. Get
the screening; get your information on file. Ben-
efits will be backdated to the time the bill was
signed, so don't delay.

Survivors of a veteran also might be eligible for
the benefits -- either a monthly payment or a one-
time payment -- for a surviving spouse, dependent
child or dependent parents.

To learn more about the PACT Act, go to
www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-
benefits. At that link you can apply online for
disability compensation with Form 21-526EZ.
You can also call them at 800-698-2411. Or call
800-827-1000 for help applying online. Look for
Form 10-10EZ to apply for VA health care or to
check the status of an application you already
submitted.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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last few months meetings
were impacting their health.
Ashford said she would re-
main the secretary until Feb-
ruary 10, after filing the nec-
essary paperwork for North-
east Michigan Community
Service Agency which helps
to fund ACCOA.

Before moving on the
agenda to personnel matters,
St. John said he felt the mat-
ter was a personal attack on
Avery and he would have
nothing to do with it and re-
signed leaving the table.
Ashford also left the table.

Lynch, who was the senior
member remaining on the
board, took the president’s
seat. He asked if Avery wanted
to go into closed session. Avery
refused, indicating he had
nothing to hide from the pub-
lic.

Schlicker brought up the
grievances again and men-

later. “(The board) has con-
tinually been kicking this can
down the road month after
month and it’s time to move
forward before we lose the
grant,” Avery said. ACCOA
has until September of 2024
to use the grant funds.

Committee reports were
given and St. John and
Schwanz said they were look-
ing into different plans to
evaluate the executive direc-
tor on an annual basis and
they would have a plan in
place by the February meet-
ing.

Personnel matters were to
follow on the agenda, but
Lynch wanted to move old
business up and asked Avery
for a generator update, which
Avery gave.

St. John read resignation
letters individually from
Maturen and Ashford, both
stating the stress from the

ACCOA Continued from page 4
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Crime Beat
CRIME BEAT

From the files of the 
Alcona County Review

tioned one of the letters came
from the head of a certain
department. Avery cautioned
the board that she just
breached confidentiality and
not to divulge any more let-
ters. He agreed to an open
meeting pertaining to him-
self, not his staff.

Turek brought up several
issues he felt were concern-
ing about Avery, one being
the Shaw Report which dem-
onstrated housing was not
needed in our area. Other
areas of concern were griev-
ance letters against Avery that
were never given much con-
sideration; if land purchased
in Harrisville for the food bank
was buildable; signage re-
maining in the building ask-
ing people to wear masks;
Avery not working a full 40-
hour week; a USDA claim filed
against him; and a video he
reviewed of the Village of Lin-

coln planning commission
chair saying Avery threatened
to sue them if the zoning for
the new senior center was not
changed.

Schlicker demanded to
know why Avery sold pots
and pans from the ACCOA
kitchen and what happened
to the money. Avery said he
didn’t want to participate in
such foolishness. Schlicker
accused him of calling her a
fool.

Turek motioned for the
immediate suspension of
Avery or to accept his resig-
nation, Schlicker seconded.
Avery would not resign.
Schwanz asked if there was a
contingency plan in place if
Avery was suspended? Turek
asked if Avery had committed
murder would there be a con-
tingency plan in place?

A five-to-one vote was taken
for the suspension of Avery
without pay, Schwanz being

the only no vote.
Schwanz then handed in

her resignation. Schlicker
wanted to adjourn before the
citizens were given time for
public comments.

The board seemingly fell
apart at that point not know-
ing how to proceed; it was
prompted by the citizens at-
tending the meeting on what
to do next.

Schlicker and Turek said
they had applications in hand
by prospective board mem-
bers and asked to vote on
them, they were informed by
attending citizens the proper
procedures to add members
to a board.

During public comment, a
few commended the remain-
ing board for being resilient in
their beliefs, while others said
the board was ill-prepared to
suspend Avery and they were
disappointed in them.

Alcona County Register of
Deeds, Melissa Cordes, is ask-
ing homeowners to be aware
of MV Realty’s Homeowner
Benefit Program.

The program entices ho-
meowners by offering an up
front cash payment in ex-
change for signing an agree-
ment. This agreement gives
MV Realty exclusive authori-
zation to act as a selling agent
for any sale of the property
during the terms of the agree-
ment, which can be for a pe-
riod of 40 years.

According to MV Realty’s
website, the homeowner is to
pay a three percent commis-
sion upon the sale of the prop-
erty and a termination fee
equal to the amount of com-
mission when sold without
an agent or sold through an-
other agent.  Upon signing
the agreement, a memoran-
dum will be filed with the
register of deeds office where
the property is located.  This
memorandum serves as a
public notice of the home-
owners’ obligations under the
agreement.

MV Realty contracts with
telemarketing firms, target-
ing unsuspecting homeown-
ers with the offer of fast cash
in return for signing a re-
striction to the property for a
period of 40 years.

Cordes explained that ho-
meowners should use cau-
tion when entering into a con-
tract affecting property, as
this can potentially place a

Scam Alert
Homeowners beware of  real

estate program offering fast cash

lien against the property and
bind future successors of in-
terest. “Homeowners may
consider contacting an attor-
ney or real estate professional
before entering into a con-
tract,” Cordes said. “Civil law-
suits have been filed against
the company by Florida and
Pennsylvania attorneys gen-
eral, citing ‘misleading’ or
‘deceptive’ business prac-
tices.

“Don’t be fooled by the op-
portunity to receive free cash.
Remember, if it sounds too
good to be true, it probably
is.  Property scams like this
one are occurring more fre-
quently,” she said.

As a line of defense Cordes
reminded property owners of
the Property Fraud Alert pro-
gram.  This program is free of
charge and alerts Alcona
County property owners via
phone call or email when a
document is recorded in the
register of deeds office.  This
program doesn’t prevent a
document from being re-
corded but does alert the
property owner, so they may
act right away to protect their
property interest.  To sign up
contact Fidlar Technologies
at (800) 728-3858 or visit the
Alcona County website at
alconacountymi.com, under
the Register of Deeds depart-
ment click on the links tab,
then click the Property Fraud
Alert link. For more informa-
tion contact the Register of
Deeds office at (989) 724-
9450.

Melissa Cordes


