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Four snowy owls, two of which are above, have been seen hanging out at Harrisville
Harbor since their arrival in mid-November. They migrate in irruptions from their
summer grounds in the Arctic regions of northern Canada and Alaska. Unlike most
owls, which are active and hunting at night, snowy owls work the day shift. The light
doesn't bother them because sun shines 24-hours a day in the Arctic. Owls look for
habitat here that reminds them of their Arctic home -- wide-open spaces with few
trees; places like airports, large farm fields and shorelines. According to local bird
enthusiast, Frank Apsey, there are 35 owls known to be in Michigan this winter.
According to a recent bird count, Alcona has five, Tawas has three, and Oscoda has
one. Muskegon leads the lower peninsula with eight and Chippewa County in the
Upper Peninsula has 11 snowy owls. Photo courtesy of Christine Brackett.

By Mary Weber
Staff Writer
Just prior to Christmas,

the Alcona County Board of
Commissioners was pre-
sented with an unexpected
resignation, forcing the dis-
cussion to appoint a new com-
missioner.

The resignation, which was
made effective December 14,
came from Katherine Vich-
unas, (R), District 1 commis-
sioner. District 1 encom-
passes residents in Alcona
and Caledonia townships.

Vichunas, who has been
on the Alcona County Board
of Commissioners since
2009, resigned after being ap-
pointed as supervisor of Cale-
donia Township -- which be-
came available after Ken
Hubbard resigned from the
supervisor position effective
October 30.

The commissioners dis-
cussed the laws regarding
Vichunas holding two elected
seats and the logistics of se-
lecting and appointing an-
other commissioner with Al-
cona County Prosecuting At-
torney Thomas Weichel.

Weichel explained that ac-
cording to state law, holding
both offices would be in vio-
lation of the incompatibility
act for elected officials, “The
attorney general’s opinion ex-
presses a county board com-
missioner and township su-
pervisor are incompatible of-
fices and a person cannot
hold both offices simulta-
neously,” Weichel said.

The commissioners have
30 days from Vichunas’ res-
ignation date to appoint a
successor for the remainder
of her two-year term which
will end after the election in
November of 2018.

The commissioners will be
placing advertisements to fill
the position and are optimis-
tic in finding the right person
before January 13.

Vichunas, who last ran for
the commissioner’s seat in
2016 and was voted in with
an 871-vote victory over Joel
Blohm, who received 266
votes, said the decision to
take the supervisor position
came at the right time for
her.

 “I had the opportunity to
interview for the supervisor
position and after interview-
ing two of us they offered it to
me. It will mean new chal-
lenges, new issues and dif-
ferent things to do and maybe

Resignation leaves
vacant county

commissioner seat
a little bit more time for my-
self. I had an employer that
told me years ago if a door
opens you better walk
through it because you don’t
know what kind of experi-
ences you will have.

“This came up and I
thought about it and decided
to try for it. I’m really happy
about it. I thought it would
be a good time of year to do
this because of the holidays.
It will be nice to have time for
myself,” Vichunas said.

Vichunas didn’t recall why
the previous supervisor re-
signed but said there was
some upheaval of the Cale-
donia Township board as the
township treasurer, Gailen
Thornton, and a trustee,
Travis Swinson, also resigned
effective November 30. Leav-
ing just the township clerk,
Kerry Scott, and one trustee,
Jack Scott on the board.

According to Vichunas, the
treasurer had a deputy trea-
surer, Rebecca Abend, who
was appointed to fill the trea-
surers position.

 Vichunas said Swinson
resigned due to other work
and family demands and
didn’t feel he could devote
enough time to the trustee
position. The Caledonia
Township board has yet to fill
Swinson’s vacated seat and
Vichunas said she and the
township board will be work-
ing on getting that filled as
well as a vacancy on the Cale-
donia Township planning
commission.

Alcona County Commis-
sioner, Craig Johnston, said
he was very surprised by
Vichunas accepting the su-
pervisor position with Cale-
donia Township. “I didn’t even
know she was considering it.
She was a real asset for sure
to the county and she will be
missed,” Johnston said.

Johnston said people seek-
ing the appointment will need
to apply by January 5 and
the board will start interview-
ing after that. Johnston said,
“My first thought for the seat
would possibly be Joel
Blohm, he was the second to
get votes in that district, so
perhaps he will apply. We’ve

Continued on page 2

By Mary Weber
Staff Writer
Imagine walking the

streets of Paris as the Eiffel
Tower is being built, being
one of the first to stand on
the Great Wall of China, vis-
iting the Coliseum in Rome
or listening as Abraham Lin-
coln discusses the emanci-
pation proclamation -- all in
the same afternoon.

That’s what social studies
students at are looking for-
ward to with the use of vir-
tual reality applications and
a pair of inexpensive card-
board viewers.

The viewers cost $8 each
and the applications are free,
however, to download the
applications, Android cell
phones are necessary. “A new
Android phone could cost
about $200 and I need about

Teacher needs phones for virtual field trips
30 of them, which is an ex-
pense out of the question,
unless we got some kind of
huge grant,” said Terry Terp-
stra, social studies teacher
at Alcona Community
Schools.

Instead, Terpstra is ask-
ing the public to help by do-
nating older model Android
phones. “A lot of people get
new phones for Christmas. If
they do and they still have
their older model, we could
use them,” Terpstra said.

The phones will be col-
lected by the school office
and then given to the school’s
technical director, Mike
Suitor, to be cleaned and
make sure all data in the
phones is erased. Phones
should be in good condition
with no cracked screens,
have a battery and, hope-

fully, a charger with them.
Terpstra said he first used

educational virtual technol-
ogy with technical advisor of
Alpena, Montmorency, Al-
cona Educational Service
District (AMAESD), Ashley
O’Connor.

His first experience with
the cardboard viewers was a
virtual trip to King Tutt’s
Tomb and had Tutt’s head-
dress floating in midair and
turning so he could see every
angle of it. “It was like I could
just reach out and touch it.
It’s just a cheap piece of card-
board but with an Android
phone and free educational
apps (applications), it can
take students on a journey
around the world without
ever leaving school.

“It’s not like a film. This is
Continued on page 5
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Weekly Report

Climatological Observations taken by Stanley L. Darmofal at the Harrisville National Weather
Service Coop Station  located 1.8 miles NNE of Harrisville Post Office. Observations for each day
are from midnight through 11:59 p.m. T=Trace (less than 0.005" Water Content.)

Weekly Total  0.19   2.6 0.40
December to Date 0.50 7.1 1.36
Year/Season to Date 33.05 7.5 27.93

 Date High        Low

Water
Content

Av. Wind
Speed

Dominant
Direction

Dec. 17 31 18 0.00 6.8   20 NE
Dec. 18 34 27 0.00        2.9 15 SW
Dec. 19 42 29  0.02 4.2 29 WNW
Dec. 20 29 24         0.00 2.8 19 N
Dec. 21 30 22      0.12 2.1 12 N
Dec. 22 32 30 0.05 6.7 17 ESE
Dec. 23 30 18            0.00 1.7 14 ESE

Harrisville Climatological Observations for  2017

High
Speed

Temperature (F°)

Miles Per Hour

Normal
Water Content

Precipitation Summary (Inches) for 2017-2018 Season

Water
Content

Snow
Fall
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Mary Ann Ellis, 86, died
on Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2017
in Bay City, Mich.

She was born February 5,
1930 in Mansfield, Ohio, to
Victor John and Mary Elverda
(Moyer) Evers.

She was a member of the
first graduating class of the
Shrine of the Little Flower
Catholic School in 1947. She
graduated from Marygrove
College in 1951 with a degree
in biology.  In 1976 she re-
ceived her master’s degree in
molecular biology from the
University of Detroit.

In 1962 she married Edgar
Ellis. They enjoyed many
years summering at their
family cottage in Harrisville.

Mrs. Ellis Mary Ann
worked for Parke-Davis on
the Salk-Polio vaccine dur-

Mary A. Ellis
ing the 1950s; worked as a
lab technician in endocrinol-
ogy for Hutzel Hospital, Sagi-
naw General, and Michigan
IVF, and was an interim di-
rector in a lab at the Univer-
sity of Michigan.

She was also a talented
artist and loved to sew. She
was driven to constantly im-
prove her knowledge.

Mrs. Ellis is survived by
her husband, Edgar; two
daughters, Ann (Mario)
Casadei and Clare (Kevin)
Light; one son, Garth Ellis;
four grandchildren, Reese
Light, Beth Light,  Caitlin
Casadei and Erin Casadei;
many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death
by four siblings three broth-
ers, and one sister.

The funeral Mass was held

Christopher T. Cowdin
Christopher Tanner

Cowdin, 78, of Harrisville died
on Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017
at home.

He was born to Robert and
Phyllis (Tanner) Cowdin in
Detroit on October 1, 1939.
He graduated from the Shrine
of the Little Flower in Royal
Oak,  Mich. in 1957.

On June 18, 1960 he mar-
ried Margaret “Peggy” Ellison.
Mr. Cowdin sold his1946
Cessna 140A for a down pay-
ment to start his first busi-
ness, Auto City Piggyback, in
Dearborn, Mich.

The couple's love for  Har-
risville led them to buy a va-
cation home on Lake Huron
in 1981. Two years later they
moved to Harrisville full time.
Mr. Cowdin opened another
business,  The Work Station
and Star Staffing in Alpena in
1985.   He ran this business
until early 2016 to when he
sold it to retire.

Mr. Cowdin continued to
love flying until the day he
died. He loved animals, sit-
ting on the beach looking at

the lake and spending time
with his children and grand-
children.

He was an active member
and past president of the
Kiwanis Club in Royal Oak,
Mich. and Alpena. He was a
member of the Traffic Club of
Detroit, Mich. and Alpena
Toastmasters.

He co-founded The
McGruff neighborhood watch
program in Royal Oak, Mich.,
volunteered for the Royal Oak
Auxiliary Police, was a Boy
Scout leader and district com-
missioner, and 3rd Degree
member of the Knights of
Columbus.

Mr. Cowdin is survived by
his wife, Margaret “Peggy;”
three daughters, Rita (Jim)
Votta, Julie Cowdin and
Kristy (Jeff) Zajac; one son,
William “Bill” (Amanda) Cow-
din; eight grandchildren,
Emily Votta, Alex Votta, Gar-
rett Stratton, Christopher
Zajac, Jane Zajac, Amelia
Cowdin, Adaline Cowdin, and
Benjamin Cowdin; one sis-
ter, Nancy Seery; one brother,

Obituaries

December 18 at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Royal
Oak, Mich.  Memorial dona-
tions may be made to the
Solanus Casey Center: http:/
/www.solanuscenter.org/
about-us. Arrangments were
handled by A.J.Desmond &
Sons Funeral Home.

Charles Cowdin; and his cat,
Pollo.

The Mass of resurrection
will be held at St. Anne Catho-
lic Church, All Saints Parish,
in Alpena on Wednesday,
Dec. 27 at 11 a.m. with Fr.
Stan Bereda as celebrant. A
luncheon will follow. Inter-
ment will be at the Mt. Joy
Cemetery in Black River, fol-
lowing the luncheon.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made
to the Alcona Humane Soci-
ety or Alpena Kiwanis. Ar-
rangements were handled by
at McWilliams Funeral Home,
Alpena.

To the Editor,
I would like to thank the

citizens of Alcona Township
and Caledonia Township for
their support and for allow-
ing me to serve as the county
commissioner for District 1
since January 2009.  I appre-
ciate your confidence and
faith, which allowed me to
work diligently for you, the
residents of Alcona County.

The opportunity to serve
as the Caledonia Township
supervisor arose and I was
extremely delighted when the

Letter to the Editor

township board appointed me
to this trusted position.

I look forward to serving as
the Caledonia Township su-
pervisor as well as working
with the township board
members and dealing with
new challenges and new is-
sues.

Again, I would like to say
that it has been an honor to
serve the citizens of District 1
as your county commis-
sioner.

Kathleen E. Vichunas
Hubbard Lake

They are only treasures if you have them...
Please pick up your photos from the

Alcona County Review office at 111 N. Lake Street, Harrisville
Sorry, photos without paid postage will not be automatically returned

asked Kathy (Vichunas) if she
had any suggestions and will
also be talking to Alcona
Township supervisor,
Marlena MacNeill, but who-
ever they suggest will still
have to apply.”

Applicants must be a resi-

Resignation Continued from page 1

dent of either Caledonia or
Alcona townships and be a
registered voter. Letters of
interest will be accepted un-
til noon on January 5, 2018
at the Alcona County Clerk’s
office, Box 308, Harrisville,
Mich. 48740.
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Mr. ED's
STORE HOURS

Sun. 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Mon. - Thurs. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Fri. & Sat. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

SPECIALS
BEER • WINE • LOTTERY • PIZZA • FRESH CUT MEATS

11930 US-23 S. Ossineke • 989-471-2360

We reserve the right to correct misprints

Baby Cut Carrots

Dean Ice Cream
Sandwiches

$2.99

Bud or Bud
Light

 12 Bottles
 $10.49

Dole
Pineapple

Juice
 2/$4

$3.39 lb.

Baby Back
Ribs

Boneless
Chicken
Breast
$1.99

99¢

Prices Good  Dec. 27 thru Jan. 2

866 Barlow Rd., Lincoln
(989) 736-7887

NEW YEARS EVE SPECIAL

Prime Rib
Seafood Alfredo

Mushroom Ravioli
Open 4 - 9 p.m.

Calendar of Events
(Editor’s Note: Entries for

Calendar are always wel-
come. They will be published
in chronological order as space
allows. Entries should be
turned in at least two weeks
prior to the date of the event.
Events sponsored by busi-
nesses or individuals to make
a profit or governmental units
for meeting notification are not
eligible for this free public ser-
vice. Sorry, bingo, garage
sales, raffle ticket sales, or
political campaigning informa-
tion is not eligible.)

WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 27

Sunrise Community Food
Pantry will be open from 1 to
3 p.m. at Hubbard Lake Bible
Church, 13508 Hubbard
Lake Road, Hubbard Lake.
Clients are asked to come
only one time per month and
must be present to receive
food. The pantry accepts cli-
ents regardless of county of
residence. Identification is
required. For more informa-
tion, call (989) 727-3606.

THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 28

Community Walking Club
for everyone will meet at 8:30
a.m. at the Harrisville branch
of the Alcona County Library,
312 West Main Street.

Enjoy a newly released
DVD and theater-style pop-
corn at the family movie mati-
nee at 2 p.m. at the Harris-
ville branch of the Alcona
County Library, 312 West
Main Street. Call (989) 724-
6796 for details.

A blood drive will be held
from 11 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. at
St. Anne Catholic Church,
817 Sable Street in Alpena.
Bring a Red Cross blood do-
nor card or other form of posi-
tive identification. For more
information, visit redcross-
blood.org or call (800) 733-
2767.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29
Storytime and craft for

children from 10:15 to 11
a.m. at the Harrisville branch
of the Alcona County Library,
312 West Main Street. Call
(989) 724-6796 for details.

A blood drive will be held
from noon to 5:45 p.m. at the
Alpena Mall, 2380 US-23
South. Bring your Red Cross
blood donor card or other
form of positive identification.
For more information, visit
redcrossblood.org or call
(800) 733-2767.

Reformers Unanimous, a
faith-based addictions pro-
gram, will meet at 7 p.m. at
the Greenbush Community
Baptist Church, 2480 South
State Street. For more infor-
mation, contact Wayne
Whitten at (989) 335-0172.

2018
TUESDAY, JANUARY 2

Play euchre at the 12:30
p.m. at the Lincoln Senior
Center, 2017 Church Street.

WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 3

Family movie matinee at 2
p.m. at the Harrisville branch
of the Alcona County Library,

312 West Main Street. Enjoy
a newly released DVD and
theater-style popcorn. For
more information, call (989)
724-6796.

Northeast Michigan UAW
Retired Workers Alpena
Council will hold its mem-
bership meeting at 11 a.m. at
the VFW Hall, 2900 Connon
in Alpena. A representative
from Blue Cross Blue Shield
will be on hand to answer
questions. Lunch will be
served at noon. Bring a can of
food for needy. Call (989) 356-
4959 or (989) 727-4080 for
details.

The Alcona County Baby
Pantry will be open from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. Raphael
Church, 2531 East F-30 in
Mikado. Formula, diapers,
toys, new and gently used
shoes and clothing will be
available to residents of Al-
cona County with newborns
through age four. Layettes
are available in the eighth
month.

Needle crafters are mak-
ing hats, scarves and more at
the Lincoln Senior Center,
207 Church Street, from 1:30
to 3:30 p.m. Bring necessary
supplies. Items made will be
donated to local organizations
for distribution.

Alcona woodcarvers will
meet from 1:30 to 4 p.m. in
the upstairs hall at the Lin-
coln Senior Center, 207
Church Street. All levels of
woodcarvers including begin-
ners are welcome.

THURSDAY,
JANUARY 4

Community Walking Club
for everyone will meet at 8:30
a.m. at the Harrisville branch
of the Alcona County Library,
312 West Main Street.

Retirees will meet for a
potluck lunch at noon at the
Lincoln Senior Center, 207
Church Street.

“Free Range Crafts” will
meet from 10 a.m. to noon at
the Harrisville branch of the
Alcona County Library, 312
West Main Street. Bring in
your crafts in progress, ideas
and questions to share with
others. Call (989) 724-6796
for details.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 5
Storytime and craft for

children from 10:15 to 11
a.m. at the Harrisville branch
of the Alcona County Library,
312 West Main Street. Call
(989) 724-6796 for details.

Coloring for Adults from
noon to 1:30 p.m. at the Har-
risville branch of the Alcona
County Library, 312 West
Main Street. Coloring pages
from books designed espe-
cially for adults as well as
colored pencils will be pro-
vided. Call (989) 724-6796
for details.

MONDAY, JANUARY 8
Senior commodities will be

distributed from 9 to 10 a.m.
at the Lincoln Senior Center,
207 Church Street. Call (989)
736-8879 for details.

Get Crafty for Adults from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Har-
risville branch of the Alcona
County Library, 312 West
Main Street. The project for
January is a community
charity project involving the
making of plarn (yarn from
plastic bags). Bring your own
scissors. Call (989) 724-6796
for details.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9
Play euchre at 12:30 p.m.

at the Lincoln Senior Center,
207 Church Street.

WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 10

Needle crafters are mak-
ing hats, scarves and more at
the Lincoln Senior Center,
207 Church Street, from 1:30
to 3:30 p.m. Bring necessary
supplies. Items made will be
donated to local organizations
for distribution.

Alcona woodcarvers will
meet from 1:30 to 4 p.m. in
the upstairs hall at the Lin-
coln Senior Center, 207
Church Street. All levels of
woodcarvers including begin-
ners are welcome.
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Playing The Greatest

Hit’s of all Time!

Since 1968
Carroll Broadcasting

Playing the GreatestPlaying the GreatestPlaying the GreatestPlaying the GreatestPlaying the Greatest
Hits of all Time!Hits of all Time!Hits of all Time!Hits of all Time!Hits of all Time!

Did you know?
AHC has a lot

to offer its communities…
OUR SERVICES

✧ Primary medical & referrals
✧ Pediatrics
✧ Behavior health
✧ Diabetes management
✧ School-based social workers
✧ Lab services
✧ Pharmacies (full service)
✧ Dental clinics
✧ School–based clinics
✧ Children’s advocacy centers

Alpena
Wildcat Ext. (Alpena School)
Ossineke
Lincoln
Tiger Ext. (Alcona School)
Oscoda
Harrisville
Harbor Springs
Cheboygan
Indian River
Pickford
Petoskey
Pellston

TWO PHARMACIES
Alpena & Lincoln

MEDICAL CLINIC

LOCATIONS

DENTAL CLINICS

✧ Alpena
✧ Oscoda

PLUS…
Telemedicine
Telepsychiatry
Care coordination & management
Outreach & enrollment
Certified application counselors
Wellness coordination clinics
Pain management
Patient navigators & liaisons.

" Your family health center"

Main: (989) 736-8157

Visit our website at www.alconahealthcenters.org

BEHAVIOR HEALTH

 COUNSELING

Gaylord Schools
Petoskey Schools

Local NotesLocal
Notes

Local
Notes

Family Movie Matinee
Everyone is invited to

watch this newly released
movie about an orphan in
Paris who dreams of becom-
ing a dancer on Wednesday,
Jan. 3, 2018 at 2 p.m. at the
Harrisville branch of the Al-
cona County Library. Free
popcorn is available at this
“school holiday” movie event,
rated PG. Call (989) 724-6796
for more information.

Library Survey
To assess for future library

services and programming,
the Alcona County Library is
conducting a customer ser-
vice survey through January
31 for certification in the Li-
brary of Michigan’s Quality
Services Audit Checklist
(QSAC) which helps libraries
meet quality standards on a
statewide basis. The same
survey was conducted three

years ago, however, this is
the first time the Alcona
County Library is doing an
online survey. Surveys are
available at any Alcona
County Library branch or
online by visiting survey-
monkey.com/r/KFTPRFL.
For more information, call
(989) 724-6796.

Senior Menu
The following meals will be

served during the week at 4
p.m. in Glennie at Lott Bap-
tist Church; at 4:30 p.m. at
the Lincoln Senior Center;
and at 4:30 p.m. at the Green-
bush Township Hall. No res-
ervations are required at the
Lincoln Senior Center, how-
ever call (989) 736-8879 by 7
a.m. for meals served in Glen-
nie or Greenbush. No mem-
bership is required. Sug-
gested donation of $3 per
meal is welcome.

• Monday, Jan. 1, 2018 –
All centers closed.

• Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2018 –
Bourbon pork chop, buttered
rotini, Prince Charles blend
vegetables, tossed salad,
mixed fruit and corn bread.

• Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2018
– Beef chop suey over brown
rice, was beans, flavored
apple sauce.

• Thursday, Jan. 4, 2018 –
Meat loaf, baked potato,
mixed vegetables and fruited
Jello.

• Friday, Jan. 5, 2018 –
Fish almandine, red bliss po-
tatoes, cauliflower and
peaches. (Friday meals are
served in Lincoln only.)

45th Anniversary Celebration
AuSable Valley Audubon

is celebrating its 45th anni-
versary on Tuesday, Jan. 9 at
1 p.m. at East Tawas Com-
munity Center with an em-
phasis on the last five years.
The program features mem-
bers talking about key events
in the last five years starting
with Ruth Golm on incorpo-
ration in 2012. Peggy Ridgway
will talk about creating the
Sunrise Coast Birding Trail

A Kirtland’s warbler in its
habitat. Photo courtesy of
Samuel B. Burckhardt.

and Sam Burckhardt will re-
view the first Kirtland’s War-
bler Tours out of Oscoda in
2016-17. Larry VanWagoner
will cover monitoring by the
group ending with the new
bat monitoring surveys
started in 2017. Dawn Hooper
and Carol Bohmier will give
results of the recent Christ-
mas Bird Counts in Tawas
and Oscoda.

Ed Cole will be recognized
for his longtime activities with
the group. And there has been
a 45-year history and annual
report produced for the occa-
sion. Everyone is invited to
join the celebration.

Smart Gardening Webinar
There is a convenient way

to learn how to grow veg-
etables from your home or
office computer. Michigan
State University Extension
will offer a series of six online
classes on vegetable garden-
ing.  Classes will be held on
Tuesday nights from 6 to 7
p.m. on January 16, 23, 30
and February 13, 20, and 27.
Topics include what is needed
to get started, types of gar-
dening, planning and prepa-
ration, soil preparation,
plants to select, starting and
maintaining healthy plants,
gardening maintenance, har-
vest and storage, pollinators
and various gardening activi-
ties.

All resources will be avail-
able to download onto an
individual’s computer. Inter-
ested individuals may also
purchase an optional CD for
an additional $37. This will
contain all of the class mate-
rials except the live sessions.
To register go to https://
e v e n t s . a n r . m s u . e d u /
SGVEG101/. Registration
deadline is January 12, 2018.
The early bird registration fee
is $30 if registered by Janu-
ary 5, 2018.  The registration
fee is $40 for those register-
ing between January 6 and
through January 12. Partici-
pants need to register for the
entire course. Anyone who is
unable to attend one of the
live sessions, will receive a
class recording.  Before the
first class, participants will
receive a “Zoom session link”
via email on the Monday be-
fore the first class.

There is a group rate regis-
tration for organizations
wishing to host this webinar
series for a group. The group
rate is $70 by January 5 and
$80 from January 6 through
the 12.  Group coordinators
are required to completed
additional group information,
gather survey responses from
group members, and email
this information to course
instructors.

a l c o n a r e v i e w. c o m
Your information connection

to Events and Attractions
Area Services

Government Directory
Church Directory
and Much More!
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Hi, this is Dave, your pharmacist at
Snyder’s Lincoln Pharmacy.

I have been talking to some patients
who received letters implying that they
might need to change pharmacies in
order to continue to receive Medicare
prescription benefits.

Please contact me at the pharmacy if
you happen to receive such a communi-
cation.

If you have any questions, please call
us at (989) 736-6895.

Thank you for your continued
Loyalty and have a great day.

Subscribe to the Alcona Review
ONLINE EDITION

Name:Name:Name:Name:Name:

Address:Address:Address:Address:Address:

Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone:

Email Address:Email Address:Email Address:Email Address:Email Address:

The Online Version of the Alcona
County Review is $20 per year

Please remit payment and form to:
 Alcona County Review  P.O. Box 548, MI 48740

This form is for
the Online

version only

Online
subscription includes
access  to the online

archivesRemit this form with payment to:
Alcona County Review,

P.O. Box 548, Harrisville, MI 48740

In County One Year $25
Snowbird One Year $29

 Elsewhere One Year $32

AAAAAlcona CCCCCounty R R R R Review
Subscribe to Your Hometown Newspaper...

Name:_________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________

_______________________________________________

Phone:________________________

Amount enclosed________________

PRECIOUS PAWS

50% OFF
Resale Shop

Open Mon. - Sat.
 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Main Street, Harrisville
 (Across from HHG)

All Christmas Decor

Alcona County Sheriff's Report

101 complaints were handled resulting in the following: 1 Arrest; 1Domes-
tic; 6 Traffic Tickets Issued.

Complaint Statistics
Car/Deer Accidents 14 Traffic/Traffic Stop 33
Medical 21 Property Damage Accident 4
Personal Injury Accident 3 Assist 2
Animal/Dog 6 Fraud 1
Miscellaneous 1 Patrol Check 2
911 Hang Up 1 Malicious Dest. of Property 1
Vehicle Identification Insp. 1 Unwanted Subject 1
Overdose 1 Alarm 1
Civil 2 Trespass 2
Vio. of Public Health Code 1 Assault 1
Domestic 1 Fire 1

For the Week of December 18-24, 2017For the Week of December 18-24, 2017For the Week of December 18-24, 2017For the Week of December 18-24, 2017For the Week of December 18-24, 2017

Complaints taken by City, Township or  Village
Alcona 8 Caledonia 3 Curtis 12
Greenbush 10 Gustin 13 Harrisville 15
Hawes 7 Haynes 6 Mikado 4
Millen 9 Mitchell 0
Harrisville City 7 Village of Lincoln 7

Tom and Darlene Stone

Stones celebrate 60th anniversary
Tom and Darlene Stone of

Harrisville will celebrate their
60th wedding anniversary on
Monday, Jan. 1, 2018.

Darlene Elowsky and Tom
Stone were married in Leer
Michigan on January 1, 1958.

They have three children,
Reta Engel of Niceville, Fla.,
Lee Ann Campbell of Harris-
ville and Ted Stone of Bur-
ton, Mich.; and three grand-
children, Michael Dupuis,
Sydney (Kevin) Knafla and
Marisa Stone.

Darlene is retired from the
Harrisville State Park. She is
also one of the original emer-
gency medical technicians
with Alcona EMS. She loves
to walk and spend time on
the beach. Tom is retired from
the Alcona Community
Schools and the U.S. Army
National Guard. He is the
Supervisor of Harrisville
Township. They enjoy travel-
ing to Florida together.
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 Toll Free: 1-800-443-3577 •  www.aaacu.com

 Alpena • 9 8 9 -3 5 6-3 5 77
 Atlanta  • 9 8 9 -78 5 -3800
 Lincoln • 9 8 9 -736-8 9 1 2

 Os coda  • 9 8 9 -73 9 -9 103
 Os s ineke • 9 8 9 -471-2 3 2 2
 Ta wa s  City • 9 8 9 -36 2 -7 9 80

Fick & Sons Marathon is your place for the
coldest beer and friendliest service in town!
Assortment of Wine & Lotto • Liquor Selection

Animal Feed for Large & Small
Hot & Cold Drinks • Snacks • Pizza

  Sunday Morning Beer Sales
921 N. Barlow Rd., Lincoln

Open 7 days, Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Marathon Convenience Store

We Now
Carry Yellow
Travis Bags

(989) 736-8355(989) 736-7777

CHOSEN RANCH
 PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Reasonable Rates – Professional Service

SNOW REMOVAL
(989) 335-4673

Brush Removal
Lawn Maintenance
Gutter Cleaning
Deck Maintenance

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Snow Removal
Tree Removal
General Repairs
Mulch/Landscaping

Call today to set up
Snow Removal

and receive 10% OFF.

FREE

ESTIMATES

chosenranchpropertymanagement@gmail.com

Senior & Veteran Discounts

Mikado Goodfellows

New Year’s Day
Super Bingo

at the Mikado Civic Center
Door open at 11 a.m., Bingo starts at 1 p.m.

Early Bird - $20
Jackpot - $500

Specials - $100 each
10 Regular Games - $50 each

Concession throughout Bingo
Proceeds to Charity

12/20 & 12/27

Vehicle Pride offers many detail packages available along with
a full line of accessories including tonneau covers, mud flaps,
vent shades, step bars, weather tech products and much more.

Call 471-2966 for more information.

Organization NotesOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizations OrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizations

The Mikado American Legion Post 254, Sons of the Legion (SAL), and Ladies Auxillary
presented cash donations totaling $1,650 to local charities on December 21. State
Representative Sue Allor was in attendance as checks were presented to St. Vincent
dePaul in Mikado, Mikado Goodfellows, the Baby Pantry, CanPac and the Oscoda
Veteran’s Administration. (From left) Keith Furrow, second vice commander, Ameri-
can Legion; Mike Serafin, commander, American Legion; Carl Pierce, finance officer,
SAL; Bruce David and Jen Lee, Oscoda VA.; Kay Lovelace, Goodfellows; State Rep. Sue
Allor; Norma Tracy, auxillary president; Bill Miller, commander SAL; Richard Tracy,
adjuctant American Legion. Courtesy photo.

River Aux Sables Chapter
Daughters of the American
Revolution met at the Willow
Tree Restaurant in West
Branch for the Christmas
party and to hear informa-
tion about phone and email
scams which are so preva-
lent at this time of year.

Richard Sacco from Attor-
ney General Bill Schuette’s
Consumers Affairs office pro-
vided handouts and video
presentation about what to
look and listen for. If the caller
asks, can you hear me? Hang
up or you have just agreed to
accept a load of product and
an invoice to arrive on your
porch, or charge on your card,
if they get your number and
pin.

Grandchildren do not call

River Aux Sables Chapter
from jail for you to wire money
to them. Scammers want you
to keep it secret. Ask them
what their mother’s name is.
They will hang up fast. These
folks are calling from over-
seas.  If anyone asks you up
front for money to be wired,
hang up.

Never give out your check
routing numbers unless you
called the company yourself
to make a payment. Never,
never give out your Social
Security number. Scams bilk
the public to the tune of $50
billion a year. Prisoners with
your Social Security num-
bers can file your tax returns
online. They take over $50
million a year from the pub-
lic.

Emails will look real, but

may have scrambled the let-
ters. DAV might be Depart-
ment of Veterans Association,
which does not exist. Scam-
mers do not make mistakes,
they just don’t know how to
spell.

Another frequent scam in-
volves firemen and police.
Local departments do not so-
licit by phone. They are sub-
sidized from community
funds. Wal-Mart is not run-
ning surveys, and working
from home but you have to
send money first are other
frequent scams.

If there is a question in
your mind, call Michigan
Department of Attorney Gen-
eral, Charitable Trust Sec-
tion, (517) 373-1153, or Char-
ity Navigator.org which will
tell you how much of the
money goes to the organiza-
tion and what goes to admin-
istrating the charity. There is
also a presentation about
bullying presented to schools
for free.

They are
only treasures

if you
have them...

Please pick up
your photos from

Alcona County
Review

111 Lake St., Harrisville
Sorry,

photos without paid
postage will not be

automatically returned
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Savvy
Senior

 M EDI L ODGE  
 OF  H ILLMAN

 www.medilodgeofhillman.com
5 S R F !Short-term Rehab • VA Contract

2017 recipient of the Bronze
Commitment to Quality Award

Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581

Reside ~ Reflect ~ Relax
• Long-term care insurance accepted

• 24 hr. personal care assistance
• RN Nurse on staff

• Elegant dining with home cooked meals
• Nutritional snacks provided at the Cafe & Coffee Shop

• Emergency call and security system
• Life enriching activities

• Public transportation available

Located at 300 Oxbow Drive or  call (989) 354-4200
www.rlmgmt.com • turningbrook@rlmgmt.com

ESTABLISHED 1920
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND

TRUSTED FOR 96 YEARS

LINLINLINLINLINCCCCCOLNOLNOLNOLNOLN
PHARMAPHARMAPHARMAPHARMAPHARMACYCYCYCYCY

301 Second Street
Lincoln, MI 48742

(989) 736-6895 (989) 736-8138Oscoda Area Chiropractic Center
Dr. Terry D. Trombley

Now participating with most Obamacare
insurance policies including Medicaid, Medicare,

Blue Cross, Commercials

Assisted Living

Just because you have a “sliding fee” from
a health center it does not mean you must
fill the prescription at the health center’s
pharmacy. It might be to your advantage

to check the price first...then decide.

Your Friendly

Ask about our Good Neighbor Pharmacy RX
Savings Card $4.99 One-month supply

$10.99 Three-month supply
"The savings you want on the

prescriptions you need."
*See store for details

EARLY A.M. HOURS:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 7 a.m. to Noon

(989) 739-0077
5671 N. Skeel Ave. Located in the Base Hospital, Oscoda

FOCUS ON YOUR HEALTH
Lose Weight Keep in Shape!

It’s Affordable and Fun
Just $2 per visit

Friendly staff will assist you. Walk-ins welcome.

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 6 a.m. until as needed
Lincoln (989) 736-1146 or stop by 923 Barlow Road, Lincoln, MI

VRC Rehabilitation and
 Physical Therapy
We provide in-home

 physical therapy
We accept most insurances Locations: Alpena, Onaway, Lincoln and Hillman

Sunrise Side Home
Healthcare Agency, Inc. 

our website www.sunrisesidehomecare.com

SERVING OSCODA AND SURROUNDING AREAS
Nursing & Home Health Aides, Personal Care, Respite, 

“Where Success Is At Home”

Serving from 2 to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
4715 F-41, Oscoda, MI 48750

Call now for a free consultation • (989) 328-4316 or visit
our website www.sunrisesidehomecare.com

MISSION STATEMENT
THE DESIRE OF RETIREMENT LIVING IS TO
HONOR GOD BY PROVIDING THE ELDERLY
WITH A LIFESTYLE THAT VALUES THEIR

IDENTITY, THEIR DEPENDENCE, AND
THEIR DIGNITY

WINTER SPECIAL
Stay 3 Months

Get the 4th month FREE!

910 N. Tawas Lake Road, East Tawas, MI 48730
(989)362-8420 • www.rlmgmt.com

tawasvilage@rlgmt.com

RESIDE ~ REFLECT ~ RELAX

Assisted Living featuring Basic,
Intermediate and Advanced Care at

affordable prices.

ELDER LAW—ESTATE PLANNING— MEDICAID       
PROBATE—LIVING TRUSTS—ASSET PROTECTION    

435 North US-23, Harrisville 
By Appointment Only  (989) 872-5601    

www.biddingerandbitzer.com             
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Dear Savvy Senior,
What’s the best way to dis-

tribute my personal posses-
sions to my kids after I’m
gone without causing hard
feelings or conflict? I have a
lot of jewelry, art, family heir-
looms and antique furniture,
and three grown kids that
don’t always see eye-to-eye
on things.

Planning Ahead

Dear Planning,
Divvying up personal pos-

sessions among adult chil-
dren or other loved ones can
often be a difficult task. De-
ciding who should get what
without showing favoritism,
hurting someone’s feeling or
causing a feud can be diffi-
cult, even for close-knit fami-
lies who enter the process
with the best of intentions.

Here are a few tips to con-
sider that can help you di-
vide your stuff with minimal
conflict.

For starters, you need to
be aware that it’s usually the
small, simple items of little

How to divvy up family belongings peacefully and sensibly
monetary value that cause
the most conflicts. This is
because the value we attach
to the small personal pos-
sessions is usually sentimen-
tal or emotional, and because
the simple items are the
things that most families fail
to talk about.

Family battles can also
escalate over whether things
are being divided fairly by
monetary value. So for items
of higher value like your jew-
elry, antiques and art, con-
sider getting an appraisal to
assure fair distribution. To
locate an appraiser, see
Appraisers.org or Appraisers-
Association.org.

The best solution for pass-
ing along your personal pos-
sessions is for you to go
through your house with your
kids or other heirs either
separately or all at once.
Open up cabinets, drawers
and closets, and go through
boxes in the attic and/or
basement to find out which
items they would like to in-
herit and why. They may have

some emotional attachment
to something you’re not
aware of. If more than one
child wants the same thing,
you will have the ultimate
say.

Then you need to sit down
and make a list of who gets
what on paper, signed, dated
and referenced in your will.
You can revise it anytime you
want. You may also want to
consider writing an addi-
tional letter or create an au-
dio or video recording that
further explains your inten-
tions.

You can also specify a
strategy for divvying up the
rest of your property. Here
are some methods that are
fair and reasonable:

• Take turns choosing: Use
a round-robin process where
your kids take turns choos-
ing the items they would like
to have. If who goes first be-
comes an issue, they can al-
ways flip a coin, draw straws
or roll dice. Also, to help sim-
plify things, break down the
dividing process room-by-

room, versus tackling the
entire house. To keep track
of who gets what, either make
a list or use adhesive dots
with a color assigned to each
person to tag the item.

• Have a family auction:
Give each person involved
the same amount of play
money, or use virtual points
or poker chips to bid on the
items they want.

For more ideas, see “Who
Gets Grandma’s Yellow Pie
Plate?” at YellowPiePlate.-
umn.edu. This is a resource
created by the University of
Minnesota Extension Service
that offers a detailed work-
book or interactive CD for

$12.50, and DVD for $30
that gives pointers to help
families discuss property dis-
tribution and lists important
factors to keep in mind that
can help avoid conflict.

It’s also very important
that you discuss your plans
in advance with your kids so
they can know ahead what to
expect. Or, you may even
want to start distributing
some of your items now, while
you are still alive.

(Send senior questions to:
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443,
Norman, OK 73070, or visit
SavvySenior.org.)
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5606 F-41
OSCODA, Michigan

(989) 739-2231
@wiltsebrewpub

Great Food, Great Service, Great Friends
NEW YEAR’S EVE MENU

Appetizer: Carolina Crab Cakes
Entrees:

“Premium” Alaskan King Crab Legs
Jumbo Coconut Shrimp

Filet Mignon
Herb Ecrusted Prime Rib

Surf & Turf
Filet and King Crab Legs
Filet and Coconut Shrimp

Back By Popular Demand!
New Years Eve Celebration with our Kiddos ~

All ages welcome
Sunday, December 31 ~ 6 -8 p.m.

 in the Cabernet Room
Pizza Bar • Gifts • Dancing

Sparkling Juice Toast 8 p.m. ~ Ball Drops
$4.99 per Kiddo

Adults may order from the menu

Now
 taking

Reservations

Alcona Knights of Columbus would like to
thank all of our faithful customers.

Due to winter and shortage of help there
will be no fish fries until the

beginning of Lent, February 16.12/20 thru 1/10

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  PARTS  •  BODY SHOP
WWW.ALCONAMOTORS.COM

“Where You’re Treated Like Family”
Downtown Lincoln

Open: Mon. – Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sat. until 2 p.m.
 (989) 736-8191 • Toll Free (800) 736-9911

See our sales staff: Dennis Kruttlin, Ted Kruttlin, Jon Kruttlin,
Mike Maturen and Brianne Kimball

ALCONA MOTORS

'16 CHEVY MALIBU LT2 FWD
With remote start

$  9,995'10 GMC TERRAIN SLE FWD
with remote start

$22,995'11 CHEVY SILVERADO LT CREW Z71
With box liner  & trailer pkg.

$13,495'12 FORD FUSION FWD
With remote start

$19,995'13 CHEVY EQUIONX LTZ FWD
With remote start

$26,995'14 DODGE RAM BIG HORN SLT - EXT. CAB
4X4, with built in tool box

$19,995'14 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT FWD
With trailer pkg.

'15 CHEVY SILVERADO LT1 DBL CAB
With trailer pkg. & remote start

$17,995

$29,995

By Mary Weber
Staff Writer
Christmas is a time of great

joy, love and laughter. It’s a
time to honor the birth of
Christ and celebrate his love.
For many it is also a time to
remember their loved ones
who have passed on and re-
call happy memories of them.

To celebrate happy memo-
ries of five lives cut too short,
Alcona Elementary students
placed decorative pine
wreaths on memorial stones

Students honor deceased classmates, teacher

Second grade students at Alcona Elementary remember a deceased teacher and
students by making and placing decorative pine wreaths on memorial stones in the
schools butterfly garden. (From left) Amelia Sommer, Joshua Perez, Myra Armstrong,
Brett Travis, Taelyn MacNeill, Ethan Levline, (in back) and Sandy Karsen, who
purchased and brought all the supplies to make the wreaths and volunteered to teach
both classrooms how to make and decorate the wreaths. Courtesy photo.

in the school’s butterfly gar-
den.

This act was carried out by
second-grade students in
Christa Misiak’s and Kelli
Samps’ classes. The sugges-
tion came from student Myra
Armstrong.

Armstrong witnessed and
helped her grandmother and
great-grandmother annually
honor deceased loved ones at
Christmas-time. She saw her
grandmother, Sandy Karsen,
obtain small items through-

out the year to adorn the
wreaths and grave blankets
she would make.

“I collect things, little items
I pick up at garage sales or
St. Vincent de Paul that might
be special on a certain wreath.
I gather the boughs and my
mother and I make the
wreaths. This year Myra
helped us place them at the
gravesites,” Karsen said.

Karsen drives her grand-
daughter to school every day
and since the memorial but-
terfly garden is close to where
they park the car, her grand-
daughter had a natural curi-
osity about it. After explain-
ing the garden wasn’t an ac-
tual gravesite, but a place to
remember four children and
a teacher who died, Myra
asked just one question, “Why
doesn’t anyone place wreaths
there at Christmas?” Karsen
asked her if that was some-
thing she’d like to do and
without hesitation Myra an-
swered, “yes.”

Karsen reached out to the
teachers and told them she
would gather all the neces-
sary supplies together includ-
ing boughs and pine cones
along with things she col-
lected throughout the year
such as small teddy bears
and ornaments to add decor
to each wreath.

With students gathered in
groups of 10, Karsen taught
them how to bundle and deco-

rate the branches. Five
wreaths were constructed,
one for a teacher, the late
Donna Smith, and one for
each of the deceased stu-
dents: Evan Glore, Katie
Travis, and two sisters, Teresa
and Amanda Bernard.

“Each student was given
an ornament to put on a
wreath. I didn’t even realize it
but a brother (Brett Travis) of
one of memorialized students,
Katie Travis, was in the sec-
ond grade, which really meant

a lot to the students and made
it even more important.

“The students took a spe-
cial interest in the project
and it brought out a lot of
questions the students had
about death and remember-
ing. It was quite a good learn-
ing experience. Most of them
understood death but were
not sure about what a memo-
rial was. Brett was able to tell
them about his sister and
that she had brain cancer.
He told them it was very sad
she died and he missed her,
but he was glad the rest of his
class was remembering her
this way. He was very proud
to be a part of this class,”
Karsen said.

Both second grade classes
were in attendance for the
wreath placements at the
memorial stones on Decem-
ber 18. Placement of the
wreaths were carried out by
students who achieved spe-
cial recognition by their
teachers that week. Brett
Travis was able to place the
wreath on his sister’s memo-
rial stone.

Karsen said, “It was a won-
derful experience. All the chil-
dren enjoyed working and
being a part of it. We wanted
to teach children that there
is more than receiving gifts at
Christmas, it’s about giving
and remembering and
showed them a way of doing
that.”
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SCHOOLS OF CHOICE

ALCONA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
Excellence Today…Success Tomorrow!

Alcona Community Schools provides outstanding educational opportunities for all
students.  Our comprehensive core curriculum, enhanced dual enrollment and
diverse elective program options open doors for future student success!

Alcona High School, U.S. News & World Report America’s Best High Schools Bronze
Medal winner in 2007, 2010, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 & 2017, offers outstanding
opportunities for students.

• A graduation rate of 91%
• Rigorous core curriculum courses, enrichment opportunities & academic support
• Enhanced Dual Enrollment program – 24 college credits for free without ever

               leaving the building
• 100% online learning programs and technology supported blended learning

               experiences K-12
• College and career mentoring and guidance services for all students
• Comprehensive academic intervention and credit recovery program
• On-site school-based  behavioral health clinic
• State Championship Industrial Technology programs
• Instrumental Music, Agri-Science & FFA, STEM, Broadcasting/Podcasting, Drama,

              Work-Based Learning with Local Community Partners, School Store/Small Busi-
              ness Program, Spanish, Yearbook

• Robotics, Bass Fishing Club, WAMIT Industrial Arts Club, Knowledge Bowl
• Track, Football, Basketball, Cheer, Cross Country, Golf, Powerlifting, Volleyball,

              Softball, Soccer, Bowling, Swimming & Baseball

Alcona Elementary School provides a caring, nurturing environment for preschool
through 5th grade students. In addition to a vibrant core curriculum supported by
comprehensive technology opportunities, all students have access to a multi-tiered system
of home and school support for both academics and behavior.  Students have opportunities
to participate in a variety of engaging learning experiences including access to a compre-
hensive media center, physical education, STEM, robotics, focused early intervention
programs in grades K-3, on-site medical and behavioral health services in the school-based
Tiger Clinic, 4-H Extension Activities, Service Squad, and Drama Club.

Alcona Community Schools proudly announces the following grade level openings
for the 2017/2018 school year for School of Choice student enrollment:

Kindergarten through 5th grade:  Unlimited openings
6th grade: Closed

7th grade - 11th grade:  Unlimited openings
12th grade:  1 opening

Applications for limited seats available for the 2017-2018 school year will be accepted from
January 8th, 2018 to February 2nd, 2018.  Applications received after February 2nd, 2018
cannot be accepted.  Successful applicants will be notified of their acceptance and must be
enrolled by February 5th, 2018.  Contact the building offices for enrollment procedures.   For
further information or an application, contact Alcona Community Schools, 51, N. Barlow
Rd., PO Box 249, Lincoln, MI  48742 or call (989) 736-6212 or visit www.alconaschools.net.

ALCONA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
The Best Choice!

Every December in north-
ern Michigan deer hunters
who haven’t bagged a buck
are torn -- should they wait
in hopes that they’ll get a
crack at a trophy buck? Or
do they shoot the first doe
they see in order to get some
meat so they can start ice
fishing?

Anyone who doesn’t ice
fish, probably wonders what’s
the hurry?  The lakes will be
covered in ice for at least four
months. Additionally, they
don’t understand why fisher-
men take such risks to get
out on ice that’s only a few
inches thick.

Ask any ice fishermen and
they’ll answer with one state-
ment -- big fish.

First ice consistently pro-
duces panfish bigger than a
man’s hand. One reason is
fish always feed heavily at
first ice.  A second reason has
to do with the amount of oxy-
gen in the water. As winter
progresses the ice and snow
covering causes the aquatic
plants to die due to lack of
sunlight, this causes a re-
duction in the oxygen in the
water. As this occurs, fish
become less active. It’s not
unusual for angler’s first ice
to take home limit catches of
bragging size fish.

A panfish is a general term
that refers to species of fish
that are normally no bigger
than a frying pan.  The term
doesn’t apply to just one spe-
cies of fish, bluegill, sunfish,
crappie, perch, and rock bass
are all considered panfish.

When I first started fishing
we sat on a bucket and our
rods were made from wood
dowels and we pulled fish in
hand over hand. Much has
changed since then.

Staying warm these days
has only gotten easier. Be-
tween technological advances
in clothing and footwear,
along with portable shanties
and heaters, it’s easy to fish
in comfort. Anyone who has
never fished in a shanty is
really missing out.  Fishing in
a shanty is like fishing in an
aquarium. This is because
the sun shining through the
ice illuminates everything
below; being inside a dark
shanty eliminates the glare
and allows anglers to see ev-
erything below the ice clearly.

It’s very cool to watch a
teardrop below the ice, as the
fish come swarming in racing
to be the first to grab the bait
suspended in front of them.

Fishing in a shanty allows
the angler to literally keep
the teardrop away from the
smaller fish until they catch
the attention of a keeper.  Just
like the fish, those who go ice
fishing once with the latest
gear and enjoy a good day
fishing, they’ll be hooked.

Anglers today have the ad-
vantage of GPS equipment
with bottom contour map-
ping.  Ice augers make quick

Early season panfishing

By Gregg ScheffBy Gregg ScheffBy Gregg ScheffBy Gregg ScheffBy Gregg Schefferlerlerlerlerlyyyyy

Exploring the
Outdoors

work of cutting holes and a
portable shanty can be
quickly set up.

It is easy to fire up the
heater, pull out fishing rods
and start fishing. In this set-
ting it’s very nice to be pro-
tected from the elements --
it’s so warm gloves are not
even needed.

Some anglers use under-
water cameras to further en-
hance the fishing experience
and when fishing in deeper
water a flasher helps let a
fisherman know when fish
are below them.

Those who have never ice
fished probably wonder what
would prompt someone to get
out of bed early on a week-
end, brave the cold, and stand
out on the ice for most of the
day.

It’s hard to explain how
much fun a day on the ice
can be; just getting outdoors
during the winter beats stay-
ing inside until spring. It’s so
exciting and addicting catch-
ing hand-sized bluegill or
perch over nine inches or jig-
ging and watching the slip
bobber to twitch or, better
yet, plunge out of sight as a
big panfish inhales it.

Mousies, waxworms,
spikes, minnows, or fish eyes
are some of the baits used by
ice anglers and it’s amazing
how quickly being cold is for-
gotten when the fish started
biting.

In closing I’d like to stress
to everyone, especially those
who are considering trying
ice fishing for the first time,
to be very cautious fishing
first ice. While first ice is gen-
erally the strongest, thin ice
is dangerous as a result of
the fact it can vary greatly
due to springs or wave ac-
tion. Ice forms first in the
shallows and takes longer to
freeze as the depth of water
increases.

Seasoned ice anglers have
four crucial pieces of equip-
ment, that’s an ice spud, ice
cleats, a rope, and corded ice
picks. The cleats provide trac-
tion which allows anglers to
safely walk on it.  The spud is
constantly used to test the
ice as while walking out.  It’s
widely accepted that if the
spud goes through the ice
with one blow, back off and
don’t go any farther.

The ice spikes on cords are
carried around an angler’s
neck or through their sleeves
and used to pull himself up
on the ice if they go through.
If this happens, once back on

the ice, stay flat and roll to-
ward safe ice. Always fish
with someone and stay a ways
apart in case one goes
through the other doesn’t and
can provide assistance by
throwing the rope to the per-
son in the water.

Good luck and happy New
Year!

(After spending the last sev-
eral years in Afghanistan,
Alaska, North Dakota, and
Wisconsin, Gregg Schefferly
has recently returned to writ-
ing and Lincoln where he grew
up hunting, fishing, and trap-
ping. He welcomes success
stories and pictures at NE
Lower MI Tacklebox on Face-
book, or contact him at
northwriter@hotmail.com.)

It’s believed that
when a dog is men-
tioned in the
Bible, it’s referring to a Saluki, one
of the oldest known breeds.Kibble.com
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(989) 356-9641                 Fax: 354-4660

3146 US-23 South                   Alpena, MI 49707

JOHN or STEVE PLOWMAN

HEATING & COOLING

989-735-4255
Serving Northeast Michigan!

DAVID SWEET

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING
COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION

Licensed - Insured - Certified
3021 S. State, Glennie, Michigan 48737

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Phone: (989) 736-6210 Fax: (989) 736-3483

Alcona Area Land Survey
JOHN OLIVER
Professional Surveyor

P.O. Box 435
101 W. Millen
Lincoln, MI 48742 e-mail:rjbj10@yahoo.com

FLOOD CERTIFICATES

Stephen’Stephen’Stephen’Stephen’Stephen’sssss
119 N. Second Ave.• Downtown Alpena
Suits to Socks - Tuxedo and Suit Rental

Accessories and Gifts for Men
(989) 354-8221

www.stephensalpena.com
e-mail: stephens@119n2nd.com

Specializing in Contemporary
Kitchens, Baths, Furniture
& Office Systems &
Ceramic Tile

State Licensed

433 S. US-23,
Harrisville, MI 48740

Jeffrey R. Susan, Owner
(989) 724-6623

STATE STREET AUTO WASH
Located at State Street • 105 Mason Street

Alpena

CLEARVIEW CAR WASH
US-23 North

East Tawas & Oscoda

Men's Clothing and Accessories
Casual To Formalwear for Men

For weekly tips on being a gentlemen. "LIKE"
 our Facebook Page: Stephen's Menswear

RRRRRITCHIEITCHIEITCHIEITCHIEITCHIE R R R R REPAIREPAIREPAIREPAIREPAIR

Adam Ritchie
Master ASE-Cert.

(989) 724-3250

NOW OPENNOW OPENNOW OPENNOW OPENNOW OPEN

Heavy Truck & Auto Repair
366 S. US-23, Harrisville

Guns and Sporting Goods in Harrisville

Haglunds All Outdoors

2316 M-32 West
Alpena, MI

(989) 354-2713

4999 E M-72
Harrisville, MI

(989) 724-5599

Small Engine Repair
Lawn Service Available
DNR License Retailer

HARRIS
CONSTRUCTION

Mechanical Contractor
State Licensed and Insured
harrisjeff1965@yahoo.com

Building Plumbing & Heating
(989) 737-1870 • (989) 724-5244

One Contractor-Start to Finish
Licensed Builder • Remodeling Specialist • Master Plumber

Jeffrey Harris
4963 Campbell St.

Greenbush, MI 48738

Established 1969

ABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISION
Environmentally Friendly Green Collision Shop.
Dave Abend, Owner,
Phone: 989-471-2811
Fax: 989-471-2291

10130 US-23
Ossineke, MI 49766

e-mail: abc@abendbrothers.com

Local Bulk Landscaping
Mulch, Fire Rings, Drywall,

Ceiling Tiles and more.
Delivery Available

Call 989-358-0808

BUILDING EXPRESS
4170 US-23 South, Alpena, MI 49707

www.buildingexpress.net

6701 N. US-23,
Spruce, MI 48762
 989-471-5523

Justin R. Wilson
Attorney at Law

General Practice • Criminal Law • Family Law
www.justinwilson.attorney

989-335-5112

249 N. Ripley St. ALPENA • 989-356-1157

• Full Service Auto Repair
• Alignments
• Tires
• Truck & Auto Accessories

WE WILL BEAT ANY WRITTEN ESTIMATE

20#
Propane

Fill

Coupon Expires 12/31/17

with
coupon

$850

DIGITAL DOME PLANETARIUM THEATER SHOWTIMES
Wednesday - Friday ~ Noon & 2 p.m.
Saturday ~ Noon, 1, 2, 3, & 4 p.m.
Sunday ~ 1, 2 & 3 p.m.

The Besser Museum is open 7 days a week all year long
491 Johnson St., Alpena • 989-356-2202

For more information visit our website www.bessermuseum.org

All shows are
45 minutes long

$5 per person

three dimensional and feels
like you are there. Many have
360-degree views so when
one student is looking at a
castle, another could be look-
ing at the moat around it or
the road leading up to it.
Because it’s 360 degrees,

Teacher Continued from page 1

each student could be look-
ing at a different angle seeing
what interests them,”
Terpstra said.

A Google Earth app takes
students to any city around
the world, while an app called
Within, transfers students to

historical sites and discus-
sions. It brings students in-
side rooms of heated politi-
cal conversations with world
leaders, seeing and hearing
exactly what others in the
room heard and saw, along
with a better understanding
of what they were feeling at
the time.

“Your eyes and ears are
telling you that you are there.
You begin to feel the emo-
tions in the room. That’s
something missing in social
studies and history -- you
don’t feel the emotional at-
tachment. With virtual real-
ity you feel it and that charges
kids up big time to learn,”
Terpstra said.

He explained technology
is advancing rapidly, and it
won’t be long until students
will be able to sit in a room
watching and listening as
General Lee directs his staff

about a battle and then have
the scene switch where the
student is shoulder to shoul-
der with a lowly private on
the front line, executing Lee’s
orders.

“This is going to grow and
grow. I wouldn’t be surprised
if in the future students will
only need a pair of glasses
and earbuds to see and feel
just what it’s like to be a part
of a historical moments,”
Terpstra said.

When Terpstra first
thought about becoming a
teacher 16 years ago, he
thought it would be awesome
to teach in a room where all
the walls were movie screens
and in the center of the room
was a hologram of a histori-
cal figure having interactive
conversations with his stu-
dents while scenes of the
topic played out on the walls.
He didn’t realize at the time,

he was envisioning virtual
reality.

“I’m a dinosaur. I’m 54
years old and things are
changing rapidly. I’ll go ex-
tinct if I don’t adapt. We need
to find out what turns these
kids on educationally and fig-
ure out what will attract them
to learning. Using technol-
ogy like this is going to be the
way to go. I’m learning as fast
as I can. This is exciting and
my inner child is screaming,
‘Let’s go!’ If we don’t adapt
and learn new ways, how will
we teach these kids to be
lifelong learners? We have to
be the example,” he said.

Anyone who has an An-
droid phone and would like
to donate it, may bring it to
the school office located on
the corner of Barlow Road
and M-72, call, (989) 736-
8534 or email Terpstra at
terpstrat@alconaschools.net.
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K & B Fence
Chain Link, Split Rail, Vinyl.

We can take care of all your fence needs.
New Fence and Repairs, we can do it all.

Snow Plowing • Custom Gates

Barb Bradley
(989) 255-5203 Glennie, MI

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Northeast Land Surveys
Bill Woods

Professional Surveyor

FLOOD CERTIFICATES
Business: (989) 739-0771
Fax: (989) 739-0772
bill@nelandsurveys.com
(800) 739-NELS (6357)

Servicing: Alcona, Arenac,
 Iosco, Ogemaw and

Oscoda Counties
for over 38 years.

Area Businesses At Your Service
STAN FOURNIER PLUMBING
Stan’s Softwater Systems

Master Plumber
#81-10142

4196 Dellar Rd.,
Harrisville, MI 48740

Call (989) 724-6171
Licensed and Insured

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
Ceramic Tile Installation

House closings

Timmy Tire Centers Inc.

Oil Change • Tires • All Your Rapair Needs

East Tawas
362-7520

West Branch
345-8690

Open Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 • Sat. 9 - 3
www.TimmyTire.net

Celebrating our One Year Anniversary
Oscoda - Next to Kmart

569-6500

NORTHEAST MICHIGAN’S BOAT SOURCE
Mercury Outboards • Volvo Penta • MerCruiser

J.C. Pontoons • ShoreMaster Hoists • Ebbtide Fiberglass Boats
Lund • MirroCraft Aluminum Boats

FRED SIEBERT
Parts & Service

VIKING MARINE, INC.

JOHN M. UNKOVICH
Sales & Service

4968 HUBBARD LAKE ROAD, SPRUCE, MICHIGAN 48762

(989) 727-2797
vikingmarine-hubbardlake.com

Certified Mercury & MerCruiser Parts & Service

Wells • Pumps • Purification Systems • Repairs and Service

1-800-842-2540
3120 M-65 • Hale, MI 48739 • (989) 728-4011

www.webbwelldrilling.com

Mark A. Shultz, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

297 S. State St.
Oscoda, MI 48750
Office: (989) 739-5469
Fax: (866) 462-1226
Toll Free: (866) 739-5469

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

ALCONA MOTORS

Certified Service

BODY SHOP
(989) 736-8191 (800) 736-9911

Downtown Lincoln
ATEG & ASE Certified Technicians

We Work with all Insurances.
CHEVROLET

Backwoods Home Maintenance
by Joe

SNOWPLOWING

Joe Gonzales
Licensed Builder
(989) 464-2337

Painting - Roofing - Siding - Power Washing
Repairs of Any Type • 30 years experience

P.O. Box 552
Harrisville, MI 48740
Licensed & Insured

Shoreline Glass
& Shower Door

dave@shorelineglass.info
www.shorelineglass.info

989-305-0727
Fax 989-764-5910

Replacement Glass • Mirrors
 Glass Railings • Table Tops

Residential & Commerical

213 S. State, Oscoda, MI

WINDOWS • DOORS • SIDING
windowdepotnemi.com

989-305-0727

Michigan DNR, Audubon Great Lakes work together for conservation
This holiday season tens

of thousands of Americans
will fan out across the coun-
try with one goal in mind:
finding and counting as many
species of birds as they can
find.

These observations will
add to a large data set going
back 117 years to December
25, 1900, when the Christ-
mas Bird Count, known then
as the Christmas Bird Cen-
sus, was first established.

The Christmas count re-
mains one of the most impor-
tant citizen science datasets
today, helping scientists un-
derstand population declines
and range shifts in North
American birds.

“From beginning birdwat-
chers to experts, participants
in Christmas counts gather
to identify and census birds
within 15-mile diameter
count circles,” said John
Pepin, DNR deputy public
information officer. “The
Christmas counts are a great
opportunity to learn more
about the winter birdlife of a
particular area, and for be-
ginners to gain experience
birding alongside experts.
Some participants count for
an hour or so, some bird-
watch for the whole day, some
count at their bird feeders at

Field trip participants enjoy birding on Belle Isle on a chilly December day. Photos
courtesy of Michigan DNR.

home.”
There are now more than

2,500 Christmas Bird Counts
in the U.S., Canada, the Pa-
cific Islands, the Caribbean,
and Central and South
America. Michigan alone has
75 count circles, stretching
from the Keweenaw Penin-
sula in the north, to Monroe
and Berrien counties in the
south.

To find the nearest count
circle, the National Audubon
Society maintains an infor-
mative map. Clicking on a
count circle on the map shows
where and when the bird
counting team meets, and
who the count compiler is.

Christmas Bird Counts are
open to the public, family-
friendly and a great way to
meet local birders.

“Year after year, my wife
and I participate in Christ-
mas Bird Counts. We’ve
counted birds in Grand
Traverse County, Macomb
County and Oakland County
over the years.” said Jeremy
Joswick, a Macomb Audu-
bon Society member. “We feel
it is important to contribute
to this citizen science project
and are glad we can help.”

Joswick said one of the
most memorable Christmas
Bird Count experiences he

and his wife had was in Grand
Traverse County, very early
in the morning, before the
sun rose. “We were standing
on the side of Hoosier Valley
Road, listening for owls, when
a great horned owl began to
hoot,” Joswick said. “It ech-
oed in the quiet morning air –
a really cool experience.”

The Christmas Bird Count
is spearheaded by Audubon,
a nonprofit organization with
over 700 employees in the
U.S. The Michigan Depart-

ment of Natural Resources
(DNR) shares an employee
with Audubon out of its Great
Lakes office in Chicago, Ill.

Michigan bird conserva-
tion coordinator Caleb
Putnam oversees a commu-
nications program called MI
Birds, which is focused on
bridging gaps between the
hunting and birding commu-
nities and increasing under-
standing of the value of pub-
lic lands and the need for
strong funding of conserva-

tion in Michigan.
MI Birds began about one

year ago, with the formation
of a steering committee con-
sisting of a dozen partner or-
ganizations from game and
non-game conservation or-
ganizations, including Ducks
Unlimited, Ruffed Grouse
Society, Pheasants Forever,
National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration, The Nature Conser-
vancy, Michigan Audubon,

Continued on page 16



Page 12, Alcona County Review December 27, 2017

New Life Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Sunday Worship & Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church (WELS)

Church Street at Traverse Bay Road
Lincoln, Mich. 48742 ~ 736-1227

Pastor David Putz~ Service, Sunday 9 a.m.

SOLID ROCK CHURCH OF GOD
158 N. Barlow Road., Harrisville • (989) 736-6350

Pastor Edward Morrison • Full Gospel
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Evening Service 6 p.m. • Family Bible Study 7 p.m. Wednesday

Spruce Presbyterian Church

First Baptist Church of Lincoln
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. - Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study/Prayer, Wed. 7 p.m.

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church

6230 Gillard Road (P.O. Box 37) Spruce, MI 48762 • 471-5464
Worship 9 a.m.

Pastor Dr. Arie VanBrenk • 202 Main Street • 736-8796

Corner of US-23 & Medor Rd.
Harrisville • 724-5160

www.standrewschurchharrisville.org
10 A.M. SUNDAY SERVICE

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2902 E. F-30, Mikado, MI 48745 • (989) 736-8345

Pastor Tim Steiner
Sunday School: 10 a.m. • Sunday Worship Services: 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Adult Prayer & Bible Study Sundays 5:30-6:30 p.m. (K-6th)

Monday: 6:30 p.m. *Teen Program (Grades 7-12)
 *Fall-Spring programs • Website: wwwcbcmikado.com

Family Heritage Baptist Church
4260 M-72 Harrisville (2.5 miles west of the light)

Pastor Ernest Ruemenapp (989) 724-6728  •  www.church72.org.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
3639 South M-65, Glennie, Michigan

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
6891 Nicholson Hill Road, Hubbard Lake, Mich. 49747

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class at 11 a.m.

Pastor Joseph Llewellyn • (989) 727-2496

Hubbard Lake Rd.,
¾ mile south of White Pine National Golf Course
Pastor Christina Bright             Office 736-7816

Westminster Presbyterian Church U.S.A.
201 N. Second at Jefferson, Harrisville
Induction Loop equipped for tele-coil hearing aids

 Worship & Sunday School ~ 11 a.m.
Monday & Wednesday office hours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Rev. Ken Krause ~ 724-6734

GREENBUSH COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

COMMUNITY OF CHRIST
Church School 10 a.m.  ~ Worship 11 a.m.

3155 E. F-30, Mikado MI • Church 736-8727
Pastor Char McGuire • 736-3486

GRACE EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN
Jerry Dodds, Pastor

Worship 10:45 a.m. Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
739-3424 • graceonthebase@gmail.com

www.grace-epc.org  • www.epc.org
6012 N. Skeel , Oscoda, Next to Parks Library

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors The people of the
United Methodist Church serving Alcona County

Come as you are - everyone is welcome!

With worship at these locations:
Lincoln at 9 a.m. (101 E. Main St)

Harrisville at 10:30 a.m. (217 N. State St.)
All sanctuaries are wheelchair accessible and all sites

offer Sunday School for children during the worship
hour.2430 S. State, Greenbush • 724-5264 • Pastor A. C. Caincross

 • Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
 • Sunday Morning Service 11 a.m.
 • Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.

ALCONA COUNTY CATHOLIC CHURCHES
ST. RAPHAEL, Mikado, Saturday 4:30 p.m.

ST. GABRIEL, Black River Saturday 6:30 p.m.
ST. CATHERINE (Ossineke) Sunday 9 a.m.

ST. ANNE, Harrisville Sunday 11 a.m.
Pastor: Fr. Robert Bissot • (989) 724-6713

Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 6 p.m.

Sunday worship services 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Sunday school 10 a.m. Wednesday 7 p.m.

children’s ministry. Wednesday 7 p.m. midweek service
(preaching and prayer service).

Sunday Morning 9 a.m. Worship Service
Everyone Welcome

Haynes Community Church
4505 Shaw Road, Harrisville, Michigan 48740

Sunday Morning Service 11 a.m.
989-724-6665

Pastor Claire Duncan • haynescommunitychurch.org

AreA ChurCh DireCtory

Induction Loop equipped for tele-coil hearing aids

Rev. Ken Krause - Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Rev. Charles Sheldon - Pastor
Phone - 989-739-5497 - Cell 989-254-4112

By Jacqueline Kelly
Capital News Service
Anyone who lives in the

Great Lakes region knows
that feeling when unexpected
weather rolls in, especially in
the winter.

Why can’t they get the fore-
cast right?

It is easy to recall a meteo-
rologist saying that there
would be only two to four
inches of snow and when the
12 to 14 inches came, they
were blamed on the decep-
tively friendly-sounding
“lake-effect” snow.

That uncertainty could be
a thing of the past, according
to Lindsay Fitzpatrick, an at-
mospheric data analyst with
the Cooperative Institute for
Great Lakes Research in Ann
Arbor, Mich.

Fitzpatrick and her team
are looking for ways to more
accurately predict that lake-
effect snow and give more
advanced warning of it be-

Imagine a Great Lakes weather forecast that’s always right
fore it hits. Lake-effect snow
strikes many areas of the
Great Lakes region, but it
hits northern and western
Michigan and western New
York the hardest.

Working with the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Association’s Great Lakes
Environmental Research
Laboratory, the researchers
have been developing a net-
work of weather measuring
stations called flux towers.

Each tower has instru-
ments that measure tempera-
ture, wind speed, wind direc-
tion, solar radiation and other
meteorological variables.
They also measure heat flux
— the amount of energy
transferred to and from a
surface. That is useful in
measuring evaporation. And
that’s important because the
greater the evaporation from
the lake, the more water goes
into the air.

And the more water in the

air, the more likely it is to fall
as snow.

The instruments are on top
of five offshore lighthouses –
two on Lake Superior and
one each on lakes Michigan,
Huron and Erie. There are
none yet on Lake Ontario.

“Without their observa-
tions, we would have no way
to gauge how well current
models are actually working,”
Fitzpatrick said. “With more
measurements, we can fine-
tune current models to cre-
ate more accurate predictions
of lake-effect snow and ide-
ally down the line, all weather
that impacts the Great
Lakes.”

The trouble is that there
aren’t enough towers to fine
tune the models. Fitzpatrick
figures two to three towers on
each lake would give meteo-
rologists the lake-wide mea-
surements that they need.

But the towers are expen-
sive to purchase, set up and

maintain, she said. Each
costs roughly $70,000 to
$80,000. Weather experts say
the investment is worth it to
develop computer models
needed to better predict lake-
effect snow.

“As we begin to incorpo-
rate these new observations
to our current models, we
will be much better pre-
pared,” said Jeff Andresen,
the state climatologist at
Michigan State University.
“The towers provide single site
observations, but these ob-
servations allow us to have a
greater understanding of the
entire lake since they should
represent the entire lake cli-
mate.”

It is difficult to predict lake-
effect snow because the mod-
els haven’t captured finely
enough the elements that
cause it, he said. Even so,
understanding them has im-
proved with the towers that
exist now.

“The flux towers are very
important because they
quantify the fluxes of energy
and water taking place be-
tween the lakes and the at-
mosphere above something
we really couldn’t do very well
until the towers went up,” he
said.

The U.S.-Canadian Inter-
national Joint Commission
funded a project to build the
first flux towers in 2008. The
others were supported by
subsequent projects and
grants.

“These towers require con-
stant monitoring, which re-
quires bigger teams, and if
we want to be able to rely on
these towers for predictions,
we need to have more on ev-
ery lake,” Fitzpatrick said.

Her team recently pub-
lished a study in an Ameri-
can Meteorological Society
journal about the turbulent
heat fluxes in Buffalo during
a lake-effect snow event. They
said they hope the study will
help others see the impor-
tance of these towers.

The study measured la-
tent heat fluxes, or the
amount of energy (or heat)
needed for evaporation. That
helped the researchers esti-
mate the amount of evapora-
tion at the lake’s surface and
to study whether such mea-
surements help forecast lake-
effect snow.

The study shows that mod-
els now do a poor job of simu-
lating latent heat flux,
Fitzpatrick said. Better mod-
els created from more flux
tower measurements can
better predict snow, location
and intensity.

And they may also give a
glimpse of what’s ahead as
the climate’s air and water
temperatures rise, Andresen
said.

“Collectively, they should
help better determine what
lake-effect precipitation pat-
terns might be like in the
distant future.”

Stannard Rock Lighthouse
with flux tower in Lake
Superior. Courtesy photo.

Do You
Have News
We can Use?

Call the Alcona Review
at  724-6384 or e-mail to:

editor@alconareview.com
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From the files of the Alcona County Review

Act Of A Desperate Husband Four Young Children Left Fatherless

Terrible tragedy at local hotel
Harry A. George Wounds His Wife And Kills Self

Divorce Case Outgrowth

Looking east on Main Street in Harrisville -- Cottage Hotel, S. B. Kahn 1908 (Quinlans 1927),
the MacDonald House and Davis Livery (before the fire). Review archive photo.

Continued on page 15

December 27, 1917 ~ Af-
ter firing five shots at and
severely wounding his wife,
Mary, Harry George shot him-
self in the head just before
noon Saturday and died 30
minutes later. The tragedy
was the outgrowth of domes-
tic trouble between the pair
and came close on the close
of hearing of an action for
divorce brought by Mrs.
George.

About 11:30 Saturday fore-
noon Harry George walked
into the front door of the Cot-
tage Hotel, where his wife
and four children were stay-
ing, and went through the

house. At the swinging
kitchen door he met his wife
face to face, but passed on
into the kitchen, where his
wife’s mother, Mrs. Sellers,
was busy preparing for the
noon meal. As he came into
the kitchen Mrs. Sellers
looked up from her work and
greeted him. He returned the
greeting, crossed the kitchen
and sat or leaned against the
sink. They had exchanged a
few commonplace remarks
when Mrs. George came into
the kitchen from the dining
room and cut some bread at
a nearby table. She returned
to the dining room with the

bread. Harry followed her and
began to shoot, the first bul-
let striking her in the shoul-
der from behind. Mrs. George
screamed and grappled with
her husband and the revolver
fell to the floor. Still strug-
gling Mrs. George fell to the
floor and Harry secured the
gun and fired again, missing.
Mrs. Sellers rushed in and
grabbled the frenzied man
but could do little. Mrs.
George ran to the kitchen
and as she passed thru the
door her husband fired again,
inflicting a severe flesh wound
in the hip. She fled out the
west door of the kitchen and
as she did so another shot
was fired but the bullet
missed its mark. The terri-
fied woman fled up the alley
toward the front of the house
and as she turned the corner
of the building the man fired
the fifth shot but missed
again. Mrs. George ran into
the front door of the hotel
and hid behind a bedroom
door. Her husband, after fir-
ing the fifth shot, walked back
toward the rear of the build-
ing and when about ten feet
from the kitchen door which
he had just left, he placed the
gun to his temple and fired
the last shot it contained into
his head. He fell to the ground
and died thirty minutes later
without regaining conscious-
ness.

In the meantime Mrs.
George, not knowing of her
husband’s last act, and fear-
ing he was still hunting for
her, ran out of the hotel and
into Fuqua’s drug store
screaming for help. Holiday
shoppers in the store fled
panic stricken and Mr.
Fuqua, expecting every
minute to see the crazed hus-
band rushing in, locked the
door and led the wounded
woman behind the prescrip-
tion case. It was some min-
utes before the people in the
store knew of Harry’s death.

Harry did not speak a word,
according to the witnesses,
after he began to shoot, and
during the conversation with
Mrs. Sellers he did not indi-
cate in any way the terrible
thing he was about to do. The
weapon was a six-shooter .32
caliber revolver.



Page 14, Alcona County Review December 27, 2017 Moments In Time
By The History Channel

Strange But True
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By Fifi Rodriguez • On Jan. 5, 1643, in the first record of a legal divorce in

the American colonies, Anne Clarke of the Massachusetts
Bay Colony is granted a divorce after being deserted by her
husband, Denis Clarke.

• On Jan. 2, 1811, Timothy Pickering, a Federalist from
Massachusetts, becomes the first senator to be censured.
Pickering was accused of violating congressional law by
publicly revealing secret documents communicated by the
president to the Senate.

• On Jan. 1, 1863, a farmer named Daniel Freeman
submits the first claim under the new Homestead Act for a
property in Nebraska. The act legalized the long-standing
practice of squatting on the vast federal landholdings in the
West.

• On Jan. 6, 1925, at New York's Madison Square Garden,
Finnish long-distance runner Paavo Nurmi makes his first
American appearance. He would run a total of 55 races
before returning home, losing only his last race, a half-mile
sprint. Some newspapers speculated that Nurmi had lost
only out of politeness to his hosts.

• On Jan. 7, 1947, "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer"
becomes the No. 1 song on the U.S. pop charts. The story of
Rudolph began in 1939, when retailer Montgomery Ward
created a holiday book to give away to children. Johnny
Marks later used the story to write the song, which sold more
than 2 million units in its first year alone.

• On Jan. 4, 1974, President Richard Nixon refuses to
hand over tape recordings and documents that had been
subpoenaed by the Senate Watergate Committee. Nixon
would resign from office in disgrace eight months later.

• On Jan. 3, 1990, Panama's Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega
surrenders to U.S. military troops to face charges of drug
trafficking. In 1992, the former dictator was convicted of
drug trafficking, money laundering and racketeering, and
sentenced to 40 years in prison.

(c) 2017 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

• It was 20th-century American professor and noted
author Isaac Asimov who made the following sage observa-
tion: "A poor idea well-written is more likely to be accepted
than a good idea poorly written."

• According to a Scandinavian tradition, Christmas gifts
aren't delivered by Santa Claus or Saint Nicholas -- a little
gnome called Julenisse puts gifts under the tree. And instead
of cookies and milk, children put out a bowl of porridge for
him.

• It's commonly believed that misery sometimes can beget
genius -- the stereotype of the tortured artist is ubiquitous.
However, recent research suggests that there's not as much
truth to the trope as many think. According to a study titled
"Death, Bereavement and Creativity," recently published in
the journal Management Science, works created by painters
during the year following a loved one's death were worth
about 35 percent less that other works by the same artist.
Those paintings also are significantly less likely to be in-
cluded in the collection of a major museum.

• Those who enjoy making calculations have determined
that Santa would have to visit nearly 900 homes every second
to finish all his deliveries on Christmas Eve.

• The first time a news event was shown in a motion-
picture film reel was in 1896, and the subject was the
coronation of Russian Czar Nicholas II.

• Like many of us, those in the Netherlands celebrate
Christmas on Dec. 25. However, the children there eagerly
await the arrival of "Sinterklaas" on Dec. 5, when children
receive their presents. The name Santa Claus supposedly
derived from older Dutch "Sinte Klaas."

***
Thought for the Day: "We have to face the fact that either

all of us are going to die together or we are going to learn to
live together, and if we are to live together we have to talk."
-- Eleanor Roosevelt

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. MONEY: What was the common currency in Portugal prior to the euro?
2. MOVIES: What 1990s horror movie featured Henry Winkler as the principal of Woodsboro
High School?
3. THEATER: What musical included the characters of Maria Rainer and Captain Georg von
Trapp?
4. ANATOMY: What are the names of the arteries that supply blood to the head and neck?
5. MEASUREMENTS: What does an isobar represent on a map?
6. LANGUAGE: What word represents the letter R in the NATO Phonetic Alphabet?
7. GEOGRAPHY: What is the significance of the 38th parallel north?
8. FAMOUS QUOTES: What 20th-century politician once said, "Everyone is entitled to his
own opinion, but not his own facts"?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where does the Oberammagau passion play take place every
10 years?
10. ASTRONOMY: What is the only constellation of the Zodiac representing an inanimate
object?
Answers: 1. Escudo; 2. "Scream"; 3. "The Sound of Music"; 4. Carotid; 5. Atmospheric pressure; 6. Romeo; 7. It forms the border
between North and South Korea.; 8. Daniel Patrick Moynihan; 9. Germany; 10. Libra (the scales) (c) 2017 King Features Synd.,
Inc.



PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

SEWING NOTIONS
Alterations

(989) 739-3412

Oscoda Commons
(Next to K-Mart)

SEW IT
SEAMS

Hours:
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Monday - Friday
Closed for lunch 1-2 p.m.

SharboneauSharboneauSharboneauSharboneauSharboneau
& Sons& Sons& Sons& Sons& Sons

Excavating, Demolition,
septic systems, topsoil,

 sand and gravel.
All excavating needs.
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & InsuredLicensed & InsuredLicensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured

(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148

Now accepting credit cards

HOBARTS
(just south of Oscoda)

New furniture –
American made plus

Pre-owned furniture &
accessories

Hobarts buys entire
households!

Open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday – Saturday

Sunday noon to 3 p.m.
A Decorator’s Dream!

(989) 739-4000

Buying standing timber, minimum five
acres. Cole Forest Products (989) 736-
8928.

BUYING
TIMBER

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

BINGO

Mikado Goodfellows Bingo every Mon-
day 6:30 p.m. at Mikado Civic Center.
Winner-takes-all game and cookie jar.
All proceeds to charity.

NOTICES

AUCTIONS
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Estate Sportsman AUCTION!
Sat. Dec. 30. 10 a.m. ~ Perry Creek & M-33 Mio.

Antiques; Collectibles; Art; Native American; Salesman
Samples; Beryl in Quartz; Advertising; Railroad; Steam

Whistles; Military; Sportsman; Fishing; Bear Trap; Bronze
Bear Inkwell; Guns; Cypress 5th. Wheel & Jayco Travel

Trailers; & More! View Online or call.

Two bedroom apartment in Harrisville,
$595 includes utilities, no smoking, no
pets. (989) 370-8361.

One bedroom, free heat, water and elec-
tric. Covered parking. One block from
downtown Harrisville. Immediate occu-
pancy. Furnished or unfurnished. Call
(989) 362-4400.

Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Outdoor Furnaces. Exceptional perfor-
mance and value. Call today! Gauthier
Heating & Cooling (989) 471-2478.

Notice: Alcona County Commissioners
seek individuals interested in the posi-
tion of County Commissioner for District
1 (Alcona and Caledonia Township).  
Applicants must be a resident of either
township and be a registered voter.   
Letters of interest will be accepted until
noon on January 5, 2018 at the Alcona
County Clerk’s office, Box 308, Harris-
ville, MI 48740.

Notice of abandoned property: Mr. David
Cruson has abandoned property at his
former residence in Greenbush. This is
notice that if he does not contact the
current occupants and remove said prop-
erty in 30 days from this notice that the
property will be disposed of.

Classified Ad
Deadline

 is Monday
at 4 p.m.

Call 724-6384

Alcona Review
Classifieds

Call 989-724-6384

Ads may be brought in to our office at
111 Lake St., Harrisville

Cost per ad is $4.50 for the first 10 words and
15¢ for each word thereafter.

Boxed ads are $5 per column inch.
Ads and payment must be received by 4 p.m. Monday.

All Classified Ads MUST be Paid in Advance
We accept: Cash, Checks, Visa, Mastercard,

Discover & American Express
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Buggy Rides Contiuned from page 13

The woman’s screams and
the revolver shots were heard
by many and a big crowd
gathered quickly, but the only
persons in the house at the
time were Mrs. Sellers. Alida
Rickel and the two princi-
pals, and possibly some of
the George children. The dy-
ing man was carried into the
house and Dr. Cowie was
called, but he was beyond
help, the bullet having pierced
the brain.

Coroner Carle was on the
scene when the man died and
immediately had the body
taken to his undertaking
rooms. An inquest was held
Saturday afternoon, and a
verdict returned in accor-
dance with the facts as above
related.

Dr. Miller was called to
care for Mrs. George and
found a wound in the shoul-
der and a flesh wound about
12 inches long in the hip and
thigh. Probing was necessary
to remove the bullets. Sev-
eral of the fingers on one hand
were injured, either by one of
the bullets or singed by the
powder at close range. She is
considered out of danger and
her early recovery is expected.

So far as known the dead
man left no message explain-
ing his rash action.

The following was found
written on the back of a re-
ceipt he held for $25.00 for
his wife’s attorney fee and

$10.00 expenses in the di-
vorce case. The receipt was
from the county clerk and
dated Dec. 21st. It is pre-
sumed he did the writing
sometime during Friday
night.

“I am sorry to say I am
such a brute to my family,
but am not in a position to
prove the facts. I hope some
day the people will see where
the truth is laying. There is
people that know I have not
been treated right—altho I
don’t think I am an angel like
some people that can do most
anything and make people
think the moon is made of
green cheese— and they must
believe it."

News of the tragedy pro-
duced a profound shock
throughout the community.
Both of the principals are well
known here, Mrs. George
having been born in Harris-
ville and Mr. George having
been for sixteen years a re-
spected citizen of the town.
He came to Harrisville in 1901
as assistant to the contractor
who built the D. & M. depot
here and on January 29,
1902, he married Mary
Evans. Six children were born
to them, four of whom sur-
vive ranging from 5 to 13
years. Their domestic trouble
began some time back and
reached the parting stage
several months ago at Flint,
where they moved in the

spring of 1916. Divorce pro-
ceedings were instituted by
Mrs. George and the hearing
was held last Thursday and
Friday before Judge Widdis.
Harry came to Harrisville to
contest the case and was here
several days before the trial.
During this time he talked
freely of the case and inti-
mated he had some startling
revelations to make on the
stand. Shortly before going
to court, however, he said he
did not want to say anything
that would reflect on his wife’s
character and intimated he
hoped for a reconciliation. It
is generally admitted he did
not put in a strong case and
his close acquaintances could
see that his  troubles bore
heavily on his mind.

Harry George was born
Dec. 16, 1872, at Muskegon
and is survived by his father,
six brothers and five sisters.
Henry George of Spring Lake,
Mich., Albert George of
Muskegon. Mrs. Hardholt of
Ludington and Miss Ruby
George of Muskegon, broth-
ers and sisters of the de-
ceased, arrived in Harrisville
Monday and remained for the
funeral which was held
Wednesday at 2 o’clock p. m.,
from Carle’s undertaking par-
lors, Rev. F. A. Andrews be-
ing in charge. The interment
was made in the West cem-
etery.

If you're in a position to do
a little whistleblowing about
things going on where you
work at the Department of
Veterans Affairs, your input
might be more valuable than
you realize.

Fact: In the past six months
alone, the impact of investi-
gations by the VA Office of
the Inspector General was
huge. OIG audits, investiga-
tions, inspections and evalu-
ations identified $9 billion in
monetary benefits. That in-
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By Freddy Groves

Whistleblowers have a duty to report
cluded 162 arrests and 1,123
administrative sanctions.

The VAOIG webpage talks
about "identifying the under-
lying causes of problems,"
and in my mind that involves,
at least in part,
whistleblowers who step for-
ward.

That six-month period
mentioned above included
information sent by letters,
calls, emails and web sub-
missions to the Hotline Divi-
sion, a total of 20,204 con-

tacts made by veterans, the
public, employees and other
agencies. Not all complaints
were substantiated, of
course, but enough were to
make it worthwhile to speak
up. There were 53
whistleblowers who claimed
retaliation and sought pro-
tection.

Per the Whistleblower Pro-
tection Act of 1989, whistle-
blower disclosures are pro-
tected against demotion, sus-
pensions, terminations and
poor performance reviews. In
addition, there is a whistle-
blower ombudsman. Allega-
tions of reprisals are sent to
the Office of Special Counsel.

If you're hesitant to report
wrongdoing, especially if it
involves the health and
wellbeing of veterans or steal-
ing money in some way from
the VA, remember why you're
there. The veterans come first.

If you want to think about
it before you take that first
step, go online to
www.va.gov/oig/hotline to
learn more. You'll find a Sub-
mit a Complaint button to
click. You also can call the
Hotline at 1-800-488-8244
to talk about it.

While you're on the Hot-
line webpage, click on the
Duty to Report graphic on
the left. Federal law says you
have a duty to report felonies
happening at the VA.

(c) 2017 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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Pine grosbeaks, like this female photographed in Mar-
quette County, are among the species found on Christ-
mas Bird Counts in the northern part of the state.

Detroit Audubon, Kalamazoo
Nature Center, Michigan
State University Extension
and the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service.

Together, the members of
this group help to develop
messaging communicated by
MI Birds and determine au-
diences to send the messages
to. “In the beginning, we were
just excited to assemble such
a diverse and unique group,”
Putnam said. “We made im-
portant conversations hap-
pen just by getting all of these
conservation groups to the
same table, and it’s some-

thing I haven’t seen before.”
Others agreed.

“Creating an environment
of collaboration between bird-
ing and hunting groups is
something we’ve been push-
ing for years, and this pro-
gram has really made it hap-
pen,” said Audubon Great
Lakes’ Director of Conserva-
tion Nat Miller.

Russ Mason, DNR Wildlife
Division chief, said it’s been a
long-term challenge of the
agency to engage new user
groups and begin to plan for
declining hunter revenues for
public-lands conservation.

“MI Birds is our first big
attempt at leading discus-
sions between all of these
c o n s e r v a t i o n - m i n d e d
groups,” Mason said.

MI Birds’ biggest presence
is online, on a Facebook page
with over 4,000 followers. The
page features real-time in-
formation about Michigan’s
birds and their migrations,
presented in a fun and en-
gaging way for the public.

Putnam posts videos and
hosts Facebook live feeds
from a variety of public-lands
areas. For example, one video
produced earlier this year
from the Murphy Lake State
Game Area in Tuscola County
showed Putnam investigat-
ing the nesting habitat of the
Louisiana waterthrush, a
state special concern song-
bird that lives there.

Putnam is also working to
publicize the DNR’s impor-
tant habitat work statewide.
He is leading tours to key
state game areas and other
lands, engaging the public in
a conversation with DNR bi-
ologists about the work being
done, which species it ben-
efits and how it is funded.

“Once non-consumptive
users understand how non-
game species benefit from
primarily game-funded work,
the light bulbs immediately
go off,” Putnam said. “We have
people asking how they can
donate to the work before the
tours even begin.”

By elevating these discus-
Great-horned owls are found in many Christmas Bird
Count circles in Michigan. Photo courtesy of Joe Brooks.

sions statewide, MI Birds
stands to engage new user
groups and create a broader
constituency for public-lands
conservation in Michigan.

Christmas Bird Counts are
one of many places members
of the MI Birds groups could
find common interest, fun
and camaraderie, paving the
way for greater understand-

ing and cooperation in the
future.

The gatherings are also
places new participants
might find future best
friends, while pursuing their
personal interest in birds,
nature and conservation. For
more information on MI
Birds, visit the MI Birds Fa-
cebook page.

Christmas Bird Count participants in many areas will be
scanning groups of gulls like this one in Marquette
County.


