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By Mary Weber
Staff Writer
As of last Saturday, Alcona

County remained untouched
by COVID-19, despite nearby
counties of Ogemaw and Iosco
each having one confirmed
case and 4,650 confirmed
cases and 111 deaths in the
state of Michigan.

County officials, district
health departments, emer-
gency management coordina-
tors and local hospitals are
extremely concerned it is only
a matter of time before all
counties in northern Michi-
gan will see the virus spread.

With many people laid off
from work and children be-
coming restless with schools
being closed, many in the
community are concerned
that people, who normally live
elsewhere in areas where the

Staying home
saves lives

Families in the Alcona Community School District receive free food containing
enough healthy meals and snacks for several meals each week. This food has been
distributed by the staff and volunteers of Alcona Community School District via bus
routes twice a week for the past two weeks and have even gone out once this week,
which would have been spring break. Students Noelle Wagner and Jacob and Alex
Smith were glad to receive their bags containing cheese, fruit, yogurt, sandwiches,
and milk from school paraprofessional Cindy Sharboneau and bus driver Deb Kahila.
Sharboneau said it was a delight to see the smiling faces of excited children waiting
for the bus to arrive. Photo by Mary Weber.

antine on people traveling to
their second home, she is
hopeful, especially consider-
ing the great number of eld-
erly we have in northern coun-
ties such as Alcona, that
people coming to the area
self-quarantine themselves
and family members they
bring with them based on
exposure protocols.

The concern is elderly
people are at most risk of
dying from COVID-19 and
Alcona County has a very high
population of people over 60.
“My goal and that of my de-
partment are zero deaths from
this,” Byron said.

“Northern Michigan is
known for its summer cot-
tages and cabins. Because of
our mild winter, snowbirds
may be coming back sooner
too. While we rely on tourism

“People need to be personally responsible for them-
selves and their families and follow the 14-day quaran-
tine guideline. The governor did not say they couldn’t
travel to another home. We are saying come if you need
to, that is your choice, however, we ask you to be wise and
bring enough supplies to self-quarantine.”

Craig Johnston, Chairman
Alcona County Board of Commissioners

virus is already spreading rap-
idly, will make their way to
seek refuge and peace in their
northern Michigan summer
homes and unknowingly
bring the virus with them.

To suppress the spread of
the virus, Michigan Gover-
nor, Gretchen Whitmer,
signed an executive order on
Tuesday, March 24, for people
of the state to temporarily
suspend all activities that are
not necessary to sustain or
protect life.

The orders, however, do
not restrict people to their
homes and allows them to get
gas and groceries, pick up
takeout food, pick up pre-
scriptions, seek medical at-
tention, and engage in out-
door activities such as walk-
ing, hiking, running and bik-
ing. The order also allows
people to leave the state to go
to homes elsewhere or to re-
turn to Michigan to a home or
place of residence from out-
side the state.

Denise Byron, District
Health Officer for both Dis-
trict Health No. 2 and No. 4
said all communities are tak-
ing the governor’s orders to
stay home and stay safe very
seriously, but the order does
not restrict travel between
residences.

Byron explained while the
governor did not order a quar-

and summer residents for our
economy in northeastern
Michigan, people coming need
to bring ample supplies with
them such as food to get
through the 14 days without
going into any public places,”
Byron said.

Byron explained a person
who could have the virus may
not know it or show symp-
toms for two weeks after be-
ing exposed. She was also
concerned with children play-
ing in public play areas or
with other families and how
easily the virus could spread
that way.

Craig Johnston, chairman
of the Alcona County Board
of Commissioners, said an
early swell in population is a
concern for the county.

“People need to be person-
ally responsible for them-
selves and their families and
follow the 14-day quarantine
guideline. The governor did
not say they couldn’t travel to
another home. We are saying
come if you need to, that is
your choice, however, we ask
you to be wise and bring
enough supplies to self-quar-
antine,” Johnston said.

He explained the county
normally ramps up services
for the summer months when
the population almost triples.
“We adjust services to meet

By Mary Weber
Staff Writer
Due to COVID-19 state ex-

ecutive orders, the Alcona
County building has been
closed to the public, but that
doesn’t mean commissioners
and county employees are not
at work conducting business.

Since all commission meet-
ings must be open to the pub-
lic, the board will be Zooming
a live broadcast feed via the
Internet to the public. A link
will be available on the Al-
cona County website, alcona-
countymi.com, to access the
live feed conducted at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, April 1 and April
15.

Craig Johnston, chairman
of the Alcona County Board
of Commissioners, said no
one will be allowed into the
county building during the
commission meeting and was
glad they could use this alter-
native way to keep the meet-
ings open to the public. “We’ll
see how this goes. We may
Zoom all our meetings in the
future,” Johnston said.

He said despite the closure
of the building to the public,
work is still being performed
and so far, no county employ-
ees have been laid off.

“Some are working from
home and all are on call to
come in if needed. The build-
ing has been paired down to

County offices conduct work
despite current situation

Continued on page 2

absolute essential services.
Our immediate concern is the
county building, 911, emer-
gency medical service and the
sheriff’s department and to
continue to run those safely
and efficiently,” Johnston
said.

He explained the register
of deeds office is working part-
time to register mortgages,
deeds and filings necessary.
The treasurer’s office is still
taking care of receiving taxes
and the clerk’s office is al-
ways busy because they are
responsible for payroll and
telephone calls.

The Alcona County Road
Commission office is also
closed to the public and work-
ers are on call if emergency
road work is needed, accord-
ing to Johnston.

He said the commissioners
have been in daily communi-
cation with Lenny Avery, di-
rector of Alcona County Com-
mission on Aging; Dan
O’Connor, superintendent of
Alcona Community Schools;
and Scott Rice, emergency
management director; to
make sure things are run-
ning smoothly and the needs
of the community are being
met as much as possible.

According to Johnston, the
Economic Development Com-
mission (EDC) has ramped
up its efforts to talk to broad-

band providers and have had
several conference calls over
the last two weeks to get more
people access to broadband.
“That kind of infrastructure
doesn’t get built overnight,
but they are doing what they
can,” he said.

He explained the schools
have called students homes
to find out who has internet
service and who needs it, just
in case classes at the school
do not resume this year. “They
are laying the groundwork.
Even if school does resume,
this could be a good thing for
us going forward as we will
have good data points to de-
termine where and what the
needs are for internet access,”
Johnston said.

Budget concerns are still
an issue for the county and
Johnston said COVID-19
could put an even bigger
strain on it. He said there is a
lot to keep track of and they
are keeping their ears and

Continued on page 2
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Fick & Sons Marathon is your place for the
coldest beer and friendliest service in town!

Lotto • Liquor Selection • DNR Licenses
Animal Feed & Crawlers

Hot & Cold Drinks • Snacks • Smith Milk

  Sunday Morning Beer Sales
921 N. Barlow Rd., Lincoln

Open 7 days, Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sat. 7 a.m. - 9 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Marathon Convenience Store

We Now
Carry Yellow
Travis Bags

(989) 736-8355
(989) 736-7777

866 Barlow Rd., Lincoln • 989-736-7887

Full Bar/Full Menu/Great ½ lb. Burgers

Friday Night Fish Fry
Deep Dish Pizza All Day

Hours: Mon. – Thurs. 11:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. – 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sun. Noon  to 7 p.m.

Sheriff ’s office continues to protect and serve
In this time of uncertainty,

I believe that it important to
let you know what is going on
at your sheriff’s office in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

There are three areas of
concern that I consider when
I make decisions in regard to
how the Alcona County
Sheriff’s Office conducts busi-
ness going forward. Those
three things are the health
and safety of our community;
the health, safety, and secu-
rity of the inmates in the jail;
and the health and safety of
sheriff’s office employees.

The road patrol deputies
remain on patrol and are han-
dling complaints.  Complaints
may be handled by the depu-
ties a little differently for now,

Jerry P. Krone
Jerry Paul Krone, 78, died on Friday, March 20, 2020 in

Tyler, Texas.
He was born on March 21, 1941 to Henry Herndon and

Lucille Margret (Minor) Krone in Nowata, Okla.
He grew up in Graford, Texas and graduated from Graford

High School in 1959.  He joined the Air Force in 1961 and was
stationed at Wurtsmith Air Force Base in Oscoda.

On May 30, 1964 he married Phyllis Holzheuer in Hale.
In 1974 the couple purchased a hardware store in Lincoln

and were the owners and operators of Village Home Center
until their retirement in 2010. After retiring they moved to
Hawkins, Texas.

He enjoyed spending time with family, attending sporting
events, hunting, and was an avid bass fisherman.

Mr. Krone is survived by his wife Phyllis Krone; two sons,
Trace (Lynn) Krone and Stace (Louann) Krone; one daughter,
Shana (Dustin) Schneider; 10 grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by three brothers, Forest Krone,
Don Krone and Ray Krone; and one sister, Joan Martin.

A celebration of life will be planned for a later date.
Cremation has taken place. Arrangements were handled by
Hilliard Funeral Home in Van, Texas.

GGGGGuest
CCCCColumnist

but they will be handled.  We
have followed the most cur-
rent CDC information on how
law enforcement should re-
spond to calls during this
epidemic. This includes han-
dling some complaints by tele-
phone rather than in person.
In car computers allow the
deputies to perform most of
their duties while being vis-
ible and available in the com-
munity.

We have also provided the
deputies and corrections of-
ficers with the personal pro-
tective equipment that they
need. I’ve been accepting do-
nations of gloves, masks,
hand sanitizer, and wipes.
Currently, we have enough
gloves and masks for my staff,
but we are running low on

hand sanitizer and disinfect-
ing wipes. If you are able to
donate any of these items, I
will put them to use by my
staff or reallocate them to
health care workers.

I have a responsibility to
keep the inmates in my jail
safe and secure. To reduce
the chance of inmates or my
correctional staff getting ill, I
have closed the lobby of the
sheriff’s office to the public.  I
closed the jail to all visitors
including programs such as
Alcoholics Anonymous, Gen-
eral Education Degree (GED),
clergy, and attorneys.  I have
also worked closely with the
court system to reduce the
jail population at this time.
Technology has allowed us to
continue inmate visits with
friends, family, lawyer, and
clergy via video visitations.

If you call my office at (989)
724-6271, we can accomplish
almost anything that you
would have come into the of-
fice for. It may take a little
more time, but we will get it
done. We will reopen the lobby
as soon as it becomes reason-
ably safe to do so.

The governor has issued
several executive orders that
affect citizens of Michigan.
My office cannot give permis-
sion or authorization to vio-
late these orders; individuals
or business owners have to
make their own decisions by
reviewing the orders at
www.michigan.gov/coronavi-
rus.

My advice is to follow the
orders and restrictions as
closely as possible for the
safety of yourself, the com-
munity, and to avoid possible
state sanctions.

When you must leave home
for essential travel or work,
do your best to maintain the
six feet social distance rule
and wash your hands or use
sanitizer frequently. If the
grocery stores or gas stations
are busy, wait a few minutes
to go in.

During times of uncer-
tainty, especially when we are
restricted to home, tensions
and emotions can run high.
Please be a little more under-
standing and tolerant with
your family members. Law
enforcement sees increases
in domestic violence calls
during times of blizzards or
extreme cold weather where
people are confined to home.
I fear the same could be true
during this crisis.  Try not to
consume alcohol to excess
and try to be more under-
standing.

To summarize, I know
times are tough and the fu-
ture is a bit uncertain.  I don’t
have all the answers and I
don’t know when this will end.
I pray it will be soon. My office
is going to continue to be here
for you even if “being here”
happens a little differently.
Feel free to call me or my
office for anything.  If we don’t
have the answer, we usually
know where to find it.

Be safe, be healthy, and
take care of each other.

(Alcona County Sheriff Scott
Stephenson has been in office
since May 1, 2019.)

Obituary

that demand. This is early for
us to start and we are doing
everything we can to do what
is needed, but when you add
on the complicating factor of
if and when we have a (COVID-
19) outbreak in our county, it
will put a strain on what we
have,” Johnston said.

Alcona County Emergency
Management Coordinator/
Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) Director Scott Rice is
concerned about the strain
on local hospitals that don’t
have the capacity and re-
sources to handle a large out-
break.

“From everything I’m see-
ing on the news and from the
health department they are
all saying the same thing,

please stay downstate,” Rice
said.

Although Rice has not seen
a noticeable increase in emer-
gency calls, he has heard of a
few cabins opening. Rice said
he has also heard that local
plumbers and electricians
have refused to open cabins
for people. “They are only
doing emergency work which
doesn’t include opening sec-
ond homes,” Rice said.

To get current accurate up-
to-date information on the
virus, visit Michigan.gov/
Coronavirus, CDC/Coronavi-
rus, Department of Health
No. 2 at dhd2.org or call the
Covid Hotline at (888) 535-
6136 which is open daily be-
tween 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

eyes open for any opportu-
nity such as business grants
and other funding from the
federal and state govern-
ments.

Overall, Johnston said he
was impressed with how the
community has responded to
the COVID-19 pandemic. “I
see the same energy, fervor
and response to this as this
community has always
shown.

“I see no one panicking. We

County Continued from page 1

are a resourceful people in
Alcona County and that’s why
we live here. We take care of
things as we need to, and I
see the same thing happen-
ing now. It has always been
that way here. We are taking
care of business and doing
what we need to do. The only
difference now is we are keep-
ing our six-foot distances. I
am impressed by our citizens,
but not surprised,” Johnston
said.

Stay Continued from page 1
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City of Harrisville
Harbor Park Playground Development

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed Bids for the City of Harrisville Harbor Park Playground Development will be
received, by the City of Harrisville, at the office of the City of Harrisville, 200 North 5th

Street, Harrisville, Michigan 48740 until 2:00 p.m. local time on, April 6, 2020, at which
time the bids received will be “publicly” opened and read.  The project consists of
playground and associated site element installation.
The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: City of Harrisville, 200 North 5th Street,
Harrisville, Michigan 48740.  Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents
at the Issuing Office on Mondays through Fridays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
12:00 p.m., or at the Engineers Office on Mondays through Fridays between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. and may obtain copies of the Bidding Documents as described
below.
To bid on this project and be considered a plan holder you MUST download the digital
project bidding documents from QuestCDN and pay the download delivery fee. Complete
digital project bidding documents are available at www.questcdn.com. You may register
for a free membership with QuestCDN and download the digital plan documents for $15.00
by inputting the OHM Advisors project #4013-19-0010 on the website’s Project Search
page or by contacting Trista VanWormer and Trista.VanWormer@ohm-advisors.com.
Please contact QuestCDN.com at 952-233-1632 or info@questcdn.com for assistance in
free membership registration, downloading, and working with this digital project informa-
tion.
Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained by contacting OHM Advisors,
34000 Plymouth Road, Livonia, Michigan 48640 during the hours indicated above, upon
payment of a non-refundable fee of $40.00 for pints sets that need to be mailed UPS.
The City of Harrisville has received funding for this project through a Recreational Passport
Grant.  State or federal funds are being used to assist in construction and relevant State
or federal requirements will apply.
Owner: City of Harrisville
By: Jeff Gehring
Title: Mayor
Date: March 20, 2020 3/25 & 4/1

get that
clean-
carpet
  feeling
Enjoy a fresher, 
cleaner carpet with 
our professional 
deep-cleaning service. 
Our highly skilled 
technicians specialize 
in removing stubborn 
stains and odors for a 
like-new 
look you’ll love.

APITAL
ARPET & UPHOLSTERY
LEANERS

(989) 362-3875

(Editor’s Note: Entries for
Calendar are always wel-
come. The deadline is Friday
at noon. They will be pub-
lished in chronological order
as space allows. Entries
should be turned in at least
two weeks prior to the date of
the event. Events sponsored
by businesses or individuals
to make a profit or govern-
mental units for meeting noti-
fication are not eligible for this
free public service. Sorry,
bingo, garage sales, raffle
ticket sales, or political cam-
paigning information is not
eligible.)

** Call ahead before any
scheduled event to make
sure it is still being held. **

TUESDAY, APRIL 7
Individuals whose lives are

affected by depression or an-
other mental health condi-
tion are welcome to attend
Fresh Hope, a Christian-
based support group for those
with mental health chal-
lenges. Loved ones are also
welcome. Meetings are from
1 to 2:30 p.m. at the Old
Stone Church on the corner
of Shaw and Poor Farm roads,
Harrisville. For more infor-
mation, contact Claire at (989)
724-6665.

Calendar of Events
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8

Sunrise Community Food
Pantry will be open from 1 to
3 p.m. at Hubbard Lake Bible
Church, 13508 Hubbard Lake
Road, Hubbard Lake. Clients
are asked to come only one
time per month and must be
present to receive food. Cli-
ents must remain in vehicle
for curbside pick-up and fol-
low volunteer traffic control.
The pantry accepts clients
regardless of county of resi-
dence. Identification is re-
quired. Bring a box or bag.
For more information, call
(989) 727-3606.

SATURDAY, APRIL 11
The Alcona Food Pantry will

be open from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. at the Harrisville United
Methodist Church, 217 North
State Street (US-23).

Recycle Alcona County will
hold drop off day from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the ARA site
on Barlow Road in Lincoln.
Enter and exit through the
north gate. For more infor-
mation, call (989) 724-5077.

TUESDAY, APRIL 14
Individuals whose lives are

affected by depression or an-
other mental health condi-

tion are welcome to attend
Fresh Hope, a Christian-
based support group for those
with mental health chal-
lenges. Loved ones are also
welcome. Meetings are from
1 to 2:30 p.m. at the Old
Stone Church on the corner
of Shaw and Poor Farm roads,
Harrisville. For more infor-
mation, contact Claire at (989)
724-6665.

Euchre players meet at the
Lincoln Senior Center, 207
Church Street, Lincoln at 1
p.m. All are welcome. For
more information, call (989)
736-8879.

FRIDAY, APRIL 17
Reformers Unanimous, a

faith-based addictions recov-
ery program, will meet from 7
to 9 p.m. at the Greenbush
Community Baptist Church,
2430 South State Street. For
more information, call Pastor
Wayne Whitten at (989) 335-
0172.

Deadline to be on August
primary ballot approaches

County and Township seats

By Mary Weber
Staff Writer
In August registered vot-

ers will be casting prelimi-
nary ballots for a wide range
of local elected officials in-
cluding almost all county and
township positions.

According to Alcona
County Clerk Stephany Eller,
the deadline to file a petition
to be named on the August
primary ballot is April 21.

“This August will be our
county and township pri-
mary. This election will de-
cide what county and town-
ship candidates will be on the
ballot with the presidential
election in November,” Eller
said. She explained some pe-
titions have started to come
in, but it was still early yet for
a lot of people to file and
people could go on as write-in
candidates if they miss the
April 21 deadline.

The term for an elected of-
ficial at a township level is
four years and, currently,
county commissioners have
a two-year term. Eller ex-
plained many entities are try-
ing to change county com-
missioner seats to four-year
terms.

Craig Johnston, chairman
of the Alcona County Board
of Commissioners, said he
thought all the present com-
missioners would be running
again for re-election but said
he wasn’t one hundred per-
cent sure and a lot could
change before the deadline.

Other county seats besides
commissioners will also be
on the ballot including county
clerk, treasurer, prosecuting
attorney and sheriff.

Alcona Township Clerk
Dawn LaLonde said all elected

officials of her township had
already submitted petitions
and will be running again for
election. Many of the other
township clerks in the com-
munity said the same about
their elected officials or were
unsure if all would be run-
ning again or not.

A number of township seats
will be changing and so far,
Roger Jamieson, clerk for
Harrisville Township; Teresa
Perkins, clerk for Curtis
Township; Jesus Yruegas,
supervisor for Mikado Town-
ship; Rita Sands, clerk for
Mikado Township; James
Burger, supervisor  for Millen
Township; and Gloria Burger,
clerk for Millen Township; are
either thinking about or have
committed to resigning their
elected seats.

For more information re-
garding township seats or to
file a petition, call the town-
ship clerk in the related town-
ship. For information or a
petition to file for a county
seat, call Eller at (989)724-
9410.
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Spring in 2 Summer Expo
has been postponed until

June 7, from Noon to 4 p.m.
due to the stay home order.
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The family of Ann Jacobs would like
to extend a huge heartfelt thank you to
all the wonderful people for the cards,
thoughts and prayers. Especially Mike
& Sheri Sanford, Gary & Kathy Tomes
and  Cari Butler of Mountain Bar &
Grill. Again, thank you for the support
to the wonderful people of the commu-
nity in our time of sorrow.
Tom, Jelly Bean, Paige, Robin

Local NotesLocal
Notes

Local
Notes

Business Relief Grants
Working through the

Michigan Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (MEDC),
Target Alpena will be pro-
cessing applications for
grants on their behalf for the
following five counties – Al-
cona, Alpena, Cheboygan,
Iosco, and Presque Isle. Go to
h t t p s : / / a l p e n a c h a m -
ber.com/medc-grant-infor-
mation/ for more informa-
tion on criteria and the appli-
cation process. Applications
and materials must be turned
in by 5 p.m. on Friday, April
3 to be considered. Contact
Alpena Area Chamber of Com-
merce with questions (989)
354-4181.

Cancellations
• Tops MI 1502 Mikado

meetings held at St. Raphael
Catholic Church have been
cancelled for April 9 and 16.

• Northeast Michigan UAW
Retired Workers Alpena
Council’s April 1 meeting is
cancelled.

• Pine River Van Ettan Lake
Watershed Coalition meeting
for April 9 cancelled.

• Veterans Coffee Hours
held at Westminster Presby-
terian Church in Harrisville
cancelled until further no-
tice.

Unemployment Benefits
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer,

under the federal CARES Act,
signed an agreement between
Michigan and the U.S. Dept.
of Labor to implement Pan-
demic Unemployment Assis-
tance and Compensation pro-
grams that grant benefits to
workers who do not already
qualify for state unemploy-
ment benefits.

Workers include self-em-
ployed, 1099-independent
contractors, gig, and low-
wage workers who can no
longer work because of the
pandemic. The agreement
also increases weekly ben-
efits for all unemployed work-
ers by $600 a week for up to
four months and extends ben-
efit payments from 26 to 39
weeks.

The Michigan Unemploy-
ment Insurance Agency (UIA)
will provide additional guid-
ance regarding eligibility and
application details in the com-
ing days as it implements
these new programs.

 If a worker’s application
has previously been denied
by the UIA in the past three
weeks there is no need for
them to reapply at this time.
They will be notified by the
agency with any additional
action that may need to be
taken.

 The day or time of day in
which a claim is filed will not
impact whether a worker re-
ceives benefits or their ben-
efit amount. Additionally,
claims will be backdated to
reflect the date in which a
claimant was laid-off or let go
from their job due to COVID-
19. The eligibility window to
apply has also been increased
from 14 to 28 days from the
date of their work stoppage.

Online Filing Schedule
• Michigan.gov/UIA. Work-

ers are encouraged to go on-
line during off-peak times
between 8 p.m. to 8 a.m.

• Last names beginning
with letters A-L are asked to
file claims on Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays.

• Last names beginning
with letters M-Z are asked to
file claims on Sundays, Tues-
days, or Thursdays.

• Saturdays will be avail-
able for anyone to accommo-
date those who could not file
during their allotted window.

Call Center filing sched-
ule: (866) 500-0017. For more
information visit Michi-
gan.gov/UIA

 Information around this
outbreak is changing rapidly.
The latest information is avail-
able at Michigan.gov/Coro-
navirus and CDC.gov/Coro-
navirus.

Distribution of Grants
The Community Founda-

tion for Northeast Michigan
(CFNEM) recently awarded a
new round of community
grants covering a four-county
area that includes Alcona,
Alpena, Montmorency and
Presque Isle counties. The
Board of Trustees recently
approved 50 new grants to-
taling $95,222. Of that
amount, $72,622 was
awarded in Community Im-
pact Grants, and $22,600 was
awarded in grants from the

Northeast Michigan Youth
Advisory Council (NEMYAC).

New community impact
grants are:

• Alcona Community
Schools was awarded $4,000
toward the Alcona Backpack
program;

• Alcona Community
Schools was awarded $3,175
toward the Detroit Arts and
Culture field trip project;

• Alcona Community
Schools was awarded $1,000
toward the weight room equip-
ment project;

• Curtis Township Library
was awarded $2,000 toward
the 2020 Heritage Skills
Workshop series;

• Inspiration Alcona was
awarded $3,000 for the 4th

Annual 2021 Alcona Small
Farm Conference;

• Mikado Township was
awarded $1,500 for the bingo
machine upgrade project;

• Approved grants recom-
mended by the Youth Advi-
sory Councils (YAC) of Alcona,
Alpena, Montmorency and
Presque Isle counties.

• Alcona Community
Schools was awarded $1,400
for the Close Up program;

• Alcona Community
Schools was awarded $1,770
for the Genius Hour in STEM
program;

• Alcona Community
Schools was awarded $700
for the Photography Genius
Hour project;

The next opportunity for
submitting grant applications
is through the Northeast
Michigan Women’s Giving
Circle grant. The deadline to
apply is July 1, 2020 and
grants will be awarded to
projects that support issues
important to the women of
Northeast Michigan. Applica-
tions are available at
cfnem.org.

Business Closed - Hold Mail
In an effort to best serve

business customers, the U.S.
Postal Service is temporarily
modifying how it handles mail
that must be returned to the
delivery office due to a full
box, or the business not be-
ing open to receive delivery
for an extended period.

Current postal policy is to
return the mail to the deliv-
ery office, indicate the date
the mail is first returned to be
held, and hold for 10 days. In
order to accommodate busi-
nesses during this challeng-
ing time, the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice is extending the hold
period to 30 days before re-
turning the items to the
sender.

Once the business reopens,
delivery should immediately
resume unless other arrange-
ments have been made. If the
business fails to make alter-
native delivery arrangements
or does not submit a request
to hold or forward its mail
after 30 days, the process of
returning mail to the sender
will resume.

Management may make
efforts to contact business
owners for whom the USPS is
holding mail to discuss the
alternative options.

Alcona Review
Website

www.alconareview.com
For events, local info

& much more!

Check out the



SSSSSENIOR LLLLLIFESTYLES

Savvy
Senior

Reside ~ Reflect ~ Relax
• Long-term care insurance accepted

• 24 hr. personal care assistance
• RN Nurse on staff

• Elegant dining with home cooked meals
• Nutritional snacks provided at the Cafe & Coffee Shop

• Emergency call and security system
• Life enriching activities

• Public transportation available

Located at 300 Oxbow Drive or  call (989) 354-4200
www.rlmgmt.com • turningbrook@rlmgmt.com

Oscoda Area Chiropractic Center
Dr. Terry D. Trombley

Now participating with most Obamacare
insurance policies including Medicaid, Medicare,

Blue Cross, Commercials

Assisted Living

EARLY A.M. HOURS:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Tuesday & Saturday 7 a.m. to Noon

(989) 739-0077
5671 N. Skeel Ave. Located in the Base Hospital, Oscoda

FOCUS ON YOUR HEALTH
Lose Weight Keep in Shape!

It’s Affordable and Fun
Just $2 per visit

Friendly staff will assist you. Walk-ins welcome.

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 6 a.m. until as needed
Lincoln (989) 736-1146 or stop by 923 Barlow Road, Lincoln, MI

VRC Rehabilitation and
 Physical Therapy
We provide in-home

 physical therapy
We accept most insurances Locations: Alpena, Onaway, Lincoln and Hillman

 M EDI L ODGE  
 OF  H ILLMAN

 www.medilodgeofhillman.com
5 S R F !Short-term Rehab • VA Contract

2017 recipient of the Bronze
Commitment to Quality Award
Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581

To advertise
in this space please

call the Review
office at

989-724-6384

MISSION STATEMENT
THE DESIRE OF RETIREMENT LIVING IS TO
HONOR GOD BY PROVIDING THE ELDERLY
WITH A LIFESTYLE THAT VALUES THEIR

IDENTITY, THEIR DEPENDENCE, AND
THEIR DIGNITY

WINTER SPECIAL
Stay 6 Months

Get the 7th month FREE!

910 N. Tawas Lake Road, East Tawas, MI 48730
(989)362-8420 • www.rlmgmt.com

tawasvilage@rlgmt.com

RESIDE ~ REFLECT ~ RELAX

Assisted Living featuring Basic,
Intermediate and Advanced Care at

affordable prices.

LINLINLINLINLINCCCCCOLNOLNOLNOLNOLN
PHARMAPHARMAPHARMAPHARMAPHARMACYCYCYCYCY

301 Second Street
Lincoln, MI 48742

(989) 736-6895 (989) 736-8138

When you receive a prescription  it is your
property and your  option to fill it at the

Pharmacy of your choice.

ESTABLISHED 1920

5113 Cedar Lake Rd., Oscoda
 (989) 569-6766

www.OscodaFields.com
We are located in Oscoda, our convenient

location puts us close to houses of worship,
restaurants, hospitals, medical clinics and
shopping centers for your convenience.

Features and Amenities
• State Licensed • Socializing Area
• Main Dining Room • Formal Dining Room
• Arts & Crafts • Daily Activities
• TV set included (cable subscription extra) • Free Public Wi-Fi
• Hair/Nail Salon • Basement storage
• Exterior/Interior surveillance cameras • Fenced Patio Area
• Individual Room Heaters • Religious Services
• Fire, smoke and sprinkler system • Grab bars in all
• Private and shared showers     bathrooms
• Paid utilities (except phone and TV)  • Comfortable Sitting Area

Emergency call response system pendants

Refill
with our new
Mobile App
or website

www.lincoln-
drug.com
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How to get Social Security help during coronavirus pandemic
Dear Savvy Senior,
I’ve heard that the Social

Security Administration has
closed all their offices because
of the coronavirus pandemic.
How are they accommodat-
ing people while they’re closed
down?

Recently Retired

Dear Recently,
Yes, that’s correct. The

Social Security Administra-
tion has closed its 1,200 field
offices throughout the coun-
try to protect benefit recipi-
ents and workers from the
coronavirus pandemic. Their
offices have been closed since
March 17. How long they will
be closed is unclear. It will
depend on the course of the
pandemic.

In the meantime, services
will continue to be available
online at the SocialSecurity-
.gov website, and over the
phone. You can also rest as-
sured that monthly payments
to the more than 69 million
Social Security beneficiaries
will not be affected in any
way.

Here’s a rundown of how
you can get help and get an-
swers to your Social Security
questions, while their offices
are shut down.

Online Help
For any Social Security

business you need to con-
duct, go to SSA.gov/
onlineservices. There you can
view your latest statement
and earnings history, apply
for retirement, disability, and
Medicare benefits online,
check the status of an appli-
cation or appeal, request a
replacement Social Security
card (in most areas), print a
benefit verification letter, and
much more – from anywhere
and from any of your devices.

Their website also has a
wealth of information to an-
swer most of your Social Se-
curity questions without hav-
ing to speak with a represen-
tative. For answers to your
Social Security questions see
their frequently asked ques-
tions page at SSA.gov/ask.

Phone Assistance
If you can’t conduct your

Social Security business on-
line, check the SSA online
field office locator (see
SSA.gov/locator) for specific
information about how to di-
rectly contact your local of-
fice. Your local office will be
able to provide critical ser-
vices to help you apply for
benefits, answer your ques-
tions, and provide other ser-
vices over the phone.

Or, you can also call the
Social Security national toll-
free number at (800) 772-
1213 (TTY 800-325-0778).
This number has many auto-
mated service options you can
use without waiting to speak
with a telephone representa-
tive.

If you already have an in-
office appointment sched-
uled, Social Security will call
you to handle your appoint-
ment over the phone instead.
The call may come from a
private number and not from
a federal line.

Beware of Scams
Be aware that Social Secu-

rity telephone impersonation

scams are growing. These
scammers may falsely tell you
that there is a problem with
your account, that your So-
cial Security number has
been suspended because of
suspected illegal activity, that
you’re owed a cost-of-living
benefit increase, or that your
monthly benefits will stop
because of the coronavirus
pandemic.

The caller may also
threaten your benefits, sug-
gest you’ll face legal action if
you don’t provide informa-
tion, or pressure you to send
money via wire transfers,
cash or gift cards. They may
even “spoof” your caller ID to

make it look like Social Secu-
rity is actually calling.

If you receive one of these
calls, hang up. Social Secu-
rity rarely contacts anyone
by phone unless you have
ongoing business with them,
and they never threaten you
or ask for any form of pay-
ment.

For more information on
how to get help with Social
Security during the coronavi-
rus shutdown, visit SSA.gov/
coronavirus.

(Send your senior questions
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box
5443, Norman, Okla. 73070,
or visit SavvySenior.org.)



For patient safety, we are currently dedicating certain
hours of the day to patients attending wellness appoint-
ments. We are screening patients for symptoms prior to
coming in.

Telemedicine is available for certain appointments types
(video appointment via your computer, tablet or
smartphone)

Please call for an appointment or more information.

Pharmacy
is open
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By Ben Murphy
Sports Writer
With the influx of high

school football teams opting
to leave for the eight-man
game, schools still compet-
ing in 11-man in northern
Michigan have been having
an increasingly harder time
filling their schedules. Alcona
hopes to alleviate that prob-
lem, as it was recently ac-
cepted into the Northern
Michigan Football League
(NMFL), beginning with the
2021 season.

“Over the years that we
have existed, we have tried to
keep our teams from feeling
the ravage of teams going
eight-man and I feel we have
done a good job of that,” said
Dave Jackson, NMFL secre-
tary.

The league has been in
existence since the 2014 sea-
son, and is broken up into
three divisions, primarily by
enrollment. The Tigers will
compete in the smallest divi-
sion, dubbed the Legacy Di-
vision. They will go up against
Harbor Springs (280 enroll-
ment), East Jordan (250),
Johannesburg-Lewiston
(226), St. Ignace (209), Frank-
fort (174) and fellow new-
comer to the league Rogers
City (214). Comparatively,
Alcona’s current enrollment
is 225.

Alcona football program joins
Northern Michigan Football League

“Joining the NMFL will be
a good fit for us and will
ensure that we are able to
compete in 11-man football
for years to come,” said Ja-
son Somers, Alcona High
School head football coach.
“This league alignment was
well thought out and makes
for a very competitive sched-
ule.  The only downfall is that
we will be losing a game or
two with out of conference
teams that have been a staple
on our schedule.  Alcona foot-
ball looks forward to being
part of this league and will
embrace the challenge of
competing with all the new
opponents.”

The largest division, called
the Legends will include Sault
Ste. Marie (700); Ogemaw
Heights (624); Cheboygan
(527); Benzie Central (505);
Grayling (473); Kingsley
(443); and Traverse City St.
Francis (355). Tawas (421), a
frequent non league oppo-
nent for the Tigers will join
this division, starting in 2021
as well.

The other division, dubbed
Leaders will be Kalkaska
(468); Boyne City (418); Glen
Lake (395); Elk Rapids (366);
Charlevoix (335); and Man-
celona (297).

“I think Rogers City and
Alcona fit in real well with

our small schools,” Jackson
said. I’ve been impressed with
all three (Tawas, R-C, Alcona).
They are trying to do what is
best for their kids and all
seem like a good fit for the
NMFL.”

Jackson also added that
with Inland Lakes recently
announcing it intends to be-
gin play in eight-man foot-
ball starting the 2020 sea-
son, they will be looking to
add one more school. Oscoda
athletic director Scott Lueck
expressed interest in seeing
their football program taking
that spot. The Owls have an
enrollment of 295.

“We have talked about the
opening, but we haven’t offi-
cially applied,” he said. “It is
definitely possible, it would
be good for us. It is going to
be good for travel and good
for the schedule. I am wor-
ried about Whittemore-Pres-
cott (225 enrollment), but I
have talked to them and they
are thinking going into the
Mid-State Athletic Confer-
ence (in football only) is going
to be a better fit for them as
far as travel and schedule so
it looks like we would all land
on our feet. I wouldn’t want
to ostracize them. This isn’t
official though and everything
is pretty much on hold (due
to COVID-19).”

Outdoor enthusiasts know
that the rugged, 108,000-acre
expanse of Michigan’s Pigeon
River Country State Forest is
one of the state’s premier des-
tinations to connect with na-
ture. Three world-class trout
streams ramble through for-
ests and wetlands at the heart
of the state’s elk range.

What could be better than
that? More of it.

A Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) land
deal valued at more than $2
million finalized last month
adds the Elk Forest at Black
River, a 597-acre parcel in
Montmorency County, to
Michigan’s public lands. This
ecologically important area is
surrounded on three sides by
existing state-managed land
and will become part of the
Pigeon River Country State
Forest, known to many as
“the Big Wild.”

“This spectacular place
adds a gem to the crown of
Michigan’s public lands,” said
Debbie Begalle, DNR Forest
Resources Division Chief.
“The land will be open for
hiking, hunting, fishing, elk
viewing, skiing, snowshoeing,
bird watching, mushroom
hunting and berry picking, to
name just a few activities.”

The purchase provides
public access to Walled Lake,
a spring-fed, 44-acre double
sinkhole lake. A smaller lake
and pond are nearby. Adven-
turers also will enjoy the ad-
dition of more than a mile of
the Black River, a top-quality
trout stream, and a half-mile
of Hardwood Creek.

This stretch of the Black
River is supported by DNR
Type 1 trout regulations
where the minimum brook
trout size limit is seven inches,

Michigan’s “Big Wild” is getting bigger

A bull elk in the Pigeon River Country State Forest.
Photo courtesy of Michigan DNR.
all tackle types are allowed,
and the daily bag limit is five
fish. Trout fishing season
begins the last Saturday in
April and ends September 30.
Walled Lake fishing regula-
tions will be identical to those
of neighboring South and
North Blue lakes: catch and
immediate release only, and
artificial lures only.

Upland from the lake and
river, a forest of mixed pine,
aspen and oak is a thriving
wildlife haven, and near the
water, wetland plants such
as wild cranberry and car-
nivorous pitcher plants grow
beneath a canopy of cedar.
The Black River’s cold waters

make it the premier brook
trout stream east of the Mis-
sissippi. It is the only river
managed exclusively for na-
tive brook trout in the entire
Lake Huron basin.

The river also provides ideal
habitat for the Hungerford’s
crawling water beetle – a fed-
erally endangered, shield-
shaped insect found in only a
few areas around the Great
Lakes. Some parts of the prop-
erty are prime nesting areas
for the Kirtland’s warbler, a
songbird that recently came
off the federal Endangered
Species List.” This area is full

Continued on page 12
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Call the Review (989) 724-6384

or email
editor@alconareview.com



New Life Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Sunday Worship & Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church (WELS)

Church Street at Traverse Bay Road
Lincoln, Mich. 48742 ~ 736-1227

Pastor David Putz~ Service, Sunday 9 a.m.

SOLID ROCK CHURCH OF GOD
158 N. Barlow Road., Harrisville • (989) 736-6350

Pastor Edward Morrison • Full Gospel
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Evening Service 6 p.m. • Family Bible Study 7 p.m. Wednesday

Spruce Presbyterian Church

First Baptist Church of Lincoln
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. - Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study/Prayer, Wed. 7 p.m.

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church

6230 Gillard Road (P.O. Box 37) Spruce, MI 48762 • 471-5464
Worship 9 a.m.

Pastor Dr. Arie VanBrenk • 202 Main Street • 736-8796

Corner of US-23 & Medor Rd.
Harrisville • 724-5160

www.standrewschurchharrisville.org
10 A.M. SUNDAY SERVICE

Family Heritage Baptist Church
4260 M-72 Harrisville (2.5 miles west of the light)

Pastor Ernest Ruemenapp (989) 724-6728  •  www.church72.org.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
3639 South M-65, Glennie, Michigan

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
6891 Nicholson Hill Road, Hubbard Lake, Mich. 49747

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class at 11 a.m.

Pastor Joseph Llewellyn • (989) 727-2496

Hubbard Lake Rd.,
¾ mile south of White Pine National Golf Course
Pastor Christina Bright             Office 736-7816

Westminster Presbyterian Church U.S.A.
201 N. Second at Jefferson, Harrisville
Induction Loop equipped for tele-coil hearing aids

 Worship & Sunday School ~ 11 a.m.
Monday & Wednesday office hours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Rev. Ken Krause ~ 724-6734

GREENBUSH COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

COMMUNITY OF CHRIST
Church School 10 a.m.  ~ Worship 11 a.m.

3155 E. F-30, Mikado MI • Church 736-8727
Pastor Char McGuire • 736-3486

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors The people of the
United Methodist Church serving Alcona County

Come as you are - everyone is welcome!

With worship at these locations:
Lincoln at 9 a.m. (101 E. Main St)

Harrisville at 10:30 a.m. (217 N. State St.)
All sanctuaries are wheelchair accessible and all sites offer

Sunday School for children during the worship hour.

2430 S. State, Greenbush • 724-5264 • Pastor A. C. Caincross
 • Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
 • Sunday Morning Service 11 a.m.
 • Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.

ALCONA COUNTY CATHOLIC CHURCHES
ST. RAPHAEL, Mikado, Saturday 4:30 p.m.

ST. GABRIEL, Black River Saturday 6:30 p.m.
ST. CATHERINE (Ossineke) Sunday 9 a.m.

ST. ANNE, Harrisville Sunday 11 a.m.
Pastor: Fr. Robert Bissot • (989) 724-6713

Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 6 p.m.

Sunday worship services 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Sunday school 10 a.m.

Wednesday 6  p.m.  midweek service
 (preaching and prayer service).

Sunday Morning 9 a.m. Worship Service
Everyone Welcome

Haynes Community Church
4505 Shaw Road, Harrisville, Michigan 48740

Sunday Morning Service 11 a.m.
989-724-6665

Pastor Claire Duncan • haynescommunitychurch.org

AreA ChurCh DireCtory

Induction Loop equipped for tele-coil hearing aids

Rev. Ken Krause - Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Rev. Eric Johnson - Pastor
Phone - 989-335-4058 - Cell 810-335-1276

The Lutheran
Church

Missouri Synod

Faith Lutheran Church
3395 E. M-72 (4¼ miles west of US-23) Harrisville, MI

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. ~ Barrier Free
Bible Class 9:15 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA)
2096 Trask Lake Rd., Barton City 48705

Services 12 p.m. every Sunday
Supply Pastor Christina Bright ~ (989) 736-8460

Everyone Welcome

MUSSELMAN TAX &
BOOKKEEPING

Walk-Ins Welcomed or
Call for an Appointment

Harrisville (989) 724-3277 or
Burton (810) 736-1667

478 US-23, Harrisville, MI 48740
NEW
Tax

Clients
Accepted

The family of Betty L. Thompson
would like to thank all the friends that
sent cards and expressed their condo-
lences.
The Thompson Family
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As Michigan’s healthcare
system faces tremendous
strains due to the spread of
COVID-19, Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer and the Michigan
Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) are
calling on medical profession-
als and everyday Michigan-
ders to volunteer their tal-
ents and time to save lives.

A new volunteer website,
w w w . m i c h i g a n . g o v /
fightcovid19 has been
launched where trained medi-
cal professionals can register
to serve their fellow Michi-
ganders by assisting hospi-
tals in fighting COVID-19.

Other state residents also
can use the site to find out
how they can help in their
local communities, give blood,
donate money or needed
medical supplies, or assist
public health officials in track-
ing infections.

“We’ve seen an incredible
amount of strength and cour-
age of Michiganders during
this time of uncertainty,
whether it’s from communi-
ties donating food, money,
and resources to those that
need it or from businesses
using their technology to
manufacture personal protec-
tive equipment,” said Gov.
Whitmer. “To bend the curve
and slow the spread of COVID-
19 in our state, we must all
work together as Michigan-
ders. Whether you’re a medi-
cal professional looking to
volunteer, or someone who
can give blood or donate to
your local food bank, every-
one can help out. We will get
through this together.”

This website will serve as a
single clearinghouse for
Michiganders to join the fight
against COVID-19. The state
will work with hospitals and
health systems that are short-
staffed to fill gaps if and when
necessary.

Residents with a back-
ground in public health,
healthcare fields, or commu-
nity organizing may assist
with contact tracing. Contact
tracing involves speaking with
COVID-19-positive patients to
determine the people they
interacted with and locations
they visited in the days prior
to becoming infected.

Medical professionals, everyday
residents could save lives

“The time is now to save
lives,” said MDHHS Director
Robert Gordon. “Doctors,
nurses, medical assistants –
please volunteer where we
need you most. You can save
lives. Michiganders in good
health who want to serve se-
niors who are alone – safely,
from a distance – please vol-
unteer. You can save lives,
too. If you’re ready to use
your cell phone to trace infec-
tions to their source, please
volunteer. You can save lives,
too. Visit www.michigan.gov/
fightcovid19.”

Easy-to-use-buttons on
the website allow users to
link to volunteer opportuni-
ties in their community, do-
nate or give blood. The Michi-
gan Community Service Com-
mission within the Depart-
ment of Labor and Economic
Opportunity is a partner in

the new website as the state’s
expert at using service as a
strategy to address Michigan’s
most pressing issues and
empowering volunteers to
strengthen communities.

The American Red Cross is
also partnering with the state
on the new site. As the de-
mand for blood remains high
during the pandemic,
Whitmer and the American
Red Cross encourage eligible,
healthy Michigan donors to
go to RedCrossBlood.org and
schedule an appointment to
give in the days and weeks
ahead. The Red Cross has
implemented COVID-19 miti-
gation measures at blood
drives.

Information around
COVID-19 outbreak is chang-
ing rapidly. The latest infor-
mation is available at
Michigan.gov/Coronavirus
and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.



COUNTER TOPS

HD-LAMINATE / CORIAN
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Specializing in Contemporary
Kitchens, Baths, Furniture
& Office Systems &
Ceramic Tile

State Licensed

433 S. US-23,
Harrisville, MI 48740

Jeffrey R. Susan, Owner
(989) 724-6623

CLEARVIEW CAR WASH
US 23 North, East Tawas & Oscoda
STATE STREET AUTO WASH

105 Mason St., Alpena (989) 356-1923

*Charges are automatically deducted monthly

from

MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASHES
       With the Everwash App

Find
*Per month$$$$$16161616160000000000

At

K & B Fence
Chain Link, Split Rail, Vinyl.

We can take care of all your fence needs.
New Fence and Repairs, we can do it all.

Snow Plowing • Custom Gates

Barb Bradley
(989) 255-5203

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Glennie, MI
249 N. Ripley St. ALPENA • 989-356-1157

• Full Service Auto Repair
• Alignments
• Tires
• Truck & Auto Accessories

WE WILL BEAT
ANY WRITTEN

ESTIMATE

RRRRRITCHIEITCHIEITCHIEITCHIEITCHIE R R R R REPAIREPAIREPAIREPAIREPAIR

Adam Ritchie
Master ASE-Cert. (989) 724-3250

Heavy Truck &
Auto Repair

366 S. US-23,
 Harrisville

HARRIS
CONSTRUCTION

Mechanical Contractor
State Licensed and Insured
harrisjeff1965@yahoo.com

Building Plumbing & Heating
(989) 737-1870 • (989) 724-5244

One Contractor-Start to Finish
Licensed Builder • Remodeling Specialist • Master Plumber

Jeffrey Harris
4963 Campbell St.

Greenbush, MI 48738

Joe Gonzales
Licensed Builder
(989) 464-2337

P.O. Box 552
Harrisville, MI 48740
Licensed & Insured

(989) 356-9641              Fax: 354-4660

3146 US-23 South                Alpena, MI 49707

JOHN or STEVE PLOWMAN

Established 1969

ABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISION
Environmentally Friendly Green Collision Shop.

Dave Abend, Owner,
Phone: 989-471-2811
Fax: 989-471-2291

10130 US-23
Ossineke, MI 49766

e-mail: abc@abendbrothers.com

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING
COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION

Licensed - Insured - Certified
3021 S. State, Glennie, Michigan 48737

HEATING & COOLING

989-735-4255
Serving Northeast Michigan!

DAVID SWEET

Backwoods Home Maintenance
by Joe

ROOFING
Painting - Snow Plowing - Siding - Power Washing

Repairs of Any Type • 30 years experience

Mark A. Shultz, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

297 S. State St.
Oscoda, MI 48750
Office: (989) 739-5469
Fax: (866) 462-1226
Toll Free: (866) 739-5469

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

STAN FOURNIER PLUMBING
Stan’s Softwater Systems

Master Plumber
#81-10142

4196 Dellar Rd.,
Harrisville, MI 48740

Call (989) 724-6171
Licensed and Insured

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
House closings

NORTHEAST MICHIGAN’S BOAT SOURCE
Mercury Outboards • MerCruiser

J.C. Pontoons • ShoreMaster Hoists • Lund
MirroCraft Aluminum Boats & Docks

FRED SIEBERT
Parts & Service

VIKING MARINE, INC.

JOHN M. UNKOVICH
Sales & Service

4968 N. HUBBARD LAKE ROAD, SPRUCE, MICHIGAN 48762

(989) 727-2797
vikingmarine-hubbardlake.com

Certified Mercury & MerCruiser Parts & Service

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Area Businesses At  Your Service

Color Copies • Envelopes • Fliers • Stationery
2, 3 & 4 Part Forms • Newsletters • Business Cards

Rubber Stamps • Raffle Tickets

The AAAAAlcona CCCCCounty RRRRReview
111 N. Lake Street, Harrisville • 724-6384

Double E Designs
E

 Refurbish damaged table tops
 Freshen up your Kitchen with new cupboard doors
 Add drawer slides to any kitchen cupboard

 Builder of one-0f-a-kind kitchen cabinetry and
furniture for any room

Ed Eddinger
(989) 736-6104

FREE
pickup & delivery

989-739-4810 1-800-890-0303
Mobile Glass Service

Stone Chip Repair

TRUCK ACCESSORIES
Residential • Commerical • Custom Glass Services

www.transautoglass.com

We Waive Deductible
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BBBBBuggy RRRRRides
From the files of the Alcona County Review

Weekly Report

Climatological Observations taken by Stanley L. Darmofal at the Harrisville National Weather Service Coop
Station  located 1.8 miles NNE of Harrisville Post Office. Observations for each day are from midnight through
11:59 p.m. T=Trace (less than 0.005" Water Content.)

Weekly Total                   0.00                            0.0   0.50
March to Date                 0.73                            1.9                              1.89
Year/Season to Date      2.59                            54.0   5.00

 Date High        Low
Water

Content
Av. Wind
Speed

Dominant
Direction

March 22                      32            16                   0.00                    10         20 SSE
March 23                       35                28                  0.00                    4.5         21    S
March 24                      36                27                   0.00                     2          9 SSE
March 25          39                28                   0.00                    5.3         20 SSW
March 26          39                28                   0.00                    4.3         17 NNE
March 27                       40                28                  0.00                    3.8                 16                       S
March 28                       38                29                  0.00                     4.3                18 NNE

Harrisville Climatological Observations for  2020

High
Speed

Temperature (F°) Miles Per Hour

Normal
Water Content

Water
Content

Snow
Fall

Precipitation Summary (Inches)

2019-2020 Season

201 Main St., Harrisville, MI 48740
(989) 724-6552
Toll Free (888) 724-6552
Fax (989) 724-5223 Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Roger L. Lemons, Agent

Home • Auto • Life Insurance
Here To Help Life Go Right

Youth
“borrows”
horse; to be

tried in circuit
April 1, 1920  ~ Ephriam

Robert Sampine, giving his
age as 19 and his residence
as East Tawas, “borrowed”
Isaac Downer’s horse from
the field Sunday and later
tried to sell it to various per-
sons.

After the officers were noti-
fied they traced the pair to
Black River, where the young
man was arrested and
brought to the jail here. He
was arraigned, waived exami-
nation and was bound over to
the circuit court, where it is
expected he will plead guilty.

Killed in action
in France
March 15

April 5, 1945 ~ Pfc. Ned O.
Wiedbrauk, son of Mr. and
Mrs. L. A. Wiedbrauk of
Curran, was killed in action
in France on March 15th,
1945, according to a telegram
received by the parents from
the War Department last
Thursday.

Pfc. Wiedbrauk entered the
service on December 2, 1942,
and was a member of Com-
pany G, 41Gth. Inf., 103rd.
Division, with the 7th. Army.

Ned. O. Wiedbrauk was
born in Curran 24 years ago,
and spent his entire life there
until his induction into the
army.

Surviving are his parents;
two sisters, Mrs. Cora
DeJarlalis and Nellie of
Curran; one brother, Floyd,
who is a staff sergeant some-
where in France.

Glennie man
killed; Pinned
under fallen

structure
April 5, 1945 ~ George A.

Steele, caretaker of the W. C.
Mullenburg farm east of
Glennie, was killed Wednes-
day evening when a rabbit
hutch was blown down by the
high wind, pinning him to the
ground.

Mrs. Steele began a search
for her husband about four
o’clock and becoming alarmed
at his disappearance, called
on neighbors to aid in search-
ing for him, but to no avail.
Shortly after midnight with
flashlight in hand, Mrs. Steele
again searched the premises
and found the body under the
fallen hutch.

Coroner W. F. Carle, and
Sheriff Adair were called.
Death was pronounced acci-
dental.

Mr. Steele was born in
Breckenridge, Michigan, April
19, 1898. He was a veteran of
World War I.

Start drive to help locate missing girls
April 2, 1970 ~ Through

the combined efforts of citi-
zens of the Oscoda Area
Schools District and area
news media, led by an inter-
ested Oscoda resident, an in-
tensive organized effort is be-
ing made to learn the fate of
two Oscoda High School girls
who disappeared while hitch-
hiking home from school on
October 31, 1969. To date all
efforts by police to find them
have been unsuccessful.

The two girls are Pamela
Hobley, 15, daughter of Mrs.
Lois Hobley and Patricia
Spencer, 17, daughter of Mrs.
Arlene Spencer of Oscoda,
formerly of Curtis Township,
Alcona County.

John Lafferty of Oscoda, a
retired truck driver for the
Detroit Free Press has orga-
nized a drive to raise reward
money for information lead-
ing to the whereabouts of the
missing students. Over $600

has been contributed since
the girls disappeared and a
$500 reward has been offered
with posters distributed
throughout the area. Lafferty,
as a retiree, has plenty of
time on his hands and felt it
could be used to good advan-
tage in trying to solve them
mysterious disappearance of
the girls and help relieve the
anxiety of the mothers.

He hopes to organize a
search of the plains area be-
tween Oscoda and Five Chan-
nels Dam, and asks motor-
cycle clubs, any hiking group
or others to search the m any
side roads and trails for pos-
sible clues.

PATRICIA (PATTI) SPEN-
CER 5 ft. 2 in., has long blond
hair. When last seen at the
High School on the River
Road, she was wearing a
brown tweed skirt, and a
green plaid jacket with the
peace emblem painted on the

Caledonia
Supervisor
injured on

snowmachine
April 2, 1970 ~ Kenneth

R. Timm, of Spruce, was ad-
mitted to Alpena Hospital Fri-
day night for treatment of a
fractured left leg suffered in a
snowmobile accident earlier
in the evening. The accident
occurred at 6:15 p. m. off the
Ball Rd. in Alcona County.
Timm reportedly was climb-
ing an embankment when he
saw a fence ahead of him.
Timm reported he was in-
jured when he jumped from
the snowmobile to avoid hit-
ting the fence. He was taken
to the hospital by private car.

back.
PAMELA HOBLEY, 5 tf. 7

in. has long dark brown hair
and was wearing a brown
plaid skirt, a white blouse
with ruffle, white knee sox
and a white wooly coat.

Any available information
may be given to the Police or
to the Reward Committee. Mr.
Lafferty, reward chairman,
maybe reached by dialing
739-XXXX, Oscoda.

The reward offer expires
Sept. 1, 1970. Parents, police
or the reward committee are
not eligible for the reward. If
the girls are not found after a
six months period, the money
will be returned to the do-
nors.

Mr. Lafferty wishes to
thank the many donators
from the Glennie area and
Mrs. Milton Travis Sr. for her
efforts in obtaining donations
from the Mikado area and
those who responded.

Three Harrisville
businesses

entered
April 2, 1970 ~ Three busi-

ness place in Harrisville were
entered early Wednesday
morning of this week.

The Dyna Cafe was entered
through a rear door, Lindow’s
Mobil Service, through a win-
dow on the north side of the
building and entry was made
through a side door at Kerby
Lanes.

According to Sheriff Mar-
tin Gehres, a total of between
$200 and $300 in change was
taken.

Marion Kahn is bride of  Corporal Ralph C. Mills
April 5, 1945 ~ Simplicity

was the keynote in the cer-
emony which united in mar-
riage on Thursday evening,
March 29, two popular young
Alcona County residents,
Miss Marion Kahn and Cpl.
Ralph C. Mills. The bride is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Kahn of Mikado, and
Cpl. Mills is the son of Mrs.
Charles Mills of Lincoln, and
the late Mr. Mills.

The couple repeated their
vows before Chaplin Dreskell

at the Post Chapel at Fort
George Meade in Maryland
where the bridegroom is sta-
tioned. They were attended
by two buddies of the bride-
groom, and assistant Chap-
lain played the Wedding
March and “I Love You Truly”
during the ceremony.

The bride chose a costume
suit of grey wool with navy
and chartreuse accessories.
Her shoulder corsage was
white gardenias.

The bride is a graduate of

Oscoda High School and the
bridegroom was graduated
from Harrisville High School.

Mrs. Mills plans to remain
in Maryland until her hus-
band is reassigned.
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Trivia Test
By Fifi Rodriguez

Moments In Time
By The History Channel

Strange But True
By Lucie Winborne

• On April 11, 1814, Napoleon Bonaparte, emperor of
France, abdicates the throne and is banished to the Mediter-
ranean island of Elba. Napoleon is credited with reforms that
had a lasting impact on European society, including rights for
all men and the end of feudalism.

• On April 7, 1891, American showman Phineas T. Barnum
dies in Bridgeport, Connecticut, at age 81. Barnum had
requested that a New York paper run his obituary before he
died so he could enjoy reading it, and the paper obliged.

• On April 12, 1908, a fire at the Boston Blacking Company
in Chelsea, Massachusetts, leaves 12 dead, 85 missing and
presumed dead and more than 17,000 homeless. Due to high
winds, a good portion of the city burned.

• On April 6, 1917, the U.S House of Representatives
endorses a Senate declaration of war against Germany, and
America formally enters World War I. Some 50,000 American
soldiers would lose their lives before the war ended on Nov.
11, 1918.

• On April 10, 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt estab-
lishes the Civilian Conservation Corps to put thousands of
Americans to work during the Great Depression. The CCC
was open to unemployed, unmarried U.S. male citizens
between the ages of 18 and 26.

• On April 9, 1959, NASA introduces America's first
astronauts to the press: Scott Carpenter, Gordon Cooper Jr.,
John Glenn Jr., Virgil "Gus" Grissom, Walter Schirra Jr.,
Alan Shepard Jr. and Donald Slayton. The seven men, all
military test pilots, were selected from a group of 32 candi-
dates.

• On April 8, 2005, Eric Rudolph agrees to plead guilty to
a series of bombings, including the fatal bombing at the 1996
Olympics in Atlanta, in order to avoid the death penalty. A 40-
pound pipe bomb that exploded in Atlanta's Centennial
Olympic Park killed one woman and injured over 100 people.

(c) 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved

• Ever wondered why those athletic lace-ups on your feet
are called sneakers? The moniker came about in the late
1800s, from their rubber soles that allowed people to walk or
"sneak" around without a sound.

• Laura Ingalls Wilder's "Little House" books were once
used as post-World War II propaganda. Gen. Douglas
MacArthur's occupation headquarters chose "The Long Win-
ter" as one of the first American books to be translated into
Japanese, in an effort to boost the morale of defeated,
starving citizens. German translations soon followed, with a
similar goal.

• During the mid-1970s, author Anne Fine walked by a
shop selling jewelry and old furs, the proprietor of which was
a Madame Doubtfire. Fine recalled the name in 1986 when
she wrote her novel "Madame Doubtfire." Her one request to
makers of the film starring Robin Williams and Sally Field
was that they "not make the children bratty, and they did
indulge me in that."

• Believing he had been cursed for killing two canines, a
man in India married a third as an act of atonement.

• Michelangelo, renowned painter of the Sistine Chapel
and brilliant sculptor to boot, was surprisingly averse to
personal hygiene. He also rarely changed his clothes. One of
his servants remarked that the artist would spend so much
time in his shoes that when he finally did take them off, "the
skin came away, like a snake's, with the boots."

• You might experience "optophobia" while watching a
terrifying scene in a horror flick -- it's the fear of opening one's
eyes!

• Zebras are responsible for more injuries to U.S. zookeepers
than any other animal.

• Your left lung is smaller than your right to make room for
your heart.

***
Thought for the Day: "Books can be dangerous. The best

ones should be labeled 'This could change your life.'" -- Helen
Exley

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. TELEVISION: Which show was a spinoff of the 1970s show "The Six Million Dollar Man"?
2. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president had a personal retreat at Warm Springs, Georgia?
3. GEOGRAPHY: Which river runs through the city of Paris, France?
4. MOVIES: Who was the young female star of the movie "Firestarter"?
5. SCIENCE: What is the largest living structure on Earth?
6. FIRSTS: Who is the first (and only so far) football player to win the Heisman Trophy twice?
7. HISTORY: How many people were officially executed in the Reign of Terror after the French
Revolution?
8. BIBLE: How many proverbs did King Solomon compose?
9. BUSINESS: What is the unit of currency used in South Africa?
10. U.S. STATES: Which three states have four-letter names?

Answers: 1. "The Bionic Woman"; 2. Franklin Roosevelt; 3. The Seine River; 4. Drew Barrymore; 5. The Great Barrier Reef;
6. Archie Griffin, Ohio State; 7. Almost 17,000; 8. 3,000; 9. The rand; 10. Ohio, Iowa and Utah (c) 2020 King Features Synd.,
Inc.
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PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

SharboneauSharboneauSharboneauSharboneauSharboneau
& Sons& Sons& Sons& Sons& Sons

Excavating, Demolition,
septic systems, topsoil,

 sand and gravel.
All excavating needs.
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & InsuredLicensed & InsuredLicensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured

(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148

BINGO

Alcona County Review Classifieds
Call 989-724-6384Ads may be brought in to our office at 111 Lake St., Harrisville

Cost per ad is $5.00 for the first 10 words and 20¢ for each word thereafter. Boxed ads
 are $6 per column inch. Ads and payment must be received by 4 p.m. Monday.

All Classified Ads MUST be Paid in Advance We accept: Cash, Checks, Visa, Mastercard and Discover

Mikado Goodfellows Bingo ev-
ery Monday 6:30 p.m. at Mikado
Civic Center.  Winner-takes-all
game and hot ball. All proceeds
to charity.

BUYING
TIMBER

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Buying standing timber, mini-
mum five acres. Cole Forest
Products (989) 736-8928.

FOR RENT

One bedroom, one bath, all utili-
ties included, one car garage,
one block from downtown
Harrisville, $650 per month, avail-
able April 4. (989) 362-4400.

Somers Lawn Care
Lawn Maintenance
Cut, trim, blow, spring clean-up,
thatching, fertilizing, top soil and

more. Call for free quote.
Call Nick (989) 335-5931

Now hiring RNs, LPNs, CNAs
and a cook. Apply at Jamieson
Nursing Home, 790 South US-
23, Harrisville, Mich. 48740. (989)
724-6889

Mikado Home Health seeking
CNAs and HHAs, 36 hour shift
and 24 hour shift. (989) 736-3202.

Looking for a caring, compas-
sionate dental assistant to work
full time at Healthy Smiles Dental
Care’s Jewell Lake Dental. We
offer full time benefits including:
Medical insurance, vision, den-
tal, a retirement plan and paid
time-off. Please contact Rachel
South at (517) 599-6167 or send
your resume to rsouth@healthy-
smilesdentists.com. Experience
is preferred.

John’s Home Maintenance is
looking for full time warehouse
maintenance and driver position.
Must have Class B license. Call
the Lincoln office for details (989)
736-8315.

Looking for experienced roofers
and laborers. Apply at John’s
Home Maintenance, 574 South
Second Street, Lincoln. (989)
736-8315. Central Boiler Certified Classic

EdgeA outdoor furnaces. Excep-
tional performance and value.
Call today! Gauthier Heating &
Cooling (989) 471-2478.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of
Mortgage Foreclosure Sale

(Alcona County)
Notice of foreclosure by adver-
tisement.
Notice is given under section
3212 of the revised judicature
act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL
600.3212, that the following
mortgage will be foreclosed by a
sale of the mortgaged premises,
or some part of them, at a public
auction sale to the highest bid-
der for cash or cashier’s check
at the place of holding the circuit
court in Alcona County, starting
promptly at 10 a.m. on April 22,
2020.
The amount due on the mort-
gage may be greater on the day
of the sale. Placing the highest
bid at the sale does not auto-
matically entitle the purchaser
to free and clear ownership of
the property. A potential pur-
chaser is encouraged to contact
the county register of deeds of-
fice or a title insurance com-
pany, either of which may charge
a fee for this information.
Default has been made in the
terms and conditions of a cer-

tain mortgage made by Daniel F.
Gonzalez and Denise R.
Gonzalez, husband and wife, to
NPB Mortgage LLC, dated June
17, 2004, and recorded on June
28, 2004, in book 402, page 1,428,
document number
200400002857, Alcona County
records, Michigan. Said mortgage
was lastly assigned to and is now
held by Northpointe Bank, a Michi-
gan banking corporation by as-
signment of mortgage, recorded
on August 29, 2019, Liber 553,
page 771, instrument number
201900002863, Alcona County
records, Michigan.
The sum claimed to be due and
owing on said mortgage as of the
date of this notice is $116,782.77
with interest accruing at $25.43
per diem. The mortgagee will ap-
ply the sales proceeds to the debt
secured by the mortgage as
stated above, plus interest on the
amount due at a rate of interest
equal to 7.950 percent per an-
num; all legal costs and expenses,
including attorney’s fees allowed
by law; and also any amount paid
by the mortgagee to protect its
interest in the property.
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(989)354-2487

Classified Ad
Deadline is

Monday
 at 4 p.m.

Call 724-6384

The properties to be sold at fore-
closure are all that real estate
situated in the township of Mi-
kado, county of Alcona, State of
Michigan, described as follows:
Parcel 7: A part of the west 1/2 of
Section 24, T25N, R8E, being
more particularly described as
beginning at a point distant north
02 degrees 46 minutes 06 sec-
onds east 1326.04 feet and north
87 degrees 17 minutes 35 sec-
onds west 1200.00 feet from the
south 1/4 corner of said Section
24; thence north 32 degrees 01
minute 44 seconds west 287.87
feet; thence north 37 degrees 17
minutes 48 seconds east  411.15;
thence 78.37 feet along the arc of
a curve to the left, radius 581.98
feet, central angle 7 degrees 42
minutes 58 seconds, chord bears
south 37 degrees 34 minutes 00
seconds east 78.32 feet; thence
south 41 degrees 26 minutes 00
seconds east 100.00 feet; thence
south 25 degrees 51 minutes 33
seconds west 482.37 feet to the
point of beginning.
Tax Parcel ID No.: 091-024-300-
055-00. Commonly known as:
2649 Wildwood Trail Mikado,

Mich. 48745.
The redemption period shall be
six (6) months from the date of
sale pursuant to M.C.L.
§600.3240(8). If the property is
sold at foreclosure sale, under
M.C.L. §600.3278 the
borrower(s) will be held respon-
sible to the person who buys the
property at the mortgage fore-
closure sale or to the mortgage
holder for damaging the prop-
erty during the redemption pe-
riod.
Attention homeowner: If you are
a military service member on
active duty, if your period of ac-
tive duty has concluded less than
90 days ago, or if you have been
ordered to active duty, please
contact the attorney for the party
foreclosing the mortgage at the
telephone number stated in this
notice March 18, 2020
Northpointe Bank, a Michigan
Banking Corporation.
Kilpatrick & Associates, P.C. At-
torneys for Northpointe Bank, a
Michigan banking corporation
903 N. Opdyke Road, Suite C
Auburn Hills, Mich. 48326
(248) 377-0700
3-25, 4-1, 4-8, 4-15

Rammelsberg furniture

Kovals:  Antiques and Collecting
By Terry and Kim Kovel

If you never lived in Ohio
you've probably never heard
of Mitchell & Rammelsberg
furniture. It was the largest
furniture manufacturers of
its time located in the Mid-
west, but not in Grand Rap-
ids, where most of the furni-
ture was made. (Lots of lum-
ber and goods are transported
from the Great Lakes to the
Mississippi River and then to
the ocean and overseas.) The
company started in either
1836 or 1847 in Cincinnati. It
made top-quality Victorian
furniture with hand carving
and steam-driven woodwork-
ing machines making the
parts. It became Robert
Mitchell Furniture Co. in 1881
and didn't close until 1940.

Pieces often were marked
"M & R," or the inside of a
drawer might be stamped
"Mitchell & Rammelsberg."
Only a few pieces of a bed-
room set were marked, so
many pieces today are identi-
fied by the design and quality
of the work. The company
worked in many styles, from
Classical to Egyptian Revival.
It also made dining sets,
desks, sofas, hall trees, occa-
sional tables and other pieces.
Buyers pay the most for ma-
hogany and the least for wal-
nut, but the design, carvings

and trim also influence the
price. A mahogany bedroom
suite with bed, table, chairs
and dressers sells for thou-
sands of dollars today, but
they are scarce.

***
Q: I have a decorative por-

celain dish marked "Not for
food serving, may poison
food." I'm not sure if it's an
antique. Can you explain the
marking?

A: The wording on your
dish indicates it is not an
antique. In 1971, the Food &
Drug Administration set regu-
lations on the amount of lead
in glazes on ceramic dishes
used for food. The standards
have been revised since then
and now also include regula-
tions governing the amount
of cadmium in the glaze. Cad-
mium is often used in bright
red and orange glazes. The
words marked on your dish
are a label the FDA requires
on dishes that contain unac-
ceptable levels of these met-
als.

Ceramic dishes made in
Asia or Mexico, especially
those with bright colors, are
more likely to be unsafe than
those made in Europe or the
U.S. Acidic foods can cause
the metals to leach out of the
glaze if the dish hasn't been

fired properly and the glaze
completely sealed. Enjoy your
dish as a decorative piece,
but don't use it for food. There
are some unlabeled antique
dishes that have high lead or
cadmium glaze.

***
CURRENT PRICES
Occupied Japan toy, danc-

ing couple, windup, celluloid,
pink, blue, original box, 5
inches, $50.

Basalt bust, Shakespeare,
collar, buttons, convex base,
impressed Shakespeare,
marked, 12 x 8 inches, $150.

Snuff bottle, Peking glass,
turtle, white opal glass, co-
balt coiled snake, gilt stop-
per, 3 inches, $375.

Ivory, card case,
 pierced, curved, people in
garden, different scenes on
reverse, 4 x 2 inches, $630.

***
TIP: Put a piece of plastic

jewelry under hot water and,
when warm, smell it. Bakelite
smells like formaldehyde; cel-
luloid smells like camphor
(mothballs); and Galalith, a
1920s plastic, smells like
burnt milk. Lucite does not
smell.

(c) 2020 King Features
Synd., Inc.

The Inspector General for
the Department of Defense
has discovered that millions
of dollars intended for ser-
vice-disabled veteran-owned
small businesses didn't go to
eligible veterans. Instead the
money went to businesses
that didn't qualify.

The goal is for every de-
partment to set aside at least
3% of its contracts for ser-
vice-disabled veterans who
own businesses. Each of those
small businesses must be at
least 51% owned by a service-
disabled veteran who is
hands-on with the business,
directing daily operations and
in control of management.
Each business is allowed to
subcontract a certain per-
centage of its work.

The DOD failed. Out of 27
contracts valued at $827.8
million, it gave the money to
16 businesses that didn't
meet the requirements. The
DOD expected those contrac-
tors to "self-certify" and swear
they qualified. Additionally,
the DOD did not check com-
pliance at the subcontracting
level, handing out $164.7
million to three contractors
who didn't qualify.

The DOD Inspector Gen-

Veterans Post
By Freddy Groves

Department of  Defense is
shortchanging vets

eral report, of course, had
recommendations ... coordi-
nate this, implement that, etc.
The acting director of the Of-
fice of Small Business Pro-
grams didn't comment on the
recommendations, said his
office was not responsible and
pointed to a different depart-
ment. The DOD fired back,
quoting the actual instruc-
tion manual, chapter and
verse, that stated that the
OSBP should oversee all
small-business activities.

That left the whole mess as
unresolved. No recommenda-
tions were resolved; no rec-
ommendations were closed.

This is not a new problem.
In 2012 the DOD Inspector
General put out a report about
the many millions of dollars
handed out to veterans who
did not qualify. The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs keeps
a registry for just this reason:
so departments can verify a
veteran's status. It's just a
matter of looking them up.

The OSBP handed out
small-business contracts val-
ued at $10.3 billion in 2018.
How much of that went to
people who didn't qualify?
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.



5130 N. US-23,
Oscoda

(989) 739-9711
(989) 820-5703

To help in the fight against the 

Covid-19 virus, we have closed our 

buildings to the public. 

Office staff and 

drivers are still working. 

 The gas station attendants are pumping 

gas for all customers at the self-serve 

price, to keep everyone  safe.  

Nobody has to get out of their car or 

touch the pumps.  

Our staff has volunteered to do this.  

The office has a drop box for payments.

FREE Medication 
          Packaging
FREE Delivery

Call 989.354.3189

Med Paks
Now available!

OfOfOfOfOffering Monuments, Memorials,fering Monuments, Memorials,fering Monuments, Memorials,fering Monuments, Memorials,fering Monuments, Memorials,
 Additional Date Carving, Business Additional Date Carving, Business Additional Date Carving, Business Additional Date Carving, Business Additional Date Carving, Business
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989-354-8535

Open M-F and by appointment
1451 W. Washington Ave,

Alpena
Next to Evergreen Cemetery

www.crowmemorials.com

THE SUNRISE SIDE MEMORIAL EXPERTS
Northeastern Michigan's Only Memorial Showroom

CROW MEMORIALS
EMPLOYEE OWNED

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9:30 - 5:30
Open Weekends by Appointment
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An aerial view of Walled Lake. Photo courtesy of Michigan DNR.

Big Wild Continued from page 6

of wildlife,” said Kerry Wieber,
DNR forest land administra-
tor. “It offers opportunities
for hunters to pursue game
species such as elk, white-
tailed deer, black bear and
ruffed grouse, as well as op-
portunities for wildlife watch-
ers to catch a glimpse of non-
game species such as red-
shouldered hawk, loons and
pine marten.”

This land deal conserves
from development one of the
biggest privately owned par-

cels in Michigan’s core elk
range. That, in turn, protects
the Cheboygan River water-
shed, a critical area for
groundwater recharge. It also
prevents groundwater con-
tamination through the area’s
“karst lakes,” the sinkholes
that form the lakes and are
directly connected to the
groundwater beneath.

The forest on the property
will be dual-certified as sus-
tainably managed by the Sus-
tainable Forest Initiative and

Forest Stewardship Council.
This will ensure forest man-
agement that promotes bio-
logical diversity, health and
habitat.

The purchase of the Elk
Forest property adds another
key chapter to the land’s al-
ready colorful history. Deep
in the forest are the founda-
tions to the hunting camp of
George King, an early 20th-
century fishing guide. King
hosted authors Ernest
Hemingway and William B.
Mershon at the camp, where
they fished for trout and
hunted wild game. King is
said to have sighted the last
known wild passenger pigeon
in the region (for which the
Pigeon River Country is
named) near the property. The
pigeon went extinct in 1914
as a result of overhunting
and habitat destruction.

The $2,019,000 to pur-
chase the property came from
the Forest Legacy Program
with matching funds from the
DNR’s Land Exchange Facili-
tation Fund and a $75,000

donation from the Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation.
The foundation was instru-
mental in ensuring that this
property was acquired for the
people of Michigan and that it
will be managed sustainably
for the health of the forest
and wildlife. Forest Legacy
funds are used to protect en-
vironmentally important for-
est areas from development
and fragmentation.

“Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation is pleased to col-

laborate on the strategic pro-
tection of important elk habi-
tat within the Pigeon River
Country State Forest.” said
Blake Henning, the found-
ation’s chief conservation of-
ficer. “Our partnership with
DNR and the staff’s efforts to
acquire and maintain quality
elk habitat means an increase
in quality management and
public access.”

The Elk Forest at Black
River will be accessible from
Blue Lakes Road on its west
side. Motorized vehicle use at
the Elk Forest property is lim-
ited until the DNR completes
a road inventory and devel-
ops an access plan, with pub-
lic input. Structures on the
property will remain in pri-
vate ownership through the
end of May; the DNR urges
everyone to respect the
owner’s privacy until that
time.

Explore Michigan’s largest
connected block of natural
land in the Lower Peninsula
at Michigan.gov/PigeonRiver-
Country.


